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The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01622 765993 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Can Lizzy warm us 
up with glory at the 
Winter Olympics? 


AS A nation, our expectations of the 
Winter Olympic Games tends to be 
rather low. 

We don’t get much in the way of 
snow, and few us get the luxury of 
escaping for a ski holiday. So unless 
the likes of Torvill and Dean get us 
all excited, we approach the event 
with little enthusiasm. 

It is, however, one of those events 
which can suck you in and leave you 
gasping for more by the time it 
finishes. Better still, this time around 
we’ve actually got a genuine medal 
contender in the form of Lizzy 
Yarnold. 

The whole county will be 
behind her as she attempts to 
win gold in the bob skeleton, 
a sport which sees competi¬ 
tors hurtle at speeds of up to 
80mph on a glorified tea 
tray. It takes nerves of steel 
and will make for fascinating 
viewing. Be sure not to 
miss her in action 
on Thursday. 

In our sport 
section this week¬ 



end, we speak to the athlete on her 
preparations for the event and let you 
know exactly when you can watch 
her on TV. 

Meanwhile, keeping with a sporting 
theme, we take a look at the surprising 
drop in the number of players taking 
part in Sunday league football. 

Is it fuelled by different demands 
on our time or poor facilities? Read 
the article inside and draw your own 
conclusions. 

You’d also like to think the 
weather will improve soon. Not that 

the forecast for this weekend gives 
us much hope. 

Inside this weekend’s paper 
we feature some of the most 
dramatic scenes from across 
the county as a result of the 
heavy rains - they really do 
bring home the impact the 
weather is having. 

Here’s hoping wherever you 
are in the county 
things brighten 
up. 

Enjoy your 
weekend. 
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Save up to £2,000 with Britelite's fantastic new 

SCRAPPAGE 


SCHEME 


PLUS 


45 % 

OFF 

ALL WINDOWS 
w THIS FEBRUARY 


FITTED AS STANDARD 


A Britelite window is the most beautiful addition you can make to your 
home. Britelite windows will even add value to your property when the time 
comes to sell. Save £££'s off your heating bill with our high performance 
Triple Glazed windows. A Britelite window will perfectly compliment 
your home and what's more, we fit Triple Glazing as standard. We 
recycle 95% of the windows we remove when fitting our new Triple 
Glazing, which allows us to offer an additional scrappage discount. 


Showrooms throughout the 
South East of England 


Call 


See website for full addresses 


0800 5070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 


t Terms & conditions apply. Details available on request. 


list price for orders placed by midnight 30/3/2014. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 
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Relief for parents as bus 
pass scheme is revised 



U-TURN: Kent Freedom Pass will now be known as the Young Persons’ 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 


COUNTY Hall chiefs have made a 
sensational U-turn over controver¬ 
sial plans to set a cap on its popular 
Freedom Pass following wide¬ 
spread pressure from parents. 

Thousands signed a petition 
against the upcoming changes in 
which a new ‘top-up’ style 
smartcard, costing £100, would be 
introduced but with a limit of £350 
worth of travel. 

Currently, secondary children 
up to the age of 16 pay £100 for 
unlimited travel, during school 
term, holidays and weekends. 

Cash-strapped Kent County 
Council, however, argued it was no 
longer able to support the scheme 
in its current form due to govern¬ 
ment budget cuts. 

It must save £6 million from the 
£13.5m annual cost of the pass in 
the next financial year. 

Following huge backlash from 
parents, however, the authority 
has now instead proposed a fixed 
fee pass costing £200. 

But unlike the current scheme, 
travel on the new pass will be 
limited to 6am-7pm Monday to 
Friday, and not be valid during the 


month of August. 

Cabinet member for transport at 
KCC David Brazier said: “The Kent 
Freedom Pass is a discretionary 
scheme, which means that we 
provide it without any statutory 
obligation to do so. 

“We must find £2 73m of savings 
over the next three years, so in 
order to continue delivering the 
most valued element of the 
Freedom Pass we have focused on 
providing school-day travel. 

“To fund this we must increase 


the cost of the new pass to £200 - 
but this is still less than the extra 
cost parents were telling us they 
would have had to have faced if we 
had replaced the Freedom Pass 
with a capped-value smart card.” 

Parent and Conservative 
Shepway district councillor Emily 
Arnold was a leading campaigner 
in the fight against the smartcard- 
style card. 

She launched petitions which 
were signed by thousands of 
parents. 


Travel Pass and cost £200 

Cllr Arnold said she would have 
had to pay up to £1,000 for her two 
secondary-aged children to get to 
school had the top-up pass been 
introduced. 

She said: “I’m very happy with 
the planned changes.” 

Work on a pass for those aged 
16-18 continues - with speculation 
suggesting it will cost £400. 

The authority will debate the 
matter at a full council meeting 
next week, which will set the 
authority’s budget for 2014/15. 


Ann Barnes confirms police 
slice of council tax bill to rise 


‘We will improve’ vows 
hospital after damning 
report from watchdog 


A HOSPITAL previously run by a 
debt-ridden health trust forced to dis¬ 
solve last year has been found with 
“significant failings” in some areas 
by a care watchdog. 

Inspectors from the Care Quality 
Commission (COC) highlighted 
several concerns at the Princess 
Royal University Hospital in 
Orpington. 

The hospital was recently taken 
over by King’s College Hospital NHS 
Foundation Trust after South 
London Healthcare NHS Trust was 
disbanded. 

The stricken trust had run up 
£200 million in debts. At one point it 
was losing £lm a week. 

Chief inspector for hospitals at 
COC, Professor Sir Mike Richards, 
stressed the “scale, number and 
longstanding nature” of many of the 
problems at the Princess Royal 
inherited by its new trust “should not 
be underestimated”. 

He said, however, that while the 
trust has started to tackle some of the 
problems “there was still more to do”. 


Significant failings were identified 
in a number of areas, particularly in 
the management of patient records. 

Inspectors also pointed out that 
the lack of availability of medical 
records in the outpatients depart¬ 
ment meant that at times patients 
were undergoing complex medical 
procedures without clinicians 
having access to a complete set of 
notes. 

Waiting times in the A&E depart¬ 
ment were far too long, said the COC, 
and poor patient flow led to patients 
having elective surgery cancelled 
and difficulty in transferring patients 
from the critical care unit. 

A spokeswoman from King’s 
College Hospital NHS Foundation 
Trust, which had flagged up many of 
the problems when it took over in 
Ocotber, said: “We have robust plans 
in place to drive up standards at the 
PRUH, and since October we have 
already started the process of 
improving the standard of patient 
care which our doctors and nurses 
are providing.” 


POLICE and Crime Commissioner 
Ann Barnes has confirmed an 
increase in police council tax in the 
face of yet more cuts to the policing 
budget by central government. 

She said the police slice of the 
council tax will increase by 1.99 
per cent - the highest increase 
without triggering a referendum - 
which amounts to a rise of £2.81 
per year for an average band D 
household. 


GOLD medal hopeful Lizzy 
Yarnold will begin her bid for 
Winter Olympic glory this week 
in Russia. 

The 25-year-old from West 
Kingsdown is competing in the 
bob skeleton event which gets 
under way close to host city 
Sochi on Thursday. 

And after triumphing in this 
year’s World Cup events, she is 
tipped to bring home gold. 


She said on Friday: “The 
increase is in line with inflation and 
means there will be no growth in 
police officer numbers - we 
remain with the status quo.’ ’ 

Kent Police has so far had to find 
£50m of savings over the past 
three years due to huge govern¬ 
ment spending cuts. Already 500 
officers have been lost. 

Read Ann Barnes 9 exclusive 
column for KoS on page 23. 


The bob skeleton is not for the 
faint-hearted, however. It sees 
competitors hit speeds of up to 
80mph as they hurtle down an 
ice track with their face just 
inches from the surface. 

Speaking in a special inter¬ 
view with KoS, just prior to her 
jetting out to Russia, she said of 
her preparation: “It’s just been 
about being totally focused.” 

See sport for full interview. 
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Prestigious grammar ditches Kent Test entry 


SUPER-selective grammar the Judd School in Ton- 
bridge has confirmed it is to ditch the Kent Test and 
instead introduce its own admission exam. 

The school, one of the highest performing and most 
over-subscribed in the county, hopes its test will avoid 
the coaching culture and select students of high ability 
and with a stronger background in English. 

Its decision to no longer use the Kent Test comes 


after Kent County Council confirmed that as of this 
year, the 11-plus exam would be changed in order to 
try and stop children from more affluent backgrounds 
being coached. 

The school’s proposals, which it says will introduce a 
“level playing held”, were first touted a year ago and 
will come into effect for Year Seven in-take in Septem¬ 
ber 2016. 



East Kent College to run 
coastal campuses after 
failed merger break-up 

By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


EAST Kent College has been named 
‘the preferred bidder’ by K College to 
take over the running of its coastal 
sites. 

It follows months of negotiation 
and paves the way for the takeover 
process to now get under way. 

The institution, formerly known 
as Thanet College, will take over 
both the Folkestone and Dover cam¬ 
puses. 

It follows a decision to break-up K 
College after it ran into £17m of debt 
following a misjudged merger be¬ 
tween West Kent and South Kent 
colleges. 

A decision has yet to be made as to 
which institution will take over the 
Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells and 
Ashford sites. 

Principal of K College, Phil Frier, 
said: “We can now work together to 
ensure a smooth and successful 
transition. 

“We were asked by the skills min- 



DECISION: K College’s decline 

ister to find new providers for the 
college as soon as possible so that 
students can benefit more quickly 
from the many improvements we 
have set in place over the past few 
months. 


“This is the start of a new begin¬ 
ning for the students of our campus¬ 
es in Folkestone and Dover. We made 
a commitment to students from the 
outset that no matter what name 
was given to their college, their edu¬ 
cation would continue, and we are 
proud to have delivered that.” 

Principal of East Kent College, 
Graham Razey, said: “We are very 
pleased as this announcement re¬ 
moves the uncertainty over the pro¬ 
vision of further education for thou¬ 
sands of students in Dover and 
Shepway, and across east Kent as a 
whole.” 

Adam Lincoln, University and 
College Union regional support offi¬ 
cial, said: “K College staff have seen 
enough turbulence over the past two 
years and UCU believes now is a time 
for consolidation, considered reflec¬ 
tion and the promise of relative secu¬ 
rity.” 

K College will soon launch a pub¬ 
lic consultation regarding the disso¬ 
lution of its corporation in line with 
the transfer of its provision to new 
providers. 


APPEAL: RSPCA with dead snake 

Mystery of 10ft 
python found 
dead in tree 


RSPCA inspectors are still trying to 
discover just where a 10ft long Burmese 
python came from after it was discov¬ 
ered crushed by a tree blown down in 
this week’s storms. 

Onlookers were left stunned when 
they saw the body of the snake entwined 
in the branches of the fallen tree in 
Northfleet, near Gravesend. 

The RSPCA said: “We were called by 
the police at 10am on Wednesday to 
attend Wallis Park after a member of the 
public spotted a large snake beneath a 
fallen tree. 

“At present it appears the snake may 
have died as a result of a trauma to the 
head, but we are seeking information on 
how this happened.” 

The RSPCA has the body of the 
creature (pictured) and anyone who 
thinks they know the owners should 
contact 0300 123 8018. 

Before the snake was found out in the 
open, officials say it belonged to 
someone and they will be missing their 
pet. The animal charity is urging them 
to come forward so they can close the 
enquiry. 

One option also not being ruled out is 
that the cold blooded snake was 
deliberately killed and dumped in the 
park. They normally thrive only in 
warm climates. 


Troubled trust hires 
interim health chiefs 

HEALTH regulator Monitor has made the troubled 
Medway NHS Foundation Trust appoint interim 
heads following the departure of its previous 
bosses. 

Chairman Denise Harker and chief executive 
Mark Devlin left their posts last week. 

Their departure came amid a troubled period 
for the trust, which has seen Medway Maritime 
Hospital in Gillingham, which it runs, put into 
“special measures” following the Keogh Review 
in June last year. 

The 2013 Keogh Review found the trust had 
“major failings” and was criticised for poor 
communication with patients, poor management 
of deteriorating patients and long waits in A&E. 

Monitor says it is taking urgent steps to 
strengthen the leadership of the trust so it can 
deliver improvements for patients. 

Christopher Langley has been appointed 
interim chairman and Nigel Beverley joins the 
trust as interim chief executive. 


Road blocks hit rural 
crooks in crackdown 

EXTRA police patrols were deployed in a bid to 
strike a blow against rural crime in the county. 

They were keen to target crimes such as 
burglary, break-ins of out-buildlings, vehicle 
crime and fuel thefts. 

Dozens of officers in Swale, Maidstone, Ashford 
and Tunbridge Wells were assisted by Kent County 
Council wardens and Kent Police’s special 
constables to stop cars and disrupt criminal activity. 

Insp Gavin Wade from Kent Police said: “At two 
road check locations in the Tonbridge and 
Mailing area, a total of 32 vehicles were stopped 
and a number of drivers were reported for 
offences including driving a vehicle in a danger¬ 
ous condition. 

“Further roadchecks were conducted in the 
Harrietsham area where more than 20 vehicles 
were stopped and five advice notices given for 
vehicle defects.” 

Police say they intend to repeat the exercise in a 
bid to reassure rural communities. 


Big Weekend tickets 
prove hot attraction 

ORGANISERS of annual tourist ticket giveaway, 
the Kent Big Weekend, say it has received record 
demand in its first few days. 

Visit Kent says since the website - offering 
20,000 free tickets to 118 different attractions - 
went live on Monday, there have been a record 
60,000 applications. 

The event allows residents of the county to bag 
two tickets per household to visit an attraction on 
their doorstep with the hope they will spread the 
word to others and return again. 

Sandra Matthews-Marsh, chief executive at 
tourism champions Visit Kent, said: “This is a 
tremendous start for what has become a key event 
in our county calendar. It is a superb celebration 
of our great tourism industry, our iconic attrac¬ 
tions and our many hidden gems which entertain 
57 million visitors and contribute £3.4 billion to the 
Kent economy each year.” 

You have until midnight on February 24 to log 
on to www.kentbigweekend.co.uk and apply. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


KCC chiefs poised to 
nod through tax hike 


KENT County Council looks set to 
agree its draft budget on Thursday 
which includes an increase in 
council tax of 1.99 per cent. 

For three years, County Hall 
chiefs have frozen council tax, but 
leader Paul Carter says further 
central government cuts to budgets 
means they have little choice but to 
raise it this year to help maintain 


good quality services. 

The authority needs to save 
£91m in 2014/15 - in addition to 
the £269m over the past three 
years - and increasing council tax 
will help raise £10m of that. 

The 1.99 per cent hike is the 
highest KCC can increase it before a 
referendum needs to be called. 

KCC will discuss, and is likely to 



vote through, the draft budget on 
Thursday. 

Cllr Carter admitted there were 
further cuts expected in the coming 
years adding significant pressure 
on the council. 


Latest ambitious cricket 
club plans to be unveiled 


AROUND 1,000 residents will 
flock to Kent County Cricket 
Club’s St Lawrence Ground on 
Tuesday to hear about the 
construction of new retirement 
apartments at the Canterbury site. 

It is the latest part of ongoing 
redevelopment, including 
residential properties, offices 
and a new Sainsbury’s, which 
will help put the club on a more 


stable financial footing. 

McCarthy and Stone, in 
collaboration with BDB Design, 
will unveil plans for bespoke 
luxury ‘age exclusive’ apart¬ 
ments to invited residents to 
gauge opinion as part of the 
initial engagement programme. 

Stakeholders and local people 
will have the opportunity to 
comment on the proposals. 


also 


Airfield cost examined 

MEDWAY Labour is holding a 'People 
Forum’ on Monday to discuss concerns 
over the £4.4m spending at Rochester 
airfield and the future of Strood library. 

Labour says residents were stopped 
from asking questions on the matter at a 
full Medway Council meeting last month. 


Health plans under fire 

PROTESTORS will mount a campaign 
against NHS plans to move outpatient 
services from Faversham and Herne Bay to 
Whitstable. 

A meeting at the Alexander Centre in 
Faversham is being held on Thursday 
between 9.30am and noon. 


MP to voice train woes 

DARTFORD MP Gareth Johnson will 
discuss problems with train services in a 
House of Commons debate on Wednesday. 

During the debate, he will raise issues 
affecting commuters and rail passengers, 
and in particular problems with services in 
and around Dartford. 


Help for the homeless 

COUNCIL chiefs will review plans to tackle 
problems with homelessness in Medway. 

The prevention strategy, to be discussed 
on Tuesday at Medway Council’s offices, 
sets out work with other agencies to help 
stop homelessness, particularly in the 
wake of benefit cuts. 





EXTRA 

SALE OFFERS 

MUST END 

SOON 


& 
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sale 


150cms Adjustable deluxe shallow 

base WAS£2t025 NOW £1,619 

(mattresses optional extra) 


PLUS Extra £100 OFF 
Sale Price mattresses when 
purchased with a bedstead 


r -\ 

Time for a new bed? 

When a bed is no longer providing proper support and comfort, it affects the quality of our sleep. People are 
often unaware that their bed may be one of the reasons why they are not sleeping well. Sleep Council 2010 


# Hornington Manor bed orders only. Excludes single beds. 


Truro 


150cm nickel bedstead 


WAS £3,365 

NOW £2,695 

(mattress optional extra 
with £100 discount) 


Hornington Manor Bed Range 

150x200cms Posture Classic 5000 - 4 drawer divan and mattress 

Limited Special Offer 40% Off 

WAS £2,32 6 NOW £1,395 


25-34 Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 01227 766655 www.lenleys.co.uk 

FURNITURE | BEDS | CURTAINS | FLOORING | ACCESSORIES 
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FANTASTIC BAMAHS 

THROUGHOUT THE STORE 


Relyon Lunar Latex King size (150cm) pocket spring 
divan set with 4 free drawers. Other sizes available 
Nasons price £2799 NOW from £1299 Under Vi Price 


Eton Large Sofa Good Choice of Fabrics 
RRP £1575 NOW FROM £1059 SAVE £316 




Ode small extending dining table and 4 chairs 
RRP £1250 NOW FROM £995 Save £255 


GPIan Washington 

2 seat leather sofa (fabric option available) 
RRP £2198 NOW £1535 Save £663 


WokjCf* 


Many famous brands in store including Parker Knoll 


We also have a selection of ex display and discontinued models with reductions of up to 50% 

Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

01227 463550 www.nasons.co.uk 

Free parking, free local delivery T’s & C’s apply of Canterbur Y 
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Students get behind-the-scenes 
insight into work from TV team 


BBC political discussion show Question Time returned to Kent on Thursday, as David Dimbleby and a 
panel of guests including George Galloway and Dame Tessa Jowell descended on MidKent College’s 
Gillingham campus. The college’s Steve Knight, who works in its communications department, gives 
a glimpse into the planning behind staging the event and how the students benefitted... 


W HEN the £86 mil¬ 
lion Medway cam¬ 
pus opened its 
doors for the first 
time in 2009, the 
senior leadership team of MidKent 
College had an important vision for 
its future use. 

In addition to having the very best 
educational facilities, they also want¬ 
ed it to be a place for the local com¬ 
munity to make use of. 

That’s why the campus has hosted 
countless clubs, societies, charity 
fundraisers and parties over the 
years, as well as the odd political de¬ 
bate. We can now add the BBC’s Ques¬ 
tion Time to that list. 

I first learned of the BBC’s interest 
in bringing the show to Medway 
through my colleague Matthew Al¬ 
meida-Brown. Matt is one of the team 
behind Aspire - a division of the col¬ 
lege dedicated to creating paid work 
experience opportunities for 
students. 

One of the companies run by As¬ 
pire is Pavilion Events, which special¬ 
ises in event management - perfect 
for dealing with David Dimbleby and 
friends. 

Keen to let the local media know of 
our special visitors, the BBC prevented 
us from making it public until Wednes¬ 
day-just the day before filming. 

Apparently, they don’t like the pre¬ 
cise location to be revealed too far in 
advance in case any would-be protes¬ 
tors feel the need to rally the troops 
and demonstrate against a particular 
panellist, or to raise awareness of a 
topic due to be discussed on the show. 

Two of Thursday night’s panellists 
- Respect MP George Galloway and 
historian David Starkey - are no 
strangers to controversy themselves, 
so it’s probably a wise policy to have. 

The process of bringing Question 
Time to the college was very slow at 
first before bursting into life with just 
weeks to spare before the big day. 

An initial telephone enquiry into 
whether we would be interested in 
hosting the show was obviously met 
with a resounding ‘yes’, but it was 
more than a month until we heard 
from the BBC again. 

When we did hear back, the produc¬ 
ers apologised for the long delay and 
said it was because they had been 
whisked off to Johannesburg at short 
notice to cover the funeral of Nelson 
Mandela. There’s no arguing with that. 

It was all hands on deck from that 
point forward as various BBC people 
visited the campus in the weeks that 
followed to make sure all the 
measurements were correct and the 
necessary facilities were in place. 
Then finally, the big day was upon 


QUESTIONS: Host David Dimbleby and his panel took the plaudits but it was the backstage BBC team that gave students an opportunity to learn new skills 


us. Well actually it was the day before 
the big day, as on Wednesday after¬ 
noon a large articulated lorry contain¬ 
ing all manner of production equip¬ 
ment pulled up outside the campus. 

Within a couple of hours - thanks 
in part to MidKent College students 
who gained valuable work experi¬ 
ence by helping out - the lighting rig 
was already in place. 

The BBC crew was already hard at 
work building the rest of the set as 
students filed into class on Thursday 
morning. A strict schedule had 
been circulated prior to filming, 
containing precise times for when 
everything needed to be complete. 


Perhaps the most exciting of these 
from an outsider’s point of view was 
‘4.45pm - David Dimbleby to make-up’. 

One of our fantastic hair and beau¬ 
ty salons was used for the make-up 
area, with students given the oppor¬ 
tunity to learn from some of the best 
in the business. 

A second salon was used as the 
green room, where guests waited be¬ 
fore the show began, and a third for 
production staff. 

Excitement mounted as the day 
wore on, with the familiar faces ad¬ 
vertised for the show making their 
way one by one into the college. 

In addition to the aforementioned 


Mr Galloway and Mr Starkey, the oth¬ 
er panellists for the show were skills 
minister Matthew Hancock, econo¬ 
mist Professor Alison Wolf and the 
Labour Party’s former culture secre¬ 
tary Dame Tessa Jowell. 

T he BBC runs a tight ship and 
Question Time is no excep¬ 
tion. Despite the show airing 
in the college, there was no 
special treatment. 

Very few members of staff won tick¬ 
ets to appear in the audience - not 
even the principal. 

However, it must be said that the 
production crew was fantastic with 


our students and gave many of them 
an experience they will never forget. 

At MidKent College we’re all about 
providing our students with the nec¬ 
essary job skills employers are look¬ 
ing for, and what better way to learn 
these skills than by working closely 
with experts from one of the largest 
and most recognisable organisations 
in the world? 

From the make-up artists to the 
camera crew and everyone in be¬ 
tween, they were all more than happy 
to pass on their experience to the 
young people, who will hopefully be 
working alongside them in the future. 

By now you’ll have already seen the 
show, which in one way was disap¬ 
pointing as no questions were asked 
about further education despite the 
presence of Mr Hancock. 

Despite that, there can be little 
doubt as to the overall success of the 
production. The show appeared to go 
off without any major problems, and 
the college proved it was more than 
capable of hosting such a major event. 

We hope they come back again soon. 
■ MidKent College will be holding 
open days for prospective students 
from 5.30-7.30pm on Wednesday, 
March 5, at its Maidstone campus, 
and from 6-8pm on Tuesday, March 
11, at its Medway site. Visit www. 
midkent.ac.uk for more information. 
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Exclusive: The plug was sensationally pulled on their weekend slot last month, Marijke Cox meets 


I N THESE days of multiple chan¬ 
nels, on-demand programming 
and enough variety to satisfy 
even the most selective of 
tastes, it is hard to emulate the 
loyalty of the devoted radio listener. 

For every time the death of radio is 
touted, it finds a way to re-engage 
with an audience who, in turn, can 
become transfixed by their favourite 
channel and, more precisely, their 
favourite show. 

It’s no surprise then that avid lis¬ 
teners of the Sunday Supplement on 
BBC Radio Kent, a light entertain¬ 
ment music and chat show presented 
by the popular Paul James and Paul 
Harris, were up in arms when it was 
suddenly axed. 

Presenting together for 13 years, PJ 
and Harris, as they became known, 
had developed a large fan base which 
followed them from their Saturday 
programme when it was moved to the 
llam-2pm Sunday slot. 

Ratings were high and at one point 
they had the most listened to week¬ 
end show of all the stations in Kent. 

But at the end of last year things 
changed. 

Experienced radio executive Gor¬ 
don Davidson, who bills himself as a 
‘management and radio consultant’, 
was drafted in for a stint to “shake 
things up” at BBC Radio Kent. 

His arrival would signal the end of 
the Sunday Supplement. 

Just before Christmas, he broke the 
news to Paul Harris that despite the 
popularity of the show, it was being 
pulled, ending on January 5. 

To this day, Paul James says he has 
never officially been told. 

Instead, the pair claim, Mr Harris 
was asked by the consultant to “tell 
your mate”. 

The popular entertainers, who had 
previously remained silent over their 
sacking, this week opened up to KoS 
about what happened and why they 
feel so hurt. 

“I went to record a carol service at 
Rochester Cathedral just before Christ¬ 
mas,” said Mr Harris, “and this consult¬ 
ant guy was there and he asked if I 
was free for a chat the next day. 

“I said yes but that Paul (James) 
was working on a show in London so 
not available in the afternoons. 

“But I told him I’d come over any¬ 
way and so I went to Tunbridge Wells. 
He spent 15 minutes saying how good 
our show was, he was very compli¬ 
mentary. 

“But then he said he had to bring 
new people on and that while in the 
old days they would have given some¬ 
body a programme at 3am to learn 
the job, they couldn’t do that now. 

“He said they had to move things 
around and ‘unfortunately your 
show is going’. 

“I said ‘Oh’ and he said ‘well, some¬ 
body’s got to go’. 

“As I was leaving he said ‘by the 
way, tell your mate will you’. To this 
very day Paul (James) has never met 
the man or spoken to him. 

“It’s bad manners. You’d think he 
might have phoned to say ‘sorry we 
can’t meet but this is what’s happen¬ 
ing’.” 

On their last day, they said, there 
was no sight of the man who had 
wielded the axe, just a bottle of Cham¬ 
pagne and some chocolates. 

Their departure from the airwaves 
was met with an angry response from 
loyal listeners who launched a cam- 
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Sunday radio stars’ 
sadness at ‘lunacy’ 
that saw show axed 




SADDENED: Radio duo Paul 
Harris and Paul 'PJ’ James 


k k I thought there’d 
be a few complaints but 
we’ve had thousands 
of letters and emails. 

I get sent letters saying 
people are already 
switching off... JJ 


Paul Harris, 

Former BBC Radio Kent DJ 



paign to bring them back. They were 
left particularly incensed as the show 
has been replaced with a repeat of a 
week-day phone-in. 

The BBC, however, says the move 
was simply part of the natural evolu¬ 
tion of the schedules. 

The BBC told KoS: “Refreshing the 
schedule from time-to-time is part of 
running a radio station and we are 
always looking for ways to better 
serve our audience and to remain dis¬ 
tinctive in the market.” 

The corporation would not com¬ 
ment on the claim that Paul James had 
not officially been told of his sacking. 

With both working on a freelance 
basis on the Sunday show, it meant 
the safety net reserved for staff was 
not there to break their fall. 

And for the BBC, it meant no need 
to navigate the legal minefield de¬ 
signed to protect contracted staff. 

F or Mr James, who lives in 
Gravesend, and Mr Harris, 
who lives near Canterbury, it 
was a kick in the teeth, not 
least because the pair had devoted 27 
and 19 years respectively to the BBC 
alongside their other professional 
commitments. 

Even more of a blow, they say, is the 
fact the Sunday Supplement has not 
been replaced with a new show, but 
highlights from the Julia George 
weekday programme. 

“If they said they were taking us off 
because they needed a change, that 
they were going to bring in someone 
with the same sort of stuff but with a 
different angle to it, with light enter¬ 
tainment, we’d have said ‘fine’,” said 
Mr James. 

“But to bring in something so ob¬ 
scure - and repeats - for a Sunday 
morning, well it’s just lunacy. 

“We’re not knocking Julia George 
at all or her show. It’s just that the 
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younger set 
of listeners? 

ONE of the reasons for the change, 
according to Paul Harris and Paul 
James, is a drive to get more younger 
listeners to tune in to Radio Kent. 

Traditionally, the show has always 
been aimed at the over-50s - a niche 
created by the success of the likes of 
Invicta FM, which morphed into 
commerical pop station Heart. 

But it seems the BBC wants to bring 
that average age down. 

Paul Harris said: “They’ve tried this 
before. Several times it’s come around 
that we must get younger listeners 
and they try to change the music and 
then three months later they’re 
saying, ‘we’ve got to pander to the 
older people’. 

“They realise they cannot get the 
younger listeners. They’ll come in 
when they’re 50.” 

He adds: “What has been said to 
me in the past is if we don’t get young 
people in, when all the old ones die, 
we’ll have no listeners. 

“Well, my answer to that is, when 
Radio Medway started in about 1970 
[the origin of BBC Radio Kent], all the 
listeners were old then, they’re all 
gone now, how come we’ve still got an 
audience? 

“What they will not realise is that 
radio is an age thing. 

“Right back in my time, when I 
was 18,1 was listening to pirate radio 
and Radio 1. Then you get into your 
30s and you discover Radio 2 and 
now I’m listening to Radio 4, which 
back then I never thought I’d do. 

“It’s the same at Radio Kent, you 
will never get young listeners.” 

Paul James said they catered for the 
older type. 

“We weren’t trying to fool the public. 
BBC Kent’s audience is over 50, so we 
played music that would suit that. 

“Within a week of the new guy 
coming in, our first track was The 
Killers. For pensioners! 

“If you give the public what you 
think they want and not actually 
what they do want it won’t work.” 

They stressed that the listeners 
seemed to have been forgotten. 

Mr Harris said: “We used to have 
posters in the studio with a picture of 
an old lady and it said ‘remember the 
listeners’ because without listeners 
you’re all out of work.” 

When asked, the BBC would not 
comment on whether it is pushing for 
a younger audience. 

However, the local BBC studio 
- based in Tunbridge Wells - has been 
no stranger to criticism in how it has 
managed many of its well-known 
presenters. 

In September 2009, popular 
presenting duo Beverley Thompson 
and Geoff Clark were dropped from its 
BBC South East Today news show and 
replaced by current duo Rob Smith 
and Polly Evans. 

It prompted suggestions at the 
time it was a move to attract a 
younger audience - accusations that 
were fiercely denied by BBC chiefs. 


PAUL James and Paul Harris 
were not just thrown together 
for a programme at Radio Kent. 

The pair have known each 
other for 40 years. 

The fact they were not 
journalists but ‘entertainers’ 
also worked in their favour, 
says Paul James. 

“Paul (Harris) came to the 
BBC to do a show and I was 
there and said why don’t you 
come in and do reviews of 
local theatre,” said Mr James. 

That was in 1994. 

Then 13 years ago, a 
suggestion of a “two-header” 
programme with the two Pauls 
was floated by an editor. 

“He gave us a month,” said 
Mr James. 

But figures soared and the 
show became a permanent 
slot in the timetable. 

Mr James added: “We could 
get celebs to come on because 
we’d been in the game for so 
long and knew lots of them. 

“We’d promote local theatre 
and get people on to talk about 
what was going on.” 

Mr James said: “We’re not 
blowing our own trumpet, but 
our show worked and the 
reason why is because we 
were always out meeting our 
audience - we knew what they 
liked and what they didn’t.” 

The pair clearly adored 
working with each other, too. 

“We used to send each 
other up and laugh and laugh,” 
said Mr James. 

“We’ve both been in 
showbusiness since we left 
school. We’re entertainers.” 


programme deals with heavy issues 
such as cancer, divorce, that kind of 
thing, which you don’t associate with 
Sunday morning listening. And it’s a 
phone-in show, but because it’s re¬ 
corded, people can’t phone in.” 

Mr James said he was surprised a 
change had even been made since 
their show had been so highly praised 
by previous managing editor Paul 
Leaper, who has gone on attachment 
to the marketing arm of the BBC. 

“The last thing he said to us before 
going on attachment was that he 
would not touch the show because 
Sundays worked, the figures were cer¬ 
tainly brilliant and they were very 
happy with that, ‘so don’t worry lads’.” 

But despite how they have been 
treated, the pair - who joke they are 
the “grandad” version of TV’s Ant 
and Dec, although they refused to re¬ 
veal their ages - are not bitter. 

In fact, they admit, if the BBC was 
to offer them their show back, they 
would have no hesitation in 
returning. 

They say they feel most for their lis¬ 
teners who were not informed of the 
show end and have been bombarding 
the BBC with emails and letters. 

Some, insiders at the BBC say, have 
been in tears. 


“Our listeners are so lovely and so 
loyal. We get them emailing and writ¬ 
ing to us,” said Mr Harris. 

“I thought there would be a few 
complaints but we’ve had thousands 
of letters and emails. 

“I get sent letters from people who 
have written to Gordon Davidson 
saying they are switching off and not 
listening anymore. 

“Apparently they get told this is not 
the end of us, that in January there 
would be a discussion about new 
projects - we haven’t heard a word.” 

They admit they haven’t been hold¬ 
ing their breath: “It hasn’t happened 
before (at the BBC).” 

“We loved doing it, we’d have been 
happy to stay there until we fell off 
our perches,” said Mr Harris. 

Mr James said it used to be that 
great listening figures meant a show 
would continue, but that this had 
changed. 

“Now it doesn’t come into it,” added 
Mr Harris. “They just think, ‘it 
doesn’t fit in with our new format’. 

“We’ve seen many editors come in 
- many very good ones -but there are 
others who come in, they’re going to 
change the world, they mess it up and 
they move on. 

“Then there is more work trying to 


bring the listeners back. The upset¬ 
ting thing is if somebody’s figures are 
bad, or they’re down the pan, or 
they’re swearing on air, then you 
expect them to go, but you should test 
the audience because that’s why 
we’re there. 

“You should see what they want 
and then give them what they want, 
not what you want.” 

Mr James added: “Some of the mu¬ 
sic we played, for example, which we 
knew the audience loved, wouldn’t 
have been our choice but we were 
there to play to the audience. It’s not a 
self-indulgent thing.” 

k k We loved doing it, 
we’d have been happy 
to stay there until we 
fell off our perches. 
They just think, ‘it 
doesn’t fit in with our 
new format’ vv 


Paul Harris, 

Former BBC Radio Kent D] 


M r James and Mr Harris - 
who are both heavily in¬ 
volved in theatre as well 
as after-dinner speaking 
engagements - paid tribute to their 
colleagues at the BBC and admitted 
they had been great. 

Some, they said, however, had been 
embarrassed at what had happened. 

But for the out-going duo, it’s the 
listeners who remain the most impor¬ 
tant thing to them. 

“That’s the reason we did it and 
why we loved it,” they said. 

A BBC spokeswoman said on the 
matter: “Paul James and Paul Harris 
have done a fantastic job presenting 
their show for BBC Radio Kent, and 
we would like to wish them all the 
best for the future. 

“As part of this new schedule, Julia 
George is on BBC Radio Kent on Sun¬ 
days from 11am, looking back at the 
local stories of the week, meeting spe¬ 
cial guests and playing great music.” 

■ We have already received letters 
on changes at BBC Radio Kent - see 
our letters page in this edition. Why 
not share your views? Write to: The 
Editor, KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe 
Road, Smeeth, Ashford TN25 6SS. 
Or email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 







Two years after they were announced, Mary Portas’ involvement with Kent towns on her Portas Pilot 
list appears to have long since ceased... much to the disappointment of some, writes Chris Murphy. . 


Portas...has she 
washed hands 
of pilot towns? 



CONTROVERSIAL: Mary Portas’ involvement in the continued regeneration of town centres has been missed 


P RECISELY two years ago 
this week, the Govern¬ 
ment announced a much 
trumpeted scheme to 
breathe new life into a doz¬ 
en carefully selected town centres. 

At the helm would be the self-styled 
Queen of Shops Mary Portas - the 
outspoken retail gum, who had been 
tasked by the prime minister to ex¬ 
amine the issues facing our tradition¬ 
al retail hubs. 

On February 4, 2012, local govern¬ 
ment minister Grant Shapps said he 
was offering “a golden ticket” to 12 
town centres “to become Portas Pilots”. 

The deal was simple. Put forward a 
powerful argument as to why your 
town needed to share a £1 million 
cash pot and they will get, as Mr 
Shapps put it, “Mary’s and my support 
as they try out the ideas in her review”. 

Fast forward to February 4, 2014, 
and Ms Portas has not been seen in ei¬ 
ther of the two Kent towns, who made 
the initial 12, for more than a year. 

Perhaps more tellingly, she’s not 
been down to Margate since filming a 
controversial TV show, broadcast last 
May, which looked at her 
efforts to boost the seaside town. 

So after all the hype, has Ms Portas 
simply forgotten the towns she was 
tasked with assisting? 

Richard Ash is head of the Margate 
Town Team, set up to implement 
changes and improvements to a town 
devastated by both the opening of the 
nearby Westwood Cross out-of-town 
shopping centre and a steady decline 
in its fortunes. 

He says there have been some very 
positive outcomes, including the pop¬ 
up shops project - where smaller 
start-up businesses are given the 
chance to prove themselves - but ad¬ 
mitted little has been seen or heard of 
Ms Portas. 

When asked if she had been back to 
Margate since the controversial 
programme, he thought for a 
moment and declared: “No.” 

Asked if he was upset at that, he 
added: “I think that was the way it 
was always going to be because she 
was not going to be paid to be back in 
town. 

“It would be nice if she came back 
and it would be very much 
appreciated. It would be a huge boost 
to traders. 

“If I was being honest, I am disap¬ 
pointed she has not been back to the 
town, but I had my realistic hat on 
and she wouldn’t, would she? 

“She has not been back quietly or 
otherwise. She has not been any¬ 
where near Margate.” 

However, he welcomed a recent 
one-year extension to the pop-up 
shop scheme as a success. 

He added: “I have agreed with the 
landlords that we have got an exten¬ 
sion of that for another year, so that is 
some good news.” 

What message would he pass on to 
Ms Portas now? 

“I would say to her ‘it would be very 
nice to have your input in terms of 
advice for traders, advice for Margate 
generally on how to keep the work 
moving forward and see it start to 
really thrive’. 

“I would like her support in bring¬ 
ing Margate back to the forefront of 
business, retail and tourism again.” 
Asked if he would be up for another 
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TV show, he said: “I think we would 
love to see another programme and 
see the progress Margate has made.” 

The first TV show was a highly con¬ 
troversial one. 

Initially, Ms Portas’ request to film 

kk I am disappointed 
she has not been back 
to the town. But I always 
had my realistic hat on 
and she wouldn’t, 
would she? vv 


Richard Ash, 

head of the Margate Town Team 


her progress and make Margate a key 
example of her scheme split opinion 
on the town team and among traders. 

After various clashes a number of 
the Margate Town Team resigned 
and viewers witnessed angry scenes. 

Her main idea was to create a ‘pier’ 
which stretched into the town rather 
than out to see. 

Along that pier she lined up enter¬ 
tainment - including Chas Hodges, 
one half of cockney duo Chas & Dave. 

It proved a success, but only for one 
day. 

When the TV show aired, however, 
many were less than convinced. 
Someone on Twitter posted: “So 
Mary Portas’ big plan to revive Mar¬ 
gate high street was to get one half of 
Chas ‘n’ Dave to play the piano one 
afternoon?” 


Mr Ash added that the £100,000 
from the cash pot was “peanuts” in 
terms of making a difference and that 
constant cuts to local government 
funding was adding to the problem. 

He said: “How can we carry on 
helping businesses and see our dream 
come true if there is no continuation 
of money? 

“We are not going to get any money 
out of the council, that’s for sure.” 

Mr Ash described Thanet as a “poor 
council” and that he understood the 
financial constraints it is under. 

But he added he was somewhat dis¬ 
appointed the authority did not take 
the opportunity to provide words of 
backing when KoS contacted the 
council’s communications team to 
comment on this story. It said it did 
not want to make any statement. 


Mr Ash said: “We have had good 
support from their officers that have 
been on the town team. It’s been very 
good. I can’t criticise that at all. 

“What I don’t think we have had is 
great support from higher up, in 
terms of the chief executive and that 
senior level.” 

He described the council’s failure to 
take the chance to add some words of 
support as “absolutely bizarre” add¬ 
ing: “I am very disappointed with 
that reaction. Surely they could offer 
a supportive statement? 

“We are a group of volunteers that 
have done so much to support the 
town.” 

H owever, the other Kent 
town named among the 
Portas Pilot dozen said it 
had been pleased with the 
star’s involvement. 

Leader of Dartford Borough Coun¬ 
cil, Jeremy Kite, said he could not be 
happier with the work Ms Portas has 
done for the town, and he would wel¬ 
come another visit. But admitted she 
had only been to the town once. 

He said: “She has been down to see 
us. We didn’t want the distraction of 
the TV show which we predicted 
would end in tears, so we said no to 
the show and thanks for the money. 

“She spent a day in Dartford speak¬ 
ing with retailers and there was a 
workshop in the afternoon. 

“Being free of the concern of every¬ 
thing being broadcast, everyone 
could speak more openly.” 

He added: “She has not been back 
to the town, but she did follow up on 
some promises to put us in touch with 
other people who were helpful. 

“Her legacy is the community shop 
which is still running and has been 
very successful.” 

Ashford was named among a 
second batch of towns to benefit from 
her assistance. 

Although the local council says it 
too was pleased, it admits Ms Portas 
hasn’t been to the town at all. 

The authority’s portfolio holder for 
town centre and urban economy, 
Graham Galpin, said: “Being named 
a Portas Pilot town has been a major 
turning point for Ashford town cen¬ 
tre, and the catalyst we needed for 
change. 

“Not only have we been able to get 
to work on the Portas Pilot projects 
listed in our bid, but we’ve also been 
able to host a new food and drink 
festival and to launch a new town 
centre action team to keep the town 
looking at its best. 

“We are extremely grateful and 
happy with the support we have re¬ 
ceived from this national programme 
to boost local traders. 

“As Ashford was part of the second 
round of towns, Mary Portas has not 
been directly involved in our projects 
as her time has been taken up with 
the first stage towns. 

“But she is aware of the good work 
that the Ashford Town Team is under¬ 
taking and has retweeted our @love_ 
ashford news on several occasions.” 

When we contacted Mary Portas’ 
office, no-one was prepared to com¬ 
ment. Instead we were directed to 
the Department for Communities and 
Local Government press office where 
a puzzled spokesman said he was un¬ 
able to speak on her behalf. 
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• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 
Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 
01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 
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Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

• Uniform prices paid at both depots 

Bright Wire £4050 per tonne 
New Production Brass Cuttings £2,850 per tonne 
Clean Aluminium Wheels £800 per tonne 
Household Cable £1,340 per tonne 
Lead £1020 per tonne 
Copper water cylinders £50 each 


Prices applicable until 
Tuesday 11th February 2014 


All other non-ferrous metals purchased with immediate payment 
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KENT no win no fee specialists 


0845 2221 999 
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about your claim 
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SERIOUS INJURY CLAIM? 


We can help with your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (Headway 
Approved Solicitors 2014) • Spinal 
injuries • Accidents leading to limb 
amputation • Hypermobility triggered 
by an accident • Fatal accidents 
• Medical negligence 


Call GIRLINGS PERSONAL 
INJURY SOLICITORS on 


Is dock plan 
the secret to 
unlocking 
port town’s 
regeneration? 

Ambitious transformation hopes to boost both 
ferry and bulk business, and as Joe Bill discovers, 
bring much-needed cash into Dover town too... 


S PRAWLING beneath the iconic white 
cliffs and under the watchful eye of a 
medieval castle, the Port of Dover is a 
dramatic blend of industry, history 
and opportunity. 

Millions of people each year enter and exit the 
port, with a constant stream of boats coming in 
and out, it is an essential link to the Continent 
which looms amid the sea mist on the horizon. 

Despite competition from cheaper air flights 
and the high-speed rail link to France, it has 
continued to flourish and today stands as one of 
the busiest transport terminals in the world. 

Yet despite its success, Dover as a town fails to 
be ignited as a consequence. 

Few would argue the town itself has seen 
better days. 

The castle, with its majestic towers and de¬ 
fences, disguises a town that has always strug¬ 
gled to capitalise on being the entry and exit 
point to the UK. 

In short, although millions pass through 
Dover, few stop to explore, and so the town itself 
suffers from a run-down air and areas of 
deprivation. 

How to solve the issue has been a dilemma for 
all those with a vested interest for years. 

And this week a new proposal was put on the 
table, with, at its heart, plans to transform the 
Dover Western Docks. 

Unlike the Eastern Docks, which handles the 
majority of passenger traffic, the Western Docks 
has struggled over recent decades. 

Once the home of hovercraft services, it is now 
the base of the port’s successful cruise terminal. 

Plans put forward, however, would see a mul¬ 
ti-million pound transformation creating 600 
new jobs and protecting 140 more. 

However, question marks have been raised as 
to the quality of those jobs and exactly where 
the money required to fund the ambitious 
scheme will come from. 

“Our aim is to relocate our existing cargo ter¬ 
minal from the Eastern Docks to the Western 
Docks,” said Port of Dover chief executive Tim 
Waggott. 

“That will free up space for further long-term 
development of the ferry business, but it also ena¬ 
bles us to take advantage of current market op¬ 
portunities that we have in the cargo business.” 


Cargo tonnage has set record levels over the 
last two years, and Mr Waggott is keen to build 
on that success. 

He said: “We have now got customers coming 
to us who want to bring more products through 
Dover. 

“But the existing cargo footprint in the Eastern 
Docks is space-constrained in terms of the land 
area that we have to handle the product and 
some of the containers that it comes in. 

“The scale and size of ships that are carrying 
this cargo are now getting bigger and they want 
to bring it into the UK.” 

The announcement, which Dover District 
Council hopes will kick-start the regeneration of 
the town’s seafront, could also include a new 
marina as well as new residential and retail 
developments. 

Leader of the council Paul Watkins said: 
“Delivering major port development that 
protects long-term port capacity, but delivers 
jobs and opportunities now whilst creating a 
catalyst for major regeneration, will be a signifi¬ 
cant boost to the region and shows real 
commitment to Dover.” 

The plans would see two cargo ships being 
able to berth at the same time and the port’s 
chief executive believes that ignoring this op¬ 
portunity to progress would be huge economic 
mistake. 

He also revealed that one in every four of one 
of the nation’s favourite fruits arrives in the 
country via Dover. It is building on that sector 
which the port authorities want to capitalise on. 

Added Mr Waggott: “It’s very much a niche 

kk It’s very much a niche 
sector for us in fresh produce, 
but we have seen about 25 per 
cent of the total UK imports of 
bananas come through the 
Port of Dover last year. JJ 


Tim Waggott, 

Port of Dover chief executive 
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FUTURE: An artist’s impression of what the Western Docks could look like if the new proposal goes ahead. It would, backers say, make the port more attractive to importers of fresh produce 


sector for us in fresh produce, but we have seen 
about 25 per cent of the total UK imports of ba¬ 
nanas come through the Port of Dover last year. 

“And supermarkets say that bananas tend to 
rank in their top three sellers after petrol and 
lottery tickets.” 

Ships loaded with fruit and vegetables al¬ 
ready dock at Dover from West Africa and South 
America but shippers are looking to increase 
their consignments. 

“It’s really big business and for us to get an 
even more prominent position in the UK would 
be a really good step forward,” said Mr Waggott. 

“But if that cargo can’t come through Dover 
and those shippers can’t increase the volumes 
through the port they will look to go somewhere 
else. And obviously we don’t want that to 
happen.” 


Development of the Western Docks was given 
approval back in 2012 as part of the port’s long¬ 
term plan which means, in theory at least, work 
could begin immediately. 

However, there remains a question mark over 
the funding of the project. 

o where will the money come from? 

Mr Waggott said: “It will be a mixture. 
It’s a multi-million pound investment 
that needs to be driven partially by our 
own cash reserves, as well as some element of 
borrowing and some inward investment. 

“We are already engaged confidentially with 
a number of developers to discuss the possibili¬ 
ties for both cargo development and then the 
wider waterfront development.” 

Motis Freight Services Agency, which operates 


in the cargo sector at the port, is delighted at the 
plans which will see a rise on the three container 
ships that already dock at Dover weekly. 

Motis general manager Robert Hardy said: 
“Such a vision to create a vibrancy in this part 
of the port that would transform it for the long¬ 
term is fantastic news for us and our customers, 
for the port and for Dover as a whole. 

“Dover now has the chance to realise its po¬ 
tential and create the destination where people 
will not only want to live but also want to work. 

“We live in exciting times and I am glad to be 
part of it and for all those at Motis to see what 
opportunities there are working in Dover.” 

There have also been questions asked about 
the competition other ports such as Calais and 
Thurrock pose. 

But Dover chiefs say Calais already works 


with Dover, with much of the cargo offloaded in 
Kent being shipped by ferry to Calais and the 
Continent. 

Chairman of the South East Local Enterprise 
Partnership Peter Jones believes that Dover’s 
development would be good for the nation as a 
whole. 

He said: “The Port of Dover is of national and 
international significance. Ensuring that it can 
develop and grow as a key gateway and enhanc¬ 
ing its resilience is vital, so that it can continue 
to support the nation’s economic activity and 
prosperity in the years to come. 

“Port development must be seen as part of a 
wider strategic vision to establish an alternative 
transport corridor to the Midlands and the 
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healthwatch 

Kent 


Would you like to help people 
get the best health and 
social care in Kent? 



Volunteer with 
Healthwatch Kent and 
make a difference 


Healthwatch Kent is your new champion. We take your views and opinions to 
the people who commission health and social care services in Kent to make 
them better for the future. 

We need your help to make it happen! We have a whole range of opportunities 
to get involved from attending meetings on our behalf, reading and analysing 
information, leading our Area Teams and providing administrative support. 



Sounds interesting? Come and talk to us at any of the following meetings: 

Canterbury: 5th Feb 6:30-8:30pm, Asda Canterbury 

Gravesend: 6th Feb 6:30-8:30pm, Dartford Riverside Centre, Gravesend 

Deal: 7th Feb 6:30-8:30pm, Deal Town Hall 

Broadstairs: 10th Feb 6:30-8:30pm, Kent Innovation Centre, Broadstairs 

Maidstone: 12th Feb 6:30-8:30pm, Maidstone Community Centre, 39-48 Marsham St, Maidstone 

Sittingbourne: 13th Feb 6:30-8:30pm, Swale CVS, Central Avenue, Sittingbourne 

Ashford: 17th Feb 5:30-7pm, International House, Dover Place, Ashford 
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What is the future for Ramsgate’s port? 


WHILE Dover sees some encour¬ 
agement, the future of Ramsgate’s 
once thriving port remains unsure. 

It is still picking up the pieces of 
the collapse of the most recent 
passenger service. 

Thanet District Council said it will 
“take whatever action it can” in its 
attempts to recover £3.4 million of 
debt it was owed after the collapse 
of the TransEuropa ferry service. 

The ferry operator provided a 
passenger service between 
Ramsgate and Ostende, in Belgium, 
between 1998 and 2013. 

In April last year, the company 
went bust and reports emerged 
Thanet council had provided 
“temporary financial support” to 
TransEuropa. 

The council allowed the firm to 
defer port fees in an arrangement 
that would see the operator continu¬ 


ing to trade out of the port while 
seeking further investment. 

A spokesman for the authority 
said: “Thanet District Council will 
take whatever action it can to 
recover the £3.4m outstanding debt 
owed following the collapse of 
TransEuropa.” 

Thanet council has also confirmed 
it is looking for a replacement ferry 
company to operate out of its port. 

The spokesman said: “The council 
is actively promoting the commer¬ 
cial viability of the port to other ferry 
operators with a view to potentially 
securing another service to operate 
out of Ramsgate, as well as simulta¬ 
neously seeking other income 
generating opportunities.” 

It was reported that Thanet council 
missed its opportunity to seize one 
of the ships run by TransEuropa - 
the Ostende Spirit - at the time 


the company went bust. 

The local authority had the right 
under the Harbours Act 1964 to 
detain any vessel at the Port of 
Ramsgate in respect of unpaid port 
charges. However, the 25,000 tonne 
asset sailed to Tilbury Docks in 
Essex leaving the authority empty 
handed. 

The iconic Ostende Spirit had a 
three-year stint running from 
Ramsgate port to Ostende, having 
previously been known as the Pride 
of Calais on her journeys between 
Dover and the French port under 
the P&O flag. 

The 27-year-old vessel, which was 
loaned to TransEuropa by P&O, hit 
the headlines for the final time at the 
end of last year after it was sold to a 
scrap yard in Aliaga, Turkey, and 
was run aground to be demolished 
and recycled. 
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north through a new Thames 
Crossing while supporting new town 
centre investment and community 
development.” 

The port, which handles 14 million 
passengers a year, is hoping work 
could begin later this year. 

Mr Waggott explained that the port 
is already in discussion with the High¬ 
ways Agency about junction improve¬ 
ments on the main route from the A20 
into the new terminal but could not 


put a time frame on when the develop¬ 
ment might happen. 

He added: “We need to get going 
now, because until we work out what 
is possible and how we phase the de¬ 
velopment to link it to funding, and 
customers needs, we can’t be precise 
on the time frame. 

“What I am saying is that the jour¬ 
ney has begun. We have started en¬ 
gaging with the market place to firm 
up on what the costs of delivery of the 
terminal are going to be. 

“We have gone live and we want to 


be transparent and open with the 
community to create and add value 
and kick-start the regeneration of 
Dover. We want to provide the catalyst 
for inward investment into Dover and 
we want everybody’s support to help 
us get on with it.” 

The 600 jobs are described as being 
in ‘logistics’ although some fear they 
could be packing positions - in other 
words low-paid jobs which are un¬ 
likely to help enrich a local commu¬ 
nity in desperate need of increased 
employment opportunities. 


N ews of a redeveloped 
marina featuring new resi¬ 
dential and retail proper¬ 
ties has encouraged locals 
that Dover, as a town, could reap the 
financial and social rewards. 

Dover Harbour Board chairman 
George Jenkins believes the develop¬ 
ment of the port could spark 
inward investment of the wider Dover 
community. 

He said: “Transforming this part of 
the port estate can, in turn, support 
the wider transformation agenda, 


one which sees the port and town 
working together, which the port is 
also championing through its Dover 
waterfront regeneration project with 
Dover District Council. 

“The people of Dover have waited 
long enough for its revival. That 
could start right now, breathing new 
life into our port and community.” 

Ultimately, the success of the devel¬ 
opment needs to reflect a boost to the 
local community. Dover deserves a 
rebirth - only time will tell if this is 
the project to do just that. 





to get 10% off any 
in store purchases 
show this 
ad at Little 
Fish Shop 


Aquatic Centre 


Established in 1999, we are now extremely well known for our friendly 
yet professional customer service and advice. W e spec ialise in providing 
many types of marine, pond, cold water emtlropical fish to fill your 
aquarium, as well as fish tank^fo^help you grow your collection! 


For all yi 
• Marine • 


PIP Pond Plants 
• Glass FibreTjpnds 
Pumps 
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www.littlefishshop.co.uk 
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Valentine’s gifts 
galore at Whitefriars! 


WIN a romantic meal For 
two and £200 to spend 
in WhiteFriars! 

See website 
For details. 


:: While stocks last 



With over 100 leading brands, you’ll be spoilt 
For Valentine’s Day giFt ideas at WhiteFriars, in 
the heart oFCanterbury. FREE red roses* For 
WhiteFriars shoppers on 14 February! 


Scan this OR code with your 
smartphone for a direct link to 
the competition web page. 

www.whiteFriars.eu 


WHITEFRIARS 

Canterbury 
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T HE smell of Deep Heat, the 
sound of banging boots 
and the taste of the half¬ 
time oranges - Sunday 
league football may be a 
world away from the glitz and glam¬ 
our of the Premier League, but for 
thousands it remains a field of dreams 
for those who fantasise of emulating 
the stars. 

Yet it appears that dream is dying. 
Despite the nation’s obsession with 
the sport, grassroots football at this 
level is in decline. And, ironically per¬ 
haps for a sport where the upper ech¬ 
elons are so dominated by it, money is 
at the root of the problem. 

Last season, Kent lost 50 11-a-side 
clubs from its adult amateur leagues 
- a worrying trend that has seen 
1,000 teams quit nationally over the 
past 12 months. 

So what’s causing the drop? 

Most fundamental is a change in 
social attitudes. Sunday is now as ac¬ 
tive a day for shops and families as 
Saturday, and the demands to spend 
time with family, or to work, has 
eroded the number who play regu¬ 
larly (see page 22). As a consequence, 
this has seen many switch instead to 
one of the rising number of five-a-side 
leagues popping up across the coun¬ 
ty, with a more convenient week- 
night fixture list. 

Yet the conditions for Sunday 
league sides present a challenge in 
themselves. 

Pitches are often poorly maintained 
and matched only by the poor state of 
repair of the facilities. And with each 
element comes a cost which is proving 
too high a price to pay for many. 

“I think some of the fun has gone 
out of Sunday league football,” said 
Michael Lome, who has been in¬ 
volved at an amateur level as both a 
player and coach for almost 25 years. 

“There are far less people playing 
and it can be a real pain for players to 
scrape money together to pay for poor 
pitches.” 

He adds: “I have seen many great 
people who have been involved in 
Sunday league across the county for 
many years, walking away due to the 
frustrations of not being able to afford 
it. Some of these teams have been 
around for 30 years or more but they 
are dying out now.” 

Neil Sayer started coaching a team 
in the Herne Bay and Whitstable Sun¬ 
day League for the first time this sea¬ 
son. He has swiftly found you need to 
run the club as a business rather than 
a hobby if it is to survive. 

“Westmeads Recreation Ground, 
our home pitch in Whitstable, is 
classed as a ‘self-maintained’ pitch. 
So we have the keys to the changing 
rooms and we have to sweep up and 
sort everything out every time we 
play there. 

“That costs us £57 per game - and 
that is at the cheap end of things. 

“On top of that you have to pay £25 

kk I think some of the 
fun has gone out of 
Sunday league football. 
It can be a real pain 
for players to scrape 
money together to 
pay for poor pitches ff 


Michael Lome, 

Sunday league coach 


for a referee. So that’s more than £80 
just there. 

“Then you have to buy nets for the 
goals, corner flags, new kits for when 
the last one gets ruined. You also 
have to pay to register for each cup 
and league competition you enter, 
which costs at least £20 each. So we 
have to try and raise extra money 
through sponsorships and fundrais¬ 
ing to keep us afloat.” 

With each player donating £5 per 
week in subs, Mr Sayer explained just 
how easily a club can go into debt and 
have to fold. 

“There are things that can really 
hurt the clubs,” he explains. 

“As a manager you spend a lot of 
time chasing and organising referees 
for games. 

“And if it gets to match day and they 
pull out without telling anyone you 
still get charged for using the pitch. 

“How can you make players pay 
their subs when they haven’t even 
played? You can’t, so the clubs fall 
into debt. 

“And when players themselves fall 
behind with payments you can’t just 
kick them out of the club because it 
will hurt the team. So you have to 
fund it yourself and that’s not sus¬ 
tainable either.” 

The complaint about pitch fees is 
echoed by Michael Lome, who has 
had to move his team onto private 
land after coming to an agreement 
with the owner. 

He said: “For me price of the pitch is 
the number one problem. The grass is 
often poorly maintained. 

“A pitch we played on the other day 
had two huge great holes. They 
weren’t even divots. They were filled 
with water. And they are charging us 
to play on them. 

“So with the money we pay, why 
aren’t these holes filled in and the 
condition of the pitch brought up to a 
level to make it playable?” 

T he Kent FA is the local branch 
of the sport’s governing body 
- the Football Association. 

In 2012 it launched its foot¬ 
ball development strategy - a three- 
year programme designed to grow the 
grassroots game, increase player 
numbers and improve facilities. 

As a consequence, it has tackled 
why players are leaving the sport in 
the first place. 

Among the many gripes are the 
costs involved. 

Chief executive of the Kent FA, Paul 
Dolan, revealed that despite the 
downturn in numbers, the county 
still has some 45,000 local adult play¬ 
ers - and more teams now than ten 
years ago. But, worryingly, it is prov¬ 
ing difficult to plug the hole which is 
seeing so many leak from the game. 

He explained: “We have had a de¬ 
cline in teams in the past three sea¬ 
sons. Before that it was fairly stable. 

“It’s important to note that we 
looked at data from the 2001/02 sea¬ 
son, which showed that we had 931 
adult teams whereas this season we 
have 1,097. 

“So that’s 166 more teams than we 
had 10 years ago. So while it is declin¬ 
ing we are still in a much better place 
than we were.” 

Mr Dolan, who has been head of 
the Kent FA for three years, added: 
“Everything we do about raising 
standards and producing better play¬ 
ers you can’t do without pitches and 
facilities. 

“We were concerned that with the 
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comprehensive spending review, and 
the public sector funding cuts, what 
the impact might be on grassroots 
football. 

“Our concern that sport and leisure 
are not statutory services for local au¬ 
thorities means they might see football 
pitches and facilities as a way of gener¬ 
ating income, by making them more 
expensive, selling off playing fields or 
reducing maintenance budgets.” 

The county FA say they are looking 
to safeguard the future of grassroots 
football by meeting every local coun¬ 
cil in the country to discuss the de¬ 
cline in adult numbers. 

He added: “We are meeting the lead¬ 
ers and the chief executives and pre¬ 
senting them with a detailed analysis 


of what football is like in their area. 

“So telling them how many teams 
they’ve got, how many players they’ve 
got and what investment has gone 

kk You can justify to 
players that they can 
get covered in mud on a 
poor pitch and pay for 
the privilege, if there is 
a nice warm shower 
waiting for them ff 


Michael Lome, 

Sunday league coach 


into that area helps to really show 
that grassroots football provides a 
valuable, local service to vast num¬ 
bers of people. I don’t think they truly 
get that yet.” 

Having already spoken to 10 local 
authorities, Mr Dolan is keen to get 
councils agreeing to freeze pitch fees 
and retain playing fields. 

However, he believes Kent teams 
get a better deal from their councils 
than they realise. 

“What local authorities will tell you 
is that they are, and have been, heavi¬ 
ly subsidising pitches for years. 

“They say the actual cost of mainte¬ 
nance of the pitch is a great deal more 
than they charge for hiring out to 
leagues. 

“Certainly, in some of the northern 
parts of the county, councils are 


putting them at the price they should 
be and that prices clubs out of the 
market.” 

Another bugbear of the Sunday 
league footballer is the condition of 
some of the county’s changing 
facilities. 

A n estimated 80 per cent of 
Kent’s grassroots matches 
are played on local authori¬ 
ty-owned pitches and play¬ 
ers and managers alike would like to 
see the facilities available reflecting 
the rental price they pay for them. 

Michael Lome said: “You can justi¬ 
fy to players that they can get covered 
in mud on a poor pitch and pay for the 
privilege, if there is a nice warm 
shower and changing room waiting 
for them. 


“But not when you turn up some¬ 
where and go home covered in dog 
mess because you can’t do anything 
about it. Prices need to reflect what 
people are receiving. 

“There is no doubt that facilities 
have got better in some areas, but you 
still have shocking places where you 
can’t even get your whole team in the 
changing room and they have to get 
changed outside. 

“But we are still expected to pay the 
same sort of fee whatever the condi¬ 
tions. That is not right.” 

Coach Neil Sayer believes there 
should be a minimum standard to 
each changing room. 

“Without doubt,” he says, “each 
one of these council pitches should 
have at least a shower facility. Just for 
hygiene’s sake. 
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“I understand the size of a changing 
room will vary depending on the space 
that is available, but there should be 
something available at each venue.” 

Kent FA chief Paul Dolan said that 
their strategy hoped to invest some 
£7m into new facilities around the 
county before 2015 and so far they 
have managed to attract investment 
of£5m. 

He explained: “We are trying to 
target priority sites that need invest¬ 
ment. Every individual pitch can’t be 
upgraded yet, we are targeting the 
multi-pitch sites where a lot of foot¬ 
ball is played. 

“There is investment out there and 
as long as we prioritise it, in the sites 
that need it and work with funders, 
we are confident we can reach the 
£7m target.” 


kk I don’t think the 
pitches or facilities 
have deteriorated from 
where they’ve been in 
the past. They’ve stayed 
constant. Expectations 
are just greater fy 


Paul Dolan, 

Kent FA chief executive 

Mr Dolan also believes that the fa¬ 
cilities that are available in Kent are 
still at a usable standard, and that 
perceptions of what should be availa¬ 


ble have changed players’ minds. 

“I don’t think the pitches or facili¬ 
ties have deteriorated from where 
they’ve been in the past. They’ve 
stayed fairly constant,” he says. 

“But because players can now go to 
small-sided commercial football cen¬ 
tres and play on a 3G pitch and go for 
a shower after the match, they are 
starting to get used to higher quality 
facilities and when they go and play 
at the weekend they compare it. Peo¬ 
ple’s expectations have got greater.” 

So can the ageing facilities at Kent’s 
football pitches actually still do the 
job these days? 

“Yes,” says the Kent FA chief. “For 
example, at Kings Farm in Gravesend, 
the changing rooms there are built 
like a bomb shelter. If you tear them 
down and built a new facility to speci¬ 


fication to suit the Football Founda¬ 
tion investment, there is no way that 
those new changing rooms would be 
as durable as the existing ones. 

“Some of these sites may not look 
particularly appealing but they are 
much more durable than if you built 
new ones.” 

T he Kent FA has said that the 
numbers in youth football 
are growing - meaning that 
there is something wrong 
with the transition into regular adult 
11-a-side. 

So Mr Dolan explained they are first¬ 
ly trying to tackle the problem of being 
thrown in the deep end by introducing 
a “stepping stone” under-21 league in 
the county - thus bridging the gap 
between the youth and adult game. 


A separate FA nationwide survey 
showed that for 14 to 25-year-olds, 
football was still the most popular 
activity. 

Mr Dolan said: “So that kind of 
shows that football has this really 
strong base of players at a younger 
age group, but once they start getting 
to 17 or 18 it starts declining. 

“And that is where adult football is 
suffering because there is not the 
back fill that there used to be of play¬ 
ers going into adult football. 

“We felt a lot of players were going 
into adult football too early, not en¬ 
joying it and dropping out. And once 
you drop out it’s really hard to get in¬ 
volved again. 

“So if there is that U21 stepping 
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Players are struggling to find time 
to play so FA moves the goalposts 


NATIONALLY, Sunday league 
adult football has lost some 19,000 
players in the past year - and that 
is as much due to changes in 
personal circumstances as it is 
conditions of pitches and changing 
rooms. 

Kent FA chief executive Paul 
Dolan said that one of the top 
reasons players have walked away 
from the sport is a change in 
lifestyle. 

He said: “If we go back 10 years, 
a lot of people worked structured 
weeks Monday to Friday from 9 am 
to 5pm, and the weekend would 
be for their leisure time. 

“That just doesn’t happen now. A 
lot of people work shift work. A lot 
of people work six if not seven 
days a week and so can’t commit 
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stone from youth to adult football we 
think it might aid player retention.” 

The Kent FA says it has also tried to 
keep the older generation of players 
involved by starting up a veteran’s 
cup tournament for players over the 
age of 35. 

Statistics show an increase in 
women’s football with 130 female 
teams across Kent as well as 55 disabil¬ 
ity teams, but the Sunday league’s am- 


the time to go and play for a team. 

“We can’t do anything about 
people working, but we can 
recognise it as an issue. We will 
look at having more flexibility 
around kick off times - so not just 
the Sunday morning at 10.30am. 

“Lots of the leagues are very 
structured and say that is when 
you will all kick-off with no room to 
budge. 

“But football needs to fit into 
people’s lifestyles now and players 
would like a little more flexibility. 

“There will always be a market 
for Sunday morning but there 
needs to be more opportunities 
available to play at different times.” 

The Kent FA say they are also 
putting together Just Play Centres 
around the county on varying 


ateur males remains a problem area. 

There are some 15,000 volunteers 
in the county working for the various 
leagues at different age groups to 
keep grassroots football alive and 
kicking, and Mr Dolan said that in the 
last year of their strategy the Kent FA 
will focus its efforts on keeping Sun¬ 
day leagues alive. 

“We have never done that before - 
acting as the intermediary between 
the local authority who provide the 
pitches and the clubs and leagues 


week nights at floodlit venues. 

Similar to the commercial five or 
six-sided tournaments that already 
exist, kick-off times and days will 
vary to attract as many people as 
possible, but the FA’s plan is to get 
them playing 11-a-side again. 

“We want to create more 
flexible aspects of 11-a-side 
football,” said Mr Dolan. 

“Not everyone can get to the 
game at 10am on a Sunday 
morning. But people can go along 
to these centres, have a kick about 
and come back again the following 
week. 

“They might not want to play in a 
structured team environment. But 
then again that could reignite their 
passion and push them to rejoin a 
local team.” 


who use them. We aim to demon¬ 
strate and prove that grassroots foot¬ 
ball delivers a valuable local service 
to vast numbers of local people. 

“We cannot sit back and watch 
while clubs and leagues struggle to 
survive.” 

■ Do you play Sunday league foot¬ 
ball? What do you think of the state of 
the game? Share your views. Write 
to: The Editor, KoS, Apple Barn, 
Smeeth, Ashford TN25 6SS. Or email 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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Comment 


A sign of ch anging police times 

A lack of police presence in rural communities was one area Kent’s Police and Crime Commissioner Ann 
Barnes was keen to address; something she has accomplished with her mobile police station initiative... 



ELLO to you all. I hope 
you have managed to 
stay safe, warm and dry 
in the recent storms. 

It’s heartbreaking to 
see flood victims hit again in the 
second wave of terrible weather... will 
it never end? 

It’s been another busy month for 
me and you may have seen in the 
press the first review of how my 
mobile police stations initiative has 
been doing. 

Since their introduction, the six 
mobile police stations have primarily 
been used in rural areas carrying out 
360 visits to 180 locations in the 
county per month. 

That’s a huge amount of the county 
with a visible police presence that 
otherwise may not have had one. 

During the first four to six months 
of the pilot project a total of 1,308 
people benefitted from having a 
police presence in the heart of their 
local community and were able to 
talk to community officers about 
their policing concerns and worries, 
something they would not otherwise 
have had the opportunity to do. 

I funded the introduction of mobile 



police stations to provide a police 
presence in mainly rural parts of our 
county where there may not have 
been a police station nearby. 

The reassurance this presence 
provides cannot be quantified or 
measured by numbers. 

There’s no measurement of the 
people who, even though they may 
not have visited their local mobile 
police station, know it is there and 
feel reassured by its presence. 

It’s important to add it didn’t cost 
the taxpayer a penny to buy these 
stations. 

The vehicles were already 
owned by Kent Police but 
weren’t being used to any 
great extent, and the offic¬ 
ers used to man them were 
already on the books. 

The police community 
support officers have to 
get out and about in the 
communities they 
serve somehow, and in 
an organisation that 
is dealing with limit¬ 
ed staff numbers, 
you have to look at 
new, innovative 


and exciting ways of doing things. 

That’s exactly what these mobile 
police stations represent; a fresh ap¬ 
proach to putting community officers 
exactly where I’m told time and time 
again that they’re wanted - in the 
hearts of local communities. 

I’m actually thrilled at how this 
initiative has developed; from the in¬ 
ception of an initial idea, to plans for 
the stations to now be used in crime 
hot-spot areas and in town centres at 
night-time. 

They’ve already been used as part 
of a burglary initiative, with the 
force deploying them near 
homes of burglary 
victims to deter re¬ 
peat offences. 

The mobile po¬ 
lice stations offer a 
regular police pres¬ 
ence at minimal 
cost, and that’s why 
it caught the eye of the 
policing minister and 
Ashford MP Damian 
Green who gave recog¬ 
nition to Kent for being 
the first force to adopt 
such an initiative at his re¬ 


cent national conference. 

They can also be requested at 
community fairs and events and are 
open to use by partner agencies to 
interact with communities - like the 
council or housing associations - free 
of charge. 

You can find out when your mobile 
police station is near you on my 
website http://kent-pcc.gov.uk/po- 
licecontactpoints.html or by calling 
Kent Police on 101. 

I am always happy to hear your 
views and ideas about how they can 
be used, so come and join me at my 
next ‘Meet the Commissioner and 
Chief Constable’ event. 

The event is on Wednesday, Febru¬ 
ary 26, at Royal British Legion Indus¬ 
tries, in Aylesford. 

Chief Constable Alan Pughsley and 
local police officers will join me to an¬ 
swer any specific operational policing 
matters. 

Registration is from 6pm for a 
6.30pm start and the question ses¬ 
sion will end at around 8pm. 

To book your place call the office on 
the number below or visit www.kent- 
pcc.gov.uk/meetthecommission- 
erandchiefconstable. 
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FLOODED: The Royal Military Canal, in Hythe, is struggling to cope with the persistent heavy 
rain as are the area’s drainage ditches, which are essential defences against flooding 





[mrcHfmi 


ARE YOU A VICTIM OF 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE? 


Call Girlings 1 Medical 
Negligence Helpdesk on 
0845 2221 909 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 


www.gi rl i ngspe rsonaliniury.co.uk 


For ages 4-16 
10am- 5pm 


For ages 4-16 
10am- 5pm 


TEL: 01634 661612 
Website: www.buckmore.co.uk 


(jfeftags 


KENT no win no fee specialists 



Urgent call to 
protect Marsh 
now or face 
flood disaster 


Green group and farmers calling for emergency 
action on Romney Marsh, writes Marijke Cox 


S TRETCHING serenely along the south¬ 
ern corner of Kent, the sparsely popu¬ 
lated and remote wetlands of Romney 
Marsh are a reminder of the stunning 
diversity of the county. 

Away from the urban sprawl of some of the 
bigger towns, or the busier coastal communi¬ 
ties, it sits peacefully between the coastline and 
hills, stretching over 100 square miles between 
the Cinque Ports of Rye to the west and Hythe in 
the east. 

The historic landscape, which is made up of 
reclaimed land, is as rich in history as it is wild¬ 
life, boasting a collection of medieval churches 
as well as nature and bird reserves. 

It is also one of the most fertile farming areas 
in Kent. 

New Romney and Lydd, as well as the unusu¬ 
al coastal area of Dungeness at the southern tip, 
are among its towns. 

But while its open space and flat, low-lying 
beauty is a draw for many, it is exactly this 
which creates its biggest threat. 

With prolonged heavy rain almost a daily fix¬ 
ture, its network of drainage channels - crucial 
in protecting the Marsh - are unable to cope. 

Environmental group CPRE Protect Kent and 
local farmers fear it could lead to the same se¬ 
vere problem seen in the Somerset Levels, which 
are currently submerged with flood water with 
families evacuated from their homes. 

CPRE Protect Kent and the National Farmers’ 
Union (NFU) say the unique landscape of Rom¬ 
ney Marsh has existed for more than 900 years 
due to the sophisticated network of drainage 
channels. 

But they stressed that decisions in recent dec¬ 
ades by government agencies has reduced the 
ability of the channels to perform the drainage 


function as effectively as in the past. 

They argue that maintenance work for drain¬ 
age has taken such a low priority, emergency 
planning now needs to be implemented. 

Farmers on the Marsh and Protect Kent are 
calling for a balanced and planned programme 
of investment in both capital and maintenance 
to protect the landscape for present and future 
generations. 

“Romney Marsh is a man-made area and re¬ 
quires regular maintenance,” said Dr Hilary 
Newport, CPRE Protect Kent’s director. 

“Whilst there has been welcome capital 
investment in flood prevention by the 
Environment Agency, this must be balanced 
with day-to -day maintenance. 

“Without this regular maintenance there is a 
real threat of the marshes becoming Kent’s own 
Somerset Levels.” 

While a beauty spot and wildlife enthusiast’s 
haven, Romney Marsh is also needed for its ag¬ 
ricultural production. 

Protect Kent said it is one of the largest and 
most fertile farming areas in the county and lo¬ 
cal food production remains an important eco¬ 
nomic and sustainability objective. 

Dr Newport added: “We are calling for the En¬ 
vironment Agency to ensure there is a rolling 
maintenance programme so that the marshes 
can remain a productive agricultural landscape 
and a rich wildlife resource.” 

Farmers have also got involved in the cam¬ 
paign, throwing their weight behind calls for 
better maintenance of the drainage network. 

Philip Cornish, local group secretary of the 
NFU, said: “We welcome CPRE speaking up for 
the uniquely varied farming landscape of Rom¬ 
ney Marsh, at this time, when flooding is an 
anxiety for everyone.” 
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BEACON : The new lighthouse at Dungeness 


MARSHSIDE BEAUTY 
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THE marshes were created through the 
natural process of sediment deposition 
as well as the gradual reclamation of the 
land for agricultural use. 

What was the seabed is most clearly 
defined at Rye - once a busy port, the 
harbour gradually silted up and became 
blocked. Its position, overlooking the 
Marsh, harks back to its vital strategic role. 

The flat, open marshland consists of 
pasture grazed by cattle or sheep and 
arable fields, divided by a network of 
drainage ditches and banks. 

There are few trees or hedges. 

It is this open, windswept feel, which 
has built the Marsh’s strong, unique 
character and won it the hearts of its 
visitors. It has also allowed the develop¬ 
ment of large wind and solar farms. 

Settlements are scattered across the 
area, linked by long open roads. 

Natural England, a non-departmental 
public body, says this landscape reflects 
the “piecemeal influence of the reclama¬ 
tion process”, pointing to the need to 
address maintenance and enhancement 
of the network of ditches as well as “less 
frequent and intensive dredging of the 
channels”. 
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Best Sale Ever 

NEVER DONE BEFORE!! 



Johnson’s Nursery, 
Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 
Kent, 

CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 


Polhill Garden Centre, 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TN14 7AD 
Car Park B 
01959 533466 


Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, 
Bearsted Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 5LH 
at rear of Notcutts 
01622 730777 


Bybrook Barn 
Garden Centre, 
Canterbury Road, 
Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 9JZ 
01233 878412 


Elm Court Garden Centre, 
Capstone Road, 
Gillingham, 

Kent, 

ME7 3JQ 
01634 405859 
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FAST REACTIONS : Medics delay in reaching the injured 51-year-old man in Dymchurch came soon after South East Coast Ambulance Service announced it had met government response times 


Seriously injured man 
waits almost an hour 
for medics to turn up 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


H EALTH chiefs have apolo¬ 
gised after a man who fell 
from his mobility scooter 
following a freak accident 
had to wait almost an 
hour for an ambulance to arrive. 

The 51-year-old was seriously injured 
after falling from his electric scooter 
along a main road near Dymchurch last 
Saturday. 

When medics did finally arrive, he 
needed treatment in intensive care. 

Police were called at around 3.40pm 
after motorists had spotted the man out 
of his scooter and in distress. 

A police spokesman said: “Witnesses 
say he was travelling along the pave¬ 
ment, stopped and fell off the scooter. 

“He was taken to Ashford’s William 
Harvey Hospital with a head injury 
and later transferred to Kings College 
Hospital in London where he was in in¬ 
tensive care. No-one else and no other 
vehicles were involved.” 

However, police say an ambulance 
was also summoned at the time they 
received the call, but it failed to arrive 
until 4.30pm - almost an hour later. 

After KoS quizzed the ambulance 
service about the delay, a spokesman 
investigated and later apologised for 
the length of time it took to arrive. 

But he stressed it was down to unu¬ 
sual circumstances and said the initial 
call did not suggest the victim required 


QUALITY CARING 


SECAMB staff have been praised 
for their care and compassion 
following an unannounced 
inspection by the Care Quality 
Commission, (CQC). 

The inspection, in December 
last year, saw inspectors observe 
staff practices and liaise with 
ambulance and patient transport 
crews, emergency operations 
centre and NHS 111 staff, trust 
managers as well as hospital 
staff and patients. 

The report did find SECAmb 
lacking when it came to 
“assessing and monitoring the 
quality of service provision”, 
something the trust insists it has 
begun to address. 


an emergency response. 

In a statement, South East Coast Am¬ 
bulance Service (SECAmb) said: “Based 
on information provided by the caller, 
the call was originally triaged as 
‘green’, a less serious emergency which 
we aim to respond to within 30 min¬ 
utes. 

“Our crews were extremely busy at 
the time the call was received at ap¬ 
proximately 3.30pm and a number of 
vehicles assigned to it had to be stood 
down en route to attend higher priority 
calls in the area. 


“The call was later assigned a higher 
priority shortly before 4.15pm and we 
arrived on scene shortly before 4.30pm. 

“We are sorry that on this occasion it 
took us longer than we would like to 
reach this patient.” 

This incident comes soon after fig¬ 
ures revealed ambulance response 
times in the county are improving. 

SECAmb revealed it has met a govern¬ 
ment target of attendance to 75 per cent 
of serious calls within eight minutes. 

However, the organisation said while 
it remains inside the targets, there has 
been an increase in response times in 
the two years up to December 2013 by 
49.2 seconds. This is due to a huge rise 
in 999 calls, it said. 

A SECAmb spokesman added: “We 
recognise the importance of response 
times and exceeded government tar¬ 
gets by reaching 75.2 per cent of the 
most serious and life-threatening calls 
[Red 1 calls] within eight minutes 
between April 2012 and March 2013. 

“These calls received an average re¬ 
sponse time of less than seven minutes 
across our region. This is despite an in¬ 
crease in calls which totalled well in 
excess of 700,000 last year. 

“While response times are of course 
important, what is also key is the treat¬ 
ment patients receive once our clinicians 
arrive at the scene of an emergency. 

“We are pleased the Government 
now places a greater emphasis on pa¬ 
tient outcomes as well as response 
times. This is something we had been 
calling for for a number of years.” 
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The long-term forecast is for drier spells but for now heavy rain and high winds again threaten to 




SATURATED: Photographs courtesy of ATEC-3D’s unmanned aerial 
aircraft show the extent of the flooding in Yalding last weekend 


Will storm clouds 
finally clear after 
yet more floods? 


I T HAS felt like the rain would 
never end - and this week the 
county continued to feel the 
impact of one of the wettest 
winters on record. 

What’s more, there was unlikely to 
be little let up this weekend either, 
with more high winds and heavy rain 
forecast. 

As these aerial shots reveal, Yald¬ 
ing, near Maidstone, was again hit last 
weekend as rivers burst their banks. 

And Canterbury also found itself 
struggling to cope as water levels 
rose. Our photographs reveal the im¬ 
pact on local villages - and in the city 
centre where the car park of the 
Sainsbury’s supermarket had to be 
closed after it became submerged. 

What’s more, it seems there is more 
to come. 

According to the Met Office there 


will be a “wet and windy start to the 
weekend” with the weather remain¬ 
ing “unsettled and occasionally 
windy through the week with further 
showers or longer spells of rain”. 

There is some light at the end of the 
tunnel, however. 

The long-term forecast for the end of 
February predicts “longer spells of dri¬ 
er and brighter weather than previous 
weeks” but warns “although still with 
some rain-bearing systems”. 

It means emergency teams in place 
to deal with the high water levels - 
and who have been active since 
before Christmas - will need to re¬ 
main vigilant. 

Dave Bedlington, from the Envi¬ 
ronment Agency, which has come in 
for criticism due to its response to the 
unprecedented levels of rain, said: 
“We will continue to monitor the 


situation very closely as river and 
groundwater levels across the south 
east remain high and responsive, and 
standing water remains in some flood 
plains. 

“As high spring tides continue we 
will be keeping a close eye on the de¬ 
veloping situation around the coast. 

“Environment Agency teams re¬ 
main out on the ground, around the 
clock operating pumping stations, is¬ 
suing flood warnings and checking 
that flood banks, walls and barriers 
are working effectively. 

“We are urging communities to 
prepare in advance by signing up for 
free flood warnings and to take 
action if they receive one.” 

■ For all the latest weather warnings 
and impact of the weather on the 
county, keep logging on to our web¬ 
site - www.kentnews.co.uk. 
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bring more flood misery, Chris Britcher reports 






WATERLOGGED: From top clockwise, flooded car park at Canterbury Sainsbury’s; high water 
in Temple Ewell; and an oast house in Littlebourne finds itself surrounded by flood water 


SHOULD TOWNS BE SAVED AT COST OF COUNTRY? 


AN ORGANISATION representing rural 
land owners has slammed claims the 
countryside should keep being flooded to 
protect major settlements. 

The local chief of the Country Land and 
Business Association (CLA) said flood 
management must be looked at urgently as 
“we simply cannot carry on like this”. 

If follows comments made this week by 
the chairman of the Environment Agency, 
Lord Smith, that a choice needs to be made 
between protecting “town or country”. 

The organisation said it is vital the 
Government recognises the economic 
importance of agricultural land if we are we 
going to achieve food security - and 
ensures its budget is spent on flood 
protection across the board. 

CLA director for the south east, which 
includes Kent, Robin Edwards said: “The 
Government says it values food security but 
we are never going to maintain it if prime 
areas of agricultural land are at horrendous 
risk of flooding. 

“In the current economic climate there is 
a need to cut public expenditure but Defra 
and the Environment Agency must review 


their priorities if we are to maintain and 
improve our ability to feed ourselves. 

“The Government must also make it 
easier for landowners to maintain those 
defences the Environment Agency can no 
longer look after. 

“In some cases individual landowners 
are willing to take on the responsibility for 
defences, but they become frustrated by 
the amount of red tape and costs involved.” 

The CLA said the Government needs to 
look at internal drainage boards (IDB) 
which have a track record of managing 
flood risks efficiently and effectively. 

IDBs are a type of operating authority 
established in areas of special drainage 
need, determined by water catchment 
area, and currently operating in areas such 
as the Broads and Fens in East Anglia and 
the Somerset Levels. 

Mr Edwards added: “They work because 
they are run by people with a direct interest 
in preventing flooding. They are a perfect 
example of local decision-making that 
works and we need more of them. The 
Government must do all it can to encourage 
their creation in areas they do not exist in.” 
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Head hits back at grammar 

Marijke Cox speaks to the head of a school looking to move ten miles up the road, much to the anger 


XPANDING a school is nothing new in 
a county with an ever-changing 
demand for places. 

Moving a whole school lock, stock 
and barrel, however, is a completely 
different matter - and an unusual one at that. 

Yet in an ambitious move by one of Kent’s 
leading grammars, this is the plan. 

Governors at Barton Court Grammar School, 
located in the heart of Canterbury, last month 
announced a formal consultation into propos¬ 
als to move the school to a site 10 miles up the 
road in Herne Bay. 

It follows confirmation that instead of open¬ 
ing a ‘satellite’ school in the seaside town, they 
might up sticks altogether and relocate to the 
coast in 2017 - and onto the former site of Herne 
Bay Golf Club. 

And along with the move, it might also ex¬ 
pand, having five forms of entry rather than the 
normal four, adding 30 new places, with room 
to accommodate 30 more if needed. 

The school argues the move is crucial in help¬ 
ing cope with what it claims is a growing de¬ 
mand for grammar places in the district. 

Governors argue Barton Court is over-sub¬ 
scribed and last year was forced to turn away 
100 pupils wanting a place. 

For a school which draws in students from 
across Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay, 
the response from parents has been mixed. 

Many, who live in the city, point to increased 
costs of travelling, others welcome a school a lit¬ 
tle closer to home as well as a brand new, state- 
of-the-art site. 

But now seven head teachers from non-selec- 
tive schools in the area have joined forces to dis¬ 
credit the plans, claiming there is no evidence to 
suggest a need for additional places. 

A leading education consultant has also 
questioned the figure that 100 youngsters were 
turned away - suggesting, instead, the figure is 
closer to 28. 

Regardless, Barton Court insists the move 
will benefit both the school and the catchment 
area’s children. 

The ambitious plans were first floated last year 
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as a solution to children having to travel out of 
the district’s coastal towns to attend a grammar. 

Currently, grammar children living in areas 
such as Herne Bay and Whitstable, as well as 
Canterbury’s villages, must either travel to 
schools in the city or other towns in the county, 
such as Faversham. 

Governors are concerned about future fore¬ 
casts for selective capacity, which accounts for 
25 per cent of the county’s total school places. 

They stress that families from the city, areas 
to the south and the coastal towns and villages, 
may not be able to secure a grammar place for 
their children in years to come. 

The school said: “We believe it is vital for the 
future well-being of the school and its pupils. It 
will provide additional resources, improved fa¬ 
cilities and space as well as the capacity to ex¬ 
pand, which will enable us to help meet the 
growing demand for selective places.” 

Moving the school, governors say, will also 
help reduce travelling time and cost of travel. 

Speaking to KoS this week, head teacher of 
Barton Court, Kirstin Cardus, said the school 
was oversubscribed last year due to the number 
of appeals and had, therefore, had to take on an 
extra form of entry. 

“We had 92 appeals which the independent 
panel gave us and so we had an extra 30 chil¬ 
dren from that who were assessed as grammar 
school standard. So there were about 60 that 
were turned away,” she said. 

kk The reason we’re looking 
at this relocation plan is to 
have a brand new school 
and have improved facilities 
for our current and future 
students vv 


Kristin Cardus, 

Head, Barton Court Grammar School 


“Normally, we have 120 pupils but our cur¬ 
rent Year 7 has 150.” 

Ms Cardus said Kent County Council’s Educa¬ 
tional Commissioning Plan predicts an increase 
in numbers for 2017 due to factors such as net 
migration and new housing. 

“What they haven’t done in the plan is say 
whether those secondary places are selective or 
not,” she said. 

“They do say we’re going to be short of sec¬ 
ondary places in the future and our argument 
will be that a quarter of those will be for gram¬ 
mar school places. 

“We’re not necessarily looking to expand be¬ 
cause we’re saying everybody will want to come 
to us. We think if we’re going to build a new 
school, if it does happen, it would make logical 
sense to try and make it a bit bigger to cope with 
future need. 

“The reason we’re looking at relocation is to 
have a brand new school and have improved fa¬ 
cilities for our current and future students. 

“We’re forward-thinking a little bit too and 
looking at what the issues will be in the future 
and seeing if we can help meet those.” 

Heads of non-selective schools in the area, 
however, are concerned on the impact the ex¬ 
panded school would have on their numbers. 

A joint letter has been signed by the principals, 
head teachers and heads of school at St Anselm’s 
Catholic School in Canterbury, Chaucer Technol¬ 
ogy School in Canterbury, Herne Bay High 
School, the Canterbury Academy, The Archbish¬ 
op’s School in Canterbury, Community College 
Whitstable and The Spires Academy. 

They claim there is no need for more grammar 
places and that if an additional form of entry was 
agreed at Barton Court, the school would not be 
able to fill up. 

“Given that no school wishes to be under-sub¬ 
scribed, the only conclusion can be that many 
grammar places will be filled ‘on appeal’ by stu¬ 
dents who are not suitable for a grammar- 
school education,” they said. 

“Apart from failing to understand why any 
grammar would want to alter its character by 
taking a far broader range of ability, this would 


kk Given no school wishes to 
be under-subscribed, the only 
conclusion can be that many 
grammar places will be filled 
‘on appeal’ by those not suited 
to a grammar education J J 


Heads of seven non-selective schools, 

in an open letter on Barton Court’s plans 

also be very unfortunate for the many local 
high schools who do a very good job for these 
‘borderline’ children, often helping them secure 
excellent outcomes at GCSE and A-level, and 
supporting their progress to higher education.” 

Ms Cardus denied Barton Court would fill up 
on appeal students. 

“Parental choice of whether they want to come 
here is another matter, but we’re not interested 
in filling up with non-selective children and 
becoming a high school or a comprehensive; we 
want to maintain our grammar status.” 

Education consultant Peter Read, of Kent In¬ 
dependent Education Advice, said he could not 
see any grammar wanting to fill up numbers by 
broadening the range of ability of its pupils. 

He said that some non-selective schools in the 
area which may have trouble filling up places 
each year could be affected if Barton Court did 
widen ability. 

“But I don’t anticipate that Barton Court 
would do that,” he stressed. 

He said expanding might help ease pressure 
on the over-subscribed Queen Elizabeth’s Gram¬ 
mar School in Faversham, which turned away 
47 first choices last year. 

He stated, however, that he did not think Bar¬ 
ton Court turned away 100 pupils, based on 
Kent County Council figures which showed it 
was actually 28 first choices. 

The non-selective school heads who are 
against the plans for expansion at Barton Court 
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critics 

of its current neighbours 


stressed there was no evidence to suggest addi¬ 
tional forms of entry are required. 

“Evidence also suggests that there is more than 
enough existing capacity to cater for any future 
changes in the local population,” they added. 

Ms Cardus explained, however, that taking 
into account the number of children who come 
into the school through the independent ap¬ 
peals panel - around two per cent of grammar 
pupils - pushes the number up, meaning the dis¬ 
trict is actually one form of entry short. 

Focusing on the re-location and expansion 
proposals, she said it was still “very early days”. 

A public consultation is currently under way 
to gauge opinion on whether the school should 
be relocated and expanded. 

It is due to finish on March 20 when gover¬ 
nors will assess the feedback. 

Public meetings are being held this month 
taking into account views of parents, staff, 
primary schools as well as public bodies such as 
the NHS. 

“It’s still an incredibly long way to go to build 
a new school,” said Ms Cardus. 

She stressed the school was unlikely to be able 
to expand on the current site. 

“We have limited space to provide extra facili¬ 
ties. It’s built for 550 but we have 888 students,” 
she said. “Expansion would mean relocating.” 

MP for Thanet North Sir Roger Gale has been 
pushing for better provision on the coast for 
grammar children since he was elected in 1983. 

He stressed it would put an end to the daily 
transfer of pupils out of Herne Bay to selective 
schools in Canterbury, Thanet and Faversham. 

Speaking after the announcement of plans 
last year, he said: “There is a long way to go be¬ 
fore any deal is signed with the necessary fund¬ 
ing in place and that, inevitably, will lead to an 
unwelcome period of uncertainty. 

“If, though, that is the price that has to be paid 
to put an end to the daily transfer of pupils out of 
Herne Bay to selective schools in Canterbury, 
Thanet and Faversham then, if successful, it will 
have been worthwhile.” 

He said the headteacher and govenors had 
shown “considerable courage” in the plans. 


Relocation is a ‘once in a lifetime' opportunity 


THE potential to relocate has been 
described by Barton Court as a 
“once in a lifetime” opportunity. 

The school, which saw 99 per 
cent of its pupils gain five A*-C 
grades in the GCSE results last 
year - making it the top perform¬ 
ing grammar in the cathedral 


city - could move into state-of- 
the-art buildings on the former 
Herne Bay Golf Club site by 
September 2017. 

Mark Quinn, from Newman- 
Quinn and Quinn Estates, is 
offering the land for free and 
is also helping the school to 


raise funds for the project. 

Among the facilities, which 
would also be open to the local 
community, would be artificial 
pitches with floodlights, six 
tennis courts, a modern 
clubhouse and a cricket pitch. 

Head teacher Kirstin Cardus 


says the current Barton Court 
site is too small to accommodate 
the expansion potentially 
needed in future years due to 
expected increased demand. 

To see the consultation 
documents go to the school’s 
website: www.bartoncourt.org. 
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Motorists not the only ones to 
crack-up over pothole problem 


Marijke Cox looks at a what measures 
are being taken to repair the county’s 
many hundreds of miles of road which 
are currently crumbling before our eyes 


A SCOURGE on our roads 
and a thorn in the side of 
cash-strapped councils, 
potholes have become 
one of the biggest blights 
of 21st century driving. 

Littering the county’s 5,000 miles of 
road, they are part and parcel of the 
highway network, despite increased 
efforts by Kent County Council to fix 
each one in the quickest time possible. 

It’s a relentless task and one which 
comes with a heavy price tag. 

Yet with the severe weather con¬ 
tinuing to batter the county, there 
seems no let-up for our roads, partic¬ 
ularly since freezing conditions - as 
seen last winter - could be just 
around the corner. 

Blame is naturally laid at the door 
of the highways’ authority, in this 
case KCC, but County Hall chiefs 
insist they are doing everything they 
can to keep on top of it. 

However, this doesn’t stop drivers 
who have suffered damage to their 
cars due to a pothole making claims 
against the cash-strapped authority. 

These are only successful if it is 
found KCC knew about the pothole 
and taken no action, therefore found 
liable. 

A KCC spokesman insisted to KoS 
this week the number of claims was 
dropping and that of the 1,256 lodged 
last year, just 180 were upheld. 

In 2010, the number was 2,889 
and those upheld 324. 

He also pointed out the millions of 
pounds - including £2.5 million 
recently taken from KCC reserves - 
being invested in trying to fix the 
county’s roads. 

Asked whether it was worth 
ploughing millions into repairs when 
freezing weather - a main cause of 
potholes - was just around the cor¬ 
ner, KCC argued that investment has 
been made to seal the roads with sur¬ 
face treatment to protect them from 
future harsh weather. 

Leading breakdown organisation 
AA told this newspaper the UK’s 
roads - including Kent’s - were a 
“national embarrassment”. 

It stressed that the Government 
should be giving money to councils to 
help with the mammoth task of 
bringing roads up to standard. 

AA spokesman Ian Crowder said: 
“Government needs to help cash- 
strapped councils keep roads in order. 

“A lot of our pothole-ridden roads 
look like the surface of the Moon. 

“They weren’t in the best condition 
in the first place... and they’re getting 
worse. 

“Most councils have a pretty good 
case to call for some cash from the 
Government to help them.” 
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KCC leader Paul Carter met with 
government ministers last week to 
ask for funding to help pay for repairs 
in the wake of the severe weather and 
flooding. 

“We’ve got 5,000 miles of road in 
the county and we estimate the cost 
of repairing the potholes caused by 
the excessive rainfall could be be¬ 
tween £3-5m,” he said. 

“The roads are in a damaged state 
as a result of these events and we can’t 
hang around. We’ve found £2.5m 
from our reserves and have already 
started work fixing the damage.” 

Asked whether the Government 
had said yes, a KCC spokesman said 
the meeting was an “exchange of 
information” and so an answer had 
yet to be given. 

Last month, Department for Trans¬ 
port ministers announced a £6.7m 
funding package to help local author¬ 
ities affected by recent flooding and 
severe weather, including grants to 
fix infrastructure. 

With the cost of damage in the 
county expected to stretch to £5m, 
however, this sum from Whitehall is 
unlikely to touch Kent’s huge bill. 

But it’s not just councils facing costs. 

Drivers are also having to fork out 
to pay for damage to their cars, choos¬ 
ing to fund it themselves rather than 
risk going through insurers and 
losing their no claims bonus. 

“It’s usually damage to tyres, punc¬ 
tures, which people wouldn’t put 
claims in for,” said Mr Crowder. 

“But then you could also have dam¬ 
age to the wheel and tracking, or to 
shock absorbers or bodywork. 

“A pothole can also cause someone 
to crash, either by hitting it or swerv¬ 
ing to miss it. If cars are driven 
through potholes they tend to flick up 
debris, such as stones, which can chip 
a windscreen. I’d say to people don’t 
wait for the screen to split, get it fixed.” 

He stressed that if someone has hit 
a pothole to check tyres and if there 
are any slits or blisters, or damage to 
the rim, to get it to a garage quickly. 

Mr Crowder said the AA was seeing 
a lot of call-outs to help stricken driv¬ 
ers, most commonly for flat tyres. 

He stressed, however, that potholes 
were even more of a hazard for motor¬ 
cyclists and cyclists and could even 
prove fatal. 

“The only answer is to really take 
care. If you know the road is bad then 
moderate your speed,” he said. 

Potholes are a particular problem 
for cyclists. 

Pat Hill, president of Kent Cycling 
Association, said it had got so bad the 
Government had invested in a web¬ 
site dedicated to cyclists to report 
damaged roads. The Department for 



COMMON SITE: KCC is investing an extra £2.5 million to try and fix the increasing number of potholes in county 


So, what causes potholes? 

POTHOLES are formed by water penetrating the road 
surface through cracks caused by traffic. 

When the temperature plunges to freezing or 
below, the water freezes, expands and ruptures the 
surface. 

Once the ice has melted, it leaves a crack in the 
surface which is made worse by vehicles driving 
over it, eventually forming a pothole 

Severe rain doesn’t help the situation. Water gets 
into cracks and weakens the roads which are, in turn, 
then weakened by the constant traffic. 

Flooding is even worse, with roads saturated by 
water and road crews unable to start repairs until the 
water has been drained. 


Falling number of claims 

KENT County Council stressed that a fall had been 
seen in compensation claims and a corresponsing fall 
in the number of claims settled “saving taxpayers 
money as a result of KCC’s reduced liability”. 

A spokesman stressed that potholes were “caused 
by weather and not by the authority” and therefore 
some years there would be significantly less or more 
claims made. 


Year 

Claims received 

settled 

2009/10 

2,889 

324 

2010/11 

2,331 

365 

2011/12 

411 

67 

2012/13 

1,256 

180 


Transport pledged £30,000 to allow 
national cycling charity CTC to en¬ 
hance its ‘Fill that Hole’ website and 
develop a new app. 

“The Government is so concerned 
they are paying to have it updated so 
that people can find and report pot¬ 
holes,” said Mrs Hill. 

KCC has its own repair scheme 
called ‘find and fix’, totalling around 
£14m each year - some of that govern¬ 
ment money - since it was launched 
in 2010. This year’s additional £2.5m 
comes on top of the normal road main¬ 
tenance budget and the £4.6m spent 
earlier on the campaign. 

Under ‘find and fix’, work crews 
tackle every fault they find in the road, 
carrying out six times the amount of 
work they would normally do to raise 
the standards of Kent’s roads. 

The average time to fix a pothole is 
now 14 days. 


KCC said: “Crews are out making 
permanent, first-time fixes as the first 
choice repair process. 

“Repair work is being carried out 
on a priority basis, with some work, 
such as pavement repairs, being de¬ 
layed by the continuing waterlogged 
conditions.” 

S ome, however, argue that 
some potholes are simply 
patched up and once vehicles 
drive over them - and rain 
continues to fall - that they will sim¬ 
ply become undone again. 

Mrs Hill said: “It needs to be done 
properly the first time.” 

Mr Crowder added that it didn’t 
help if roads dug up by services were 
not redone well afterwards. 

But KCC insists its ‘find and fix’ 
campaign looks to repair potholes 
permanently. 


John Burr, director of highways and 
transportation at KCC, said “Our ap¬ 
proach, which is recognised as indus¬ 
try-leading and has been backed by 
both the Automobile Association and 
the Asphalt Industry Alliance, has re¬ 
sulted in a reduction in potholes over 
the past four years despite the harsh 
winter weather, and means council 
taxpayers’ money goes further. 

“We have radically improved the 
way we look after our roads since 
2010, in dedicated ‘find and fix’ pot¬ 
hole repair programmes. 

“We have also increased funding to 
seal roads by surface treating them 
where we can, so this investment is 
protected from future harsh weather.” 

Residents are asked to report pot¬ 
holes and other faults at www.kent. 
gov.uk/highways or in the event of an 
emergency, residents should call 
03000 41 8181. 
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What’s correct and whats not? 
Apostrophe’s future uncertain 


The humble, but for many, grammatically vital apostrophe 
is in decline as it is dropped from street signs and address 
databases, Chris Murphy examines both the pros and cons 



0 what would Michael Gove 
say? 

Despite his demand for 
schools to improve their 
English and maths, it seems 
more and more councils are turning 
their back on the use of that often 
confusing piece of punctuation, the 
apostrophe. 

And while those who could never 
quite get their head around its correct 
use rejoice, for many others the fail¬ 
ure to use one causes daily irritation. 

The humble apostrophe can, after 
all, be an underrated grammatical tool 
and the failure to use one - or using it 
in the wrong place - can change the 
meaning and tone of names and places. 

But in a bid not to confuse emer¬ 
gency services, postmen or motorists, 
many of our local authorities are 
taking the decision to scrap them 
altogether. 

It is a move which disturbs many. 

Alan Ashfield is assistant principal 
of MidKent College. 

He said: “At a time when the Gov¬ 
ernment is committed to improving 
standards of English and maths, it 
seems counterproductive that local 
authorities should consider removing 
apostrophes from road signs. 

“The apostrophe is a punctuation 
mark that many people - young and 
old - struggle to use correctly, but 
that is certainly no reason for it to be 
abandoned altogether. 

“It is the job of schools and colleges 
like ours to teach students when and 
where apostrophes should be placed, 
but it is difficult to do so when there are 
so many incorrect signs and notices 
around that only serve to confuse.” 

The power to decide whether a 
street sign should include an apostro¬ 
phe resides with the district or bor¬ 
ough council of each area. While Kent 
County Council, or Medway Council, 
are in charge of the roads, the street 
names are something for the next tier 
down of local government. 

Not that every community agrees 
with the decision. When there were 
plans to change Scholars’ Walk to 
just Scholars Walk in Cambridge 
there was a backlash and the council 
there was forced to step down. 

Many have had guidance as to how 
to deploy an apostrophe on street 
signs for years. 

Explains a spokesman for Canter¬ 
bury City Council: “In the mid 1970s, 

k k Our policy is to 
avoid the need for 
apostrophes in new 
street names or house 
names, or indeed any 
dodgy punctuation 
marks... JJ 


Gravesham Borough Council, 

on its street name policy 
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MANY local authorities follow the 
policy laid out by GeoPlace, a 
national database of addresses 
and streets - and for good reason 
when it comes to the many data 
entry procedures there are today. 

Having recognised local 
government as the primary 
source of new address and street 
information, the Local Government 
Association and Ordnance Survey 
established GeoPlace as a joint 
venture. 

The basis for providing this 
guidance is to enable local 
authorities across England and 
Wales to use the same technical 
reference document to produce a 


a circular was sent out from the De¬ 
partment for Transport stating that 
punctuation should no longer be used 
on street name plates. This was 
thought to add difficulties to drivers 
in reading the plates especially at 
night and from a moving vehicle. 

“Therefore our street name plates 
in Canterbury district have not in¬ 
cluded punctuation since that time.” 

Medway Council follows the same 
guidance. 

Gravesham Council aims to avoid 
the issue wherever it can. 


consistent national dataset which is 
provided, through Ordnance 
Survey, across the public sector 
and into commercial markets. 

Local authorities will have their 
own policy for the naming of streets 
and numbering of properties. 

GeoPlace does not advise that 
councils include or remove 
punctuation in official naming or 
on the street name plate. Street 
naming and numbering is a 
council policy decision. 

However, the Data Entry 
Conventions documentation does 
state that GeoPlace would prefer to 
not receive data, including street 
names, with punctuation. 


A spokesman explained: “Our poli¬ 
cy is to avoid the need for apostrophes 
in new street names or house names, 
or indeed any other dodgy punctua¬ 
tion marks like accents, as they al¬ 
ways present problems when people 
are searching for addresses online. 

“This is particularly important for 
emergency services but there is defi¬ 
nitely no policy to remove them and 
there are about 71 street names in the 
borough where there are apostrophes. 

“However, we have to continue to 
honour names we already have on 


Why? Two reasons. 

The first is machine readability 
- punctuation can be misinter¬ 
preted by computers. 

And secondly, usability. If 
loaded into an emergency service 
command and control system and 
a caller provides a street name, 
the search will be faster if the 
search is entered and returned 
without punctuation. 

Whilst GeoPlace advises that 
punctuation should not be 
included in the data provided by 
local authorities, GeoPlace will 
process data with punctuation 
where the council has officially 
named the street with punctuation. 


the system and display them correct¬ 
ly on the signs. 

“We retain the apostrophe on 
names like St George’s Crescent and 
St John’s Road.” 

A similar approach is taken by Ton- 
bridge & Mailing Borough Council. 

A spokesman said it controls street 
names to “make sure any new street 
names and building names and num¬ 
bers are allocated logically with a view 
to ensuring, among other things, 
that emergency service vehicles, like 
ambulances and fire appliances, are 


able to speedily locate any address to 
which they may be summoned, and 
the effective delivery of mail”. 

Dartford, however, has long since 
scrapped punctuation in signs. 

It explained: “We currently have 
no street names with apostrophes in 
them. We avoid using any punctua¬ 
tion at all.” 

At Dover, they are more flexible, 
and a spokesman said: “We do not 
have a specific policy on the use of 
apostrophes, which can be and have 
been used when requested by devel¬ 
opers or community partners.” 

A spokesman for Thanet District 
Council added: “There are very few 
road names in this area which war¬ 
rant apostrophes. 

“Requests for new road names are 
advised against suggestions needing 
apostrophes as these can cause prob¬ 
lems with the national database 
system, the National Land and Prop¬ 
erty Gazetteer. This can also cause 
confusion, and be potentially danger¬ 
ous, when an emergency vehicle is 
looking for an address.” 

M idKent College’s Mr Ash¬ 
field, however, believes 
the failure to use an apos¬ 
trophe is a mistake - espe¬ 
cially in an era of modern technology. 

He explained: “The rise of Twitter 
has unfortunately made things worse 
as users struggle to keep their 
thoughts and feelings down to 140 
characters - often sacrificing good 
spelling and grammar to do so. 

“The apostrophe is just as impor¬ 
tant as the capital letter, full stop and 
any other form of punctuation or 
grammar you care to think of. 

“They all serve a purpose and are 
there for a good reason - to help us 
understand what we are reading.” 

Dr Laura Bailey is a lecturer in Eng¬ 
lish language and linguistics at the 
University of Kent. 

She said: “It’s admirable that there 
is such love for punctuation in the 
towns where possessive apostrophes 
have been dropped from street signs. 

“Unfortunately, there is no such 
thing as ‘correct’ when it comes to 
apostrophes in place names, only 
‘customary’. We find St Thomas’ Hos¬ 
pital but St James’s Park in London, 
and then St James’ Park in Newcastle. 

“This typographical relic is incon¬ 
sistent because language changes. 

“German has no possessive apos¬ 
trophe, and nor did Old English, but 
Early Modern English acquired one in 
the 16th century. 

“It is not pronounced, so it’s impos¬ 
sible to guess which historical period 
is reflected in any given place name. 
With the use of computerised data¬ 
bases, an apostrophe might waste 
valuable searching time in an emer¬ 
gency callout. 

“And any punctuation lover will 
agree, there is nothing worse than an 
incorrectly placed apostrophe. 

“Perhaps we are better off with no 
apostrophes, rather than signs say¬ 
ing Lands’ End.” 
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HAPPIER TIMES : Horticulturalist Tom Hart Dyke built his World Garden at Lullingstone Castle and, above right, with the British Ambassador to Colombia 


Closure on kidnap 
ordeal after brave 
return to Colombia 


for orchids when I could have seen 
them all in his hometown of Medel¬ 
lin, which has this major orchid fair. 

“He told me I would never get to see 
it as he had to kill me, but said I could 
go there when I was reincarnated. So 
being back in Colombia I had to go to 
this fair, and it was extraordinary. 

“Now all these years later when I 
was standing in the middle of the bo¬ 
tanical gardens I whispered to Trou¬ 
ble Ahead ‘yes, I am seeing it now’. 

“And even better for me is that it 
had developed over the years to be the 

kk During my time 
there before, I had 
never met a friendly 
Colombian because 
most of them had a gun 
to my head. This time 
it was so different 


Tom Hart Dyke, 

Orchid lover and kidnap victim 


biggest orchid fair in the country. I 
was just thinking, ‘this is full circle’. 

“It was brilliant.” 

The TV presenter then flew to 
Cartagena on the Caribbean coast for 
the Hay Festival, which is the safest 
place in the country. 

He said: “The variety of speakers 
was extraordinary. During my talk, it 
all started off very slowly. Everyone 
had earpieces for the translation and 
when they realised I was going to talk 
about my time kidnapped in the 
country, they were wondering where 
it was all going to go. 

“But once they realised I was going 
to do it with humour, the place 
erupted. They could not believe the 
way I was taking it. 

“I was talking about digging 
worms out of my leg and the constant 
threat of death. 

“In the end I was crying and people 
were coming up to me and hugging 
me, saying sorry. I had no idea who 
they were, but they were upset I had 
been through that ordeal.” 

With deep emotion in his voice as 
he recalls the audience’s outpouring, 
he said: “It was the most therapeutic 
talk I had ever given in my life. There 


were hundreds of people in the end 
standing and clapping. 

“They thought of me as a sort of ec¬ 
centric English gentleman in the way I 
dealt with what was happening to me. 

“I told them that Paul [Winder, his 
travel companion in 2000 who was 
also kidnapped] and I built gardens 
and played cards with our captors. I 
said that was how I dealt with it and 
that was the reason I am still alive. 

“They just could not deal with that 
lack of aggression. I told them we had 
to be like that, because we would 
have been shot otherwise. 

“I told the audience we were always 
trying to disarm these people mentally 
- they thought that was amazing.” 

Not, however, that Mr Hart Dyke 
would entertain the idea of entering 
the jungle again. 

He said: “There wasn’t even the 
urge to go and I honestly think that is 
an extremely good thing. Perhaps I 
may go back to Colombia to meet a 
friend or two but not to go back into 
the jungle. 

“Elsewhere, perhaps. This is a 
closed chapter for me now. I felt that 
as I was giving the talk - that past 
was disappearing for me.” 


THE KIDNAPPING 


WHEN Tom Hart Dyke - cousin 
of TV comedy star Miranda 
Hart - headed to Colombia, it 
was the latest episode of an 
exciting global jaunt. 

Aged 24, he had spent a 
year in the Far East and 
another in Australia before 
heading to South America for 
three weeks of backpacking. 

Having met Paul Wilder in 
Mexico, and again in Guate¬ 
mala, the duo agreed to team 
up and head for the Darien 
Gap - an area of undeveloped 
swampland and forests linking 
Colombia with Panama. 

The area had been 
nicknamed 'Suicide Gulch’ 
such was its reputation for 
providing a base for warring 
guerillas. Determined to see 
the rare Stanhopea orchid in 
the wild, they found them¬ 
selves, instead, staring down 
the barrels of AK-47 rifles. 

Kidnapped on March 16, 
2000, they would spend the 
next nine months captive - 
being released on 
December 16. 

It was on June 16 - midway 
through their ordeal - the 
idea for what he would go on 
to create was bom, when the 
duo were told they were to be 
killed that evening. 

To use up what he believed 
were his last hours, Mr Hart 
Dyke designed his dream 
garden. It would be the catalyst 
for the World Garden he would 
create at his Kent home and 
which he is now known for. 


Chris Murphy 

talks to Tom Hart 
Dyke on his return 
from Colombia 
this week-the 
first time he had 
visited the nation 
since he was 
kidnapped by 
guerillas and told 
to prepare to die... 

F OURTEEN years ago, on a 
hunt for rare orchids, Tom 
Hart Dyke’s life was turned 
upside down. 

The keen horticulturalist 
had left his family home - the impos¬ 
ing Lullingstone Castle in Eynsford, 
near Sevenoaks - to travel and see 
some of the world’s rarest plant life 
first hand. 

But as he and his friend backpacked 
through Colombia, they found them¬ 
selves kidnapped by gun-wielding 
guerillas in the Panamanian jungle 
and threatened almost daily with 
execution. 

Abruptly freed with no explanation, 
it catapulted him into the headlines. 

And this week he jetted back into 
the UK after revisiting Colombia for 
the very first time since his ordeal. 

Speaking to KoS this week, just a 
day after flying home, he admitted 
the trip had left him only suffering 
from jet lag this time around. 

He had been taking part in the Hay 
Festival’s Colombian literary event in 
the South American nation’s former 
capital Cartagena. 

The 37-year-old said: “It was the 
best time of my life... and that is no 
exaggeration.” 

While there, Mr Hart Dyke also had 
a chance to visit an orchid fair, ironi¬ 
cally recommended to him by the ter¬ 
ror leader that had kidnapped him. 

He added: “It was absolutely 
incredible. 

“Waiting at the airport to leave, I 
do admit there was some trepidation. 
I was a little worried when I got there 
I might recognise some of my friends, 
shall we call them, from 14 years ago. 

“My mother half tongue-in-cheek 
told me if I did see anyone I recog¬ 
nised to immediately turn around 
and come home. My mind was racing 
when I touched down. But I was met 
by the friendliest people. 

“During my time there before, I had 
never met a friendly Colombian be¬ 
cause most of them had a gun to my 
head. But this time it was so different. 

“Over the next seven days, the ex¬ 
perience just got better and better 
with each day. Every nerve I had in 
my body at the airport - and I had a 
few of them - dissipated.” 

He had arrived in Medellin, which 
is described as the “kidnap capital of 
the world”. 

He said: “The trip was so therapeu¬ 
tic for me. It was definitely cathartic. 

“When I was there 14 years ago, 
the guerrilla leader, whom we called 
Trouble Ahead, because every time he 
showed up there was trouble, asked 
me why I put my life at risk looking 
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Comment 


When schools struggle who is 
best to lead them to success? 



Former headteacher Peter Read, the man behind the Kent Independent Education 
Advice service, examines a growing tension between Kent County Council and 
the growing number of schools opting to become Government-funded academies. 


K ENT County Council 
(KCC) has submitted writ¬ 
ten evidence to the Gov¬ 
ernment select committee 
on education’s inquiry 
into academies and free schools, 
which began on Wednesday. 

It addresses concerns about both 
accountability and performance of 
academies, choosing The Marlowe 
Academy as an illustration [the £30 
million academy built in 2005 to re¬ 
place the failing Ramsgate School, 
but which subsequently found itself 
just above the worst performing 
schools in the country, despite recent 
improvements]. 

However, KCC could equally have 
chosen Maidstone’s Tree Tops Acade¬ 
my and Molehill Copse Primary 
School, both run by the Academies 
Enterprise Trust, which previously 
ran Marlowe for a year. 

KCC proposes that underperform¬ 
ing academies should revert to local 
authority accountability, but the 
weakness is that there is an assump¬ 
tion the local authority is up to the job. 

I have written extensively on Med¬ 
way Council’s repeated failure to 
manage standards adequately, and 
they clearly do not have capacity to 
improve schools, while Kent is not yet 
a beacon of excellence. 

For although it is improving, it still 
has too many primary schools failing 
Ofsted inspections, making them vul¬ 
nerable to takeover by academy 
groups, with nine already planned. 

This week’s news about the culling 
of sixth form courses for financial 
reasons, while the free school budget 
appears to have no bounds, under¬ 
lines the illogical nature of current 
education policy, and KCC makes 
some very good points about the 
problems with free school philosophy 
and implementation. 

KCC’s evidence leads with one of the 
Government’s most laudable educa¬ 
tion priorities; to reduce the achieve¬ 
ment gap for disadvantaged pupils. 

It demolishes the Government 
claim that academies are leading the 
way here, citing evidence showing 
there is no narrowing of the achieve¬ 
ment gap by academies. 

Furthermore, it expresses concern 
about a fall of 12.5 per cent of take-up 
of free school meals [the traditional 
method of measuring children from 
poorer backgrounds] in sponsored 
academies nationally compared with 
the schools they replaced, as some of 
those academies chase pupils who 
will improve their performance. 

The document provides evidence 



PERFECT LESSON: Ramsgate’s Marlowe Academy was used as a prime example of fallibility in the academy system 


showing there is no overall increase 
in GCSE grades at academies as com¬ 
pared to maintained schools and, 
looking at the recent Kent GCSE re¬ 
sults, this is easy to believe, with nine 
of the 12 lowest performing schools 
being sponsored academies; the low¬ 
est also an academy - Castle Commu¬ 
nity College in Deal. 

As the evidence records: “In terms 
of overall pupil achievement, recent 
research has found that there is no 
direct correlation between being an 
academy and improved attainment 
levels, reflected in Ofsted judgements. 

“The critical characteristic to rais¬ 
ing attainment in a school is the indi¬ 
vidual capacity of the school leader¬ 
ship. Many sponsored academies are 
improving the quality of education 
and pupil outcomes, as they have of¬ 
ten replaced very poorly performing 
schools.” 

However, the end of this paragraph 
sadly comes close to demolishing the 
argument put forward by KCC, as 
these “very poorly performing 
schools” were previously run by local 
authorities such as Kent. 

A classic example is Wilmington 
Academy in Dartford that, in its pre¬ 
vious incarnation, was a KCC school 
in special measures. 

Four years later, under outstand¬ 
ing leadership, it is one of Kent’s top 
performing non-selective schools. 

The document is critical of the De¬ 
partment for Education’s actions in 
improving failing or underachieving 
academies and rightly expresses con¬ 
cerns about the accountability of 


academies and free schools. 

It highlights the history of the Mar¬ 
lowe Academy. 

The academy was told in a pre- 
warning notice in 2012, that GCSE 
standards were unacceptably low. 

This year, after the academy fin¬ 
ished 21st worst school in the country, 
the headteacher left suddenly mid¬ 
term, and one has to wonder what fur¬ 
ther action government will now take. 

Government still considers that 
“where local authorities fail to use 
their powers effectively (to improve 
maintained schools), the secretary of 
state will exercise his powers with a 
view to ensuring that standards im¬ 
prove, which is likely to result in an 
academy solution for the school”. 

However, there is no reverse process 
and KCC complains that where it has 
concerns about academies, the author¬ 
ity has no powers to improve them, 
and government mechanisms appear 
too weak to bring about change. 

KCC warns that the academy 
programme will bring about “the po¬ 
tential atomisation and fragmenta¬ 
tion of the education system” with its 
serious risks to the future of vulnera¬ 
ble children, those with special needs 
and those excluded from school. 

M eanwhile, the Coalition is 
trying to come to terms 
with the rapid increase in 
academies all controlled 
by central government, and is explor¬ 
ing what would be a new bureaucrat¬ 
ic regional area management. 

This may look disturbingly like its 


local authority predecessor - but 
without local input. 

While this article is critical, there 
are many examples of highly success¬ 
ful academies and academy trusts in 
Kent; all marked out by outstanding 
leadership, the key factor in a suc¬ 
cessful school of any type. 

Turning to free schools, KCC’s evi¬ 
dence refers to the five now open in 
Kent stating: “All are in areas of so¬ 
cio-economic advantage, rather than 
growing diversity and choice in dis¬ 
advantaged areas of need. There ap¬ 
pears to be ‘middle-class capture’ of 
the free schools process, in order to 
create new capacity in areas that do 
not necessarily need school places”. 

Perhaps for this reason, all the cur¬ 
rent Kent free schools are flourishing, 
as distinct from some other parts of the 
country, where too many are wacky, 
some unnecessary and failing to at¬ 
tract pupils, and some already failing. 

The document forgets to mention 
the additional five new free schools 
KCC has commissioned to meet stra¬ 
tegic need for additional places, all in 
areas of socio-economic advantage, 
although it could have encouraged 
academies instead (the Government 
no longer allows local authorities to 
build their own schools). 

My simplistic conclusion: most 
good schools thrive irrespective of 
their status and circumstances... it’s 
the leadership that matters 
■ To read more supplementary 
evidence to support claims made in 
this article, see Peter Read’s website 
- www.kentadvice.co.uk. 
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MUSHROOM CLOUD: Operation Hurricane, the first test of a British atomic device and one of the men who made it possible, David Searle, who was 20-years-old when he started at Fort Halstead 

Incredible story behind secret 
mission to make atomic bomb 


The impending closure of a government research centre in 
Sevenoaks prompted one former scientist, who worked there 
during the 1950s, to share his remarkable memories of how it 
was at the very heart of the race to ensure the UK had its 
own nuclear weapons arsenal. Chris Murphy spoke to him 


P OSSIBLY the last surviv¬ 
ing scientist from top se¬ 
cret operations to develop 
Britain’s first atomic bomb 
has revealed how it was 
done on a shoestring budget, deep 
within the confines of a base amid the 
leafy surroundings of the Kent com¬ 
muter belt. 

David Searle is now 84, but remem¬ 
bers vividly some of the remarkable 
behind-the-scenes tales which saw 
him drafted onto the hush-hush 
project in 1950 - a few years after the 
Cold War started. 

He was based at Fort Halstead in 
Sevenoaks; the government research 
centre which is set to shut completely 
in the next few years. 

After we carried a report last 
month, Mr Searle got in touch, keen 
to share his experiences of what it 
was like to be working on such a sen¬ 
sitive project. 

He explained: “As one of the scien¬ 
tists, and possibly the only surviving 
scientist, engaged on this project from 
1950 to 1955, I can assure you this 
was an extremely interesting period. 

“The whole project was, of course, 
top secret and we had to develop all the 
arming, detonating and instrumenta¬ 
tion equipment on a shoestring. 

“We were starting from scratch 
and, of necessity, many of the devel¬ 
opments were therefore extremely in¬ 
novative and often quite amusing.” 
The clandestine programme to cre¬ 


ate a nuclear device for the UK had 
started during the Second World War 
led by William Penney. He had been 
part of the UK delegation involved in 
the research and development pro¬ 
gramme known as the Manhattan 
Project - a collaboration between US, 
UK and Canadian scientists. 

It would ultimately lead to the crea- 

kk We were starting 
from scratch and, of 
necessity, many of the 
developments were 
therefore extremely 
innovative and often 
quite amusing fy 


David Searle, 

Former Fort Halstead scientist 


tion of the devices dropped on both 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki which 
would force the Japanese surrender 
and the end of the war. 

“Bill Penney, or Tin Can Penney as 
he was known and who later become 
Lord Penney, was the scientist in over¬ 
all charge,” remembered Mr Searle 
who had found himself involved just 
two years after working for a utilities 
company as a fresh-faced teenager. 

He explained: “At 18, I was work¬ 
ing as a clerk in the Bournemouth 
Gas and Water Company and totally 
unqualified when I was called up for 
National Service in May 1948. 

“For some inexplicable reason, I 
was allocated to the Royal Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers and 
trained as an electronic control engi¬ 
neer, known as an ECE, responsible 
for the maintenance of anti-aircraft 
gun computers. 

“I was then sent to work on the first 
50 Centurion tanks fitted with gun 
stabilisers and took these to Germany 


for field trials with the Royal Scots 
Greys during the Cold War and the 
Berlin airlift.” 

T he Berlin airlift was part of 
the Berlin Blockade - a tense 
stand-off early in the Cold 
War when the Soviets 
blocked Allied access to parts of Ber¬ 
lin and which necessitated supplies 
being airlifted into West Berlin. 

Adds Mr Searle: “On demob, I re¬ 
ported to the labour exchange to sign 
off at the end of my demob leave. As I 
did so, I noticed a poster from the 
Ministry of Supply advertising for as¬ 
sistant scientific officers.” 

The Ministry of Supply was the 
government department focused on 
supplying the armed forces. 

He added: “For some obscure rea¬ 
son I made an application, was inter¬ 
viewed in London, and was offered a 
position at Fort Halstead. I assumed 
this would involve me in further work 
in the field of gun stabilisers.” 


He and his wife were found accom¬ 
modation in nearby Bessels Green 
and he reported for duty at the site in 
June, 1950. 

“I reported to the main gate and 
was escorted further into the estab¬ 
lishment, to an inner compound with 
another even more secure gate from 
which I was collected and taken to 
the office of a Dr Black,” he explains. 

“Dr Black was the head of what I was 
to learn was referred to as HER or High 
Explosive Research, and he wasted no 
time in informing me I was to work 
on the design and development of the 
first British atomic weapon. 

“He then proceeded to ask me if I 
had any moral objections to such em¬ 
ployment, and I think, it was at that 
point I signed the Official Secrets Act. 

“Later, when somebody objected, I 
understand they realised the folly of 
their ways and asked them to sign the 
Act before the person was advised of 
their posting, which was quite amus¬ 
ing to us at the time. 

“Dr Black’s secretary took me 
across to 06, the building directly op¬ 
posite, and handed me over to the Su¬ 
perintendent of Weapons Electrical, 
known as SWL.” 

The team comprised 20 scientists 
and a host of support staff, ranging 
from typists to cleaners to tea ladies. 

“SWL was in charge of all opera¬ 
tions in 06 and had four sections 
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Curtain set to fall 
on Fort Halstead 


FORT Halstead has long been a site of strategic 
importance. Initially the site of one of a number of 
forts built in 1892 and designed to offer a wall of 
defence should London come under attack, it proved 
the ideal site to relocate the government’s defence 
research and development unit. 

Over the years it has been involved in a number of 
key projects. Aside from the development of an 
atomic bomb, it also gained a reputation for providing 
expert analysis of explosive damage. 

In 2011, the Defence Science and Technology 
Laboratory (Dstl), which owned the Sevenoaks site 
and is part of the Ministry of Defence, said a review 
had resulted in the decision to close Fort Halstead. 

It put a huge question mark over nearly 1,000 staff 
employed at the 300-acre site as well as the associ¬ 
ated local industries which serviced it. 

Just 400 are expected to move to the new site at a 
new-build facility at Porton Down, near Salisbury, and 
Portsdown West in Portsmouth. 

But late last year it was announced the move was 
being put off for up to a year due to design delays, 
bringing more uncertainty to the mix. 

While 200 staff are set to leave this spring, the rest 
will now remain until the end of 2017. 


How Britain joined 
atomic arms race 


AFTER the devastating deployment of a nuclear 
device in Japan to bring an end to the Second World 
War, the arms race globally changed completely. 

The initial instruction to start developing a home¬ 
made arsenal was in 1946. 

With relations between East and West rapidly 
reaching freezing point with the advent of the Cold 
War, key nations raced to develop their own atomic 
weapons capable of being both a deterrent and first, 
and last, line of attack in the event of hostilities. 

Work started with barely anyone in the cabinet 
knowing about it and the first test, Operation Hurri¬ 
cane, happened at the Montebello Islands in the Pacific 
in October 1952. Some 23,500 square miles were 
‘sealed off and the device on board HMS Plym was 
detonated, vaporising the frigate. 

It would be another five years before Britain tested 
a far more powerful nuclear device and the day of the 
A-bomb was over. 

Britain is said to have let off 45 bombs in testing and 
once had 520 warheads in the 1970s at the height of 
the Cold War. Accurate figures remain secret, but 
experts estimate we still have 225 thermonuclear 
warheads, of which 160 can be more or less instantly 
deployed from silos, submarines and aircraft. 


under his control. One devoted to de¬ 
veloping the radar-triggered detona¬ 
tor system; one developing the neces¬ 
sary plugs and sockets for the weapon 
- the weapon was going to be deliv¬ 
ered from height where the low pres¬ 
sure was such that all the existing 
products failed; one providing a cli¬ 
matic test facility where the systems 
could be tested at the low tempera¬ 
tures and pressures they would be 
subjected to; and one devoted to de¬ 
veloping the main arming switch and 
the barometric, graze and impact 
switches. This was to be my section.” 

And so he formed a key part of a 
small band of men tasked with playing 
a vital role in creating a device capable 
of being dropped from a height and 
detonating with terrible effect. 

Adds Mr Searle: “At the time I 
joined, this section was headed by a 
scientific officer I shall call JG. He had 
been a bomber pilot during the war 
and had then read mechanical engi¬ 
neering at King’s College London. I 
suspect this was his first job after 
graduating. 

“Reporting to him was a mechani¬ 
cal engineer called WS with an HNC 
(Higher National Certificate) who 
had been drafted in from Woolwich 
Arsenal. 

“There was also a 40-year-old 
watchmaker, HC, with no qualifica¬ 
tions but a fine craftsman who had 
moved down from Lancashire and a 
ex-Royal Navy electrician called DW, 
who I think had obtained his NC (Na¬ 
tional Certificate) prior to the war. I 
was to answer to DW. 

“WS and HC were responsible for 
the development of the arming 
switch. DW and I were to be responsi¬ 
ble for the design, development and 
manufacture of the control system 
associated with the arming switch, 
and barometric, graze and impact 
detonating switches. 

“Thus the success of the British 
atomic weapon was to depend on a 
young man with an HNC, an older 
man with a NC, a very competent 
watch maker, and a 20-year-old with 
no qualifications other than a limited 
experience of the control systems as¬ 
sociated with large guns.” 

T he separate teams working 
on the project at Fort Hal¬ 
stead tended not to mix. Mr 
Searle said he remembered 
his team would generally only stray 
as far as the typing pool. 

Not that everyone kept to them¬ 
selves. 

He explained: “I am not aware that 
there was any ruling that one could 
not visit laboratories other than one’s 
own. Generally, the only persons who 
tended to wander between laborato¬ 
ries were the four typists from the 
pool, although once it was realised 
HC was a competent watch repairer 
he tended to get visitors with watches 
that needed repair - another odd 
lapse of security.” 

Mr Searle’s team spent their time 
trying to develop the technology that 
would see the bomb successfully 
detonated. 

He said: “The weapon was ideally 
to be detonated by a radar switch at a 
predetermined distance from the 
ground. This switch and all the other 
systems in the weapon were armed at 
a time after the weapon had left the 
aircraft, and these values were to be 
set up on the arming switch in the 
cockpit just prior to release. 

“The big concern was that should 
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the radar switch or some other part of 
the system fail, the weapon should 
not be recoverable by the enemy, 
hence the other switches. 

“These however were not as simple 
as they sound as should the weapon 
graze a high building or impact on 

k k The British atomic 
weapon depended on a 
young man with an 
HNC, an older man with 
a NC, a watchmaker 
and an unqualified 
20-year-old ff 


David Searle, 

on the team behind the bomb 


the ground at any angle then these 
switches must operate quickly 
enough to detonate the weapon be¬ 
fore it started to disintegrate due to 
the impact, thereby leaving evidence 
for the enemy.” 

The task was not made easy by the 
sparsity of funding. 

He adds: “We were operating on a 
shoestring as I suspect we did not 
exist so far as the outside world was 
concerned. 

“With little money, gathering the 
necessary equipment needed to be 
somewhat imaginative. Equipment 
was therefore often begged, borrowed 
or perhaps stolen. Some solutions ar¬ 
rived at were the result of compromise. 

“The ultimate example of this was 
the arming switch, for which the fuse 
unit was removed from the nose of 
anti-aircraft shells and this was used 
as the building block about which the 
unit was developed. Although these 


units were basically crude in their 
construction they cost nothing and 
were freely available, and their use re¬ 
duced both the cost and the lead time 
of developing a custom built unit. 

“It was HC’s job to take these de¬ 
vices apart and rebuild them to a sig¬ 
nificantly higher standard, hence the 
need for a competent watchmaker.” 

ut Mr Searle was far from 
confined to the laboratories 
deep within Fort Halstead. 
The atomic project needed 
a testing programme, which meant 
high altitude test flights and test de¬ 
ployments. 

He explains: “It was necessary to 
perform drop trials where the devices 
were installed in hermetically-sealed 
boxes, which were themselves in¬ 
stalled in bomb cases some 24in in 
diameter and 6ft long. These were 
dropped from an aircraft whilst the 


functioning of the various elements 
was relayed to the ground by 
telemetry systems. 

“The first drop trials were carried 
out from the Royal Aircraft Establish¬ 
ment (RAE) at Farnborough using a 
Wellington bomber with pilots from 
the Empire Test Pilots School. 

“It was only possible to achieve the 
altitude necessary by flying around 
for a considerable time and, since this 
aircraft had many areas where one 
could see daylight through and no 
pressurisation or heating, it was a 
question of wearing oxygen masks 
and putting on as many clothes as 
possible. 

“The devices were dropped in the 
sea off Aberporth in Wales. We were 
under so much pressure to meet the 
targets that had been set, I believe the 
first drop was of an empty bomb and 
it was reported back as being a suc¬ 
cessful drop which it no doubt was 
since it landed in the sea. 

“I fail to understand why I was ap¬ 
pointed to be in attendance at the ma¬ 
jority of these trials to ensure that ah 
was working OK - it was a big respon¬ 
sibility. 

“I would be picked up from my pre¬ 
fab in Otford at some unearthly hour 
and driven to a far corner of Farnbor¬ 
ough where the bomber and weapon 
sat in a secure hanger. 

“I had to wait around until such a 
time as the aircraft returned, in case 
it had not been possible to complete a 
drop and I was required to be on site 
for the next day. There were no mo¬ 
torways at that time so the journey 
there and back took a considerable 
time and it was often a long day. 

“I was selected after a severe medi¬ 
cal to be an observer on these flights 
and I got through the programme, af¬ 
ter using as an initial specimen, the 
urine of one of my colleagues. Many 
of those tested with me failed on the 
decompression test - only two of the 
12 passed.” 

Mr Searle, who lives in Dymchurch, 
added: “On one of my later assign¬ 
ments I visited an electrical engineer¬ 
ing company in the Midlands to in¬ 
spect, and take delivery of, a black 
box that was the control unit. 

“As I placed it, well wrapped, in the 
boot of the car, the managing direc¬ 
tor of the company stressed on me the 
importance of not letting it out of my 
sight. 

“I must have said something about 
stopping for a coffee on the way back 
because early the next day I was car¬ 
peted for not taking security serious¬ 
ly. It was a black box that could have 
been anything and it was locked in 
the boot of the car!” 

Over the next two years, Mr Searle 
had two children and moved to ac¬ 
commodation at Otford. His studies 
had continued too, and he built on his 
scientific knowledge. 

He said: “Whilst I was at the Fort I 
was granted day release and studied 
for my HNC at Woolwich Polytechnic 
and cycled there from Otford on one 
day every week. I must have done rea¬ 
sonably well in my HNC studies as I 
was awarded one of ten Technical 
State Scholarships awarded by the 
Ministry of Education and in 1955 
went up to the Imperial College of Sci¬ 
ence and Technology to read for a de¬ 
gree in engineering.” 

By the end of the 1950s, the UK had 
confirmed its development of nuclear 
devices. 

For Mr Searle, the closure of Fort 
Halstead will bring down the curtain 
on a remarkable chapter in the histo¬ 
ry of Britain’s defence capabilities. 
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PARKLIFE 

Leading and Redefining 
Park Life Style since 1945 


The Park Life Group have a wide variety of modern homes 
in beautiful locations across this stunning part of England. 

So why not downsize, release capital and make the most 
of your leisure time in 2014 

You could move to a stunning location and have a new detached home with a high-spec interior, that’s a delight 
to live in and easy to maintain. Its simpler than you think with The Park Life Group - with over 50 parks across 
17 counties. People from all walks of life choose to live in a park home, or buy one as a second home, and become 
part of a friendly community. With almost 70 years of excellence, The Park Life Group offers remarkable value for 
money and superb customer service. 

Come and see for yourself today or at one of our Open Days and go to 
www.parklifegroup.com for more details on our stunning homes and plots 
available in your area. 


Hedge Barton Park 

Fordcombe, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 OSL 


Please Note: Library Photographs may have been used in ^yadvertifenwnt, merely to depic 


make or model of home for: 


HEDGE BARTON COURT • FORDCOMBE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT TN3 OSL 


Regency Court 

Rochester, Kent, ME3 9TD 


ior model of home for^ale. 


Please Note: Library Photographs may have been used in this i 


Isement, merely to depict the me 


REGENCY COURT • ALLHALLOWS-ON-SEA, ROCHESTER, KENT, ME3 9TD 


Initially an orchard, hedge Barton Park 
has many lovely landscaped lawns 
and gardens, all set in luscious Kent 
scenery. This beautiful countryside park 
is wonderfully peaceful, while not being 
too far from the amenities of nearby 
Fordcombe village and larger Royal 
Tunbridge Wells. Surrounded by mature 
trees and countryside, it is one of the 
prettiest parks in the region. 


Park Home P e ' 

House Pf' ce - 

r.ast\toV oU ' 


A Two Bedroom Omar Middleton 


Saturday & Sunday 10.OOam - 4.00pm 


www.parklifegroup.com 


A Two Bedroom Stately Platinum Contemporary 


Fresh air and a wonderful location 
close to the Thames Estuary attract 
the young and the old to this 
superbly located park. Close to local 
amenities, while remaining a haven 
of peace and quiet, the park has the 
best of both worlds. With abundant 
birdlife, a lovely community feel and 
the sea only 500m away, Allhallows 
Park is a great example of the park 
home lifestyle! 


www.parklifegroup.com 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending February 9,2014 43 


















YEAR OF THE HORSE: Hugely popular parades, featuring colourful cos¬ 
tumes, take place in Gravesend and Medway to celebrate Chinese New Year 
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CELEBRATING: The sights and sounds of the spectacular Chinese New Year celebrations in Medway last year 

Dancing dragons 
take to streets for 
year of the horse 

Colourful costumes and eye-catching parades help towns 
to celebrate Chinese New Year, as Chris Britcher reports... 


T HERE was a flurry of 
colour and excitement on 
the streets of Gravesend 
this week as the local 
community gathered to 
celebrate Chinese New Year. 

And the celebrations continue 
around the county to mark the arriv¬ 
al of the year of the horse, with events 
taking place in Chatham this Sunday. 

Gravesham Borough Council was 
celebrating the event for the first time 
with a special lion parade and Chinese 
entertainment - attended by local dig¬ 
nitaries and schoolchildren, who 
made their own lanterns for the event. 

The Woodville Halls provided the 
venue for displays of Chinese martial 
arts, singing, dancing and music, 

The event was staged in partner¬ 
ship with the Kent Equality Cohesion 
Council and the Ying Tao Chinese As¬ 
sociation, supported by Kent Fire & 
Rescue Service and Wing Yip. 

Chinese New Year was on January 
31, but celebrations span up to two 
weeks. 

Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi, cabinet 
member for business and the commu¬ 
nity on the council, said: “Gravesham 
is a very diverse community and I am 
pleased that we are able to add the 
Chinese New Year celebrations to the 



many other festivals and events that 
we promote as a borough.” 

The fun continues this Sunday in 
Chatham with a parade in the town 
centre, which begins at noon. 

The event is organised by the Kut 0 
Chinese Association, with support 
from Medway Council, and it takes on 
a special meaning for the man at the 
helm of the operation, Ashley Davis. 

He is well-integrated into the 
nese community as chairman of 
Medway Dragon Lion Dance Sports 
Association, and over the years has 
spent time in Medway’s twinned Chi¬ 
nese town of Foshan just north-west 
of Hong Kong, teaching English. 

The 65-year-old explains: “I used 
to work for Medway Council for 14 
years in the tourism department and 
was involved in things like the 
Dickens Festival. 

“My Chinese friend asked if I could 
help with their new year celebrations 
and that was 12 years ago now. 

“We believe our Chinese New Year 
is the fifth biggest in the country now.” 

Mr Davis was also asked to assist 
with the parade in London’s Trafal¬ 
gar Square - the biggest in the UK - 
which took place last weekend. 

He described it as “an honour” to be 
involved. 
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“I DIDN’T REALISE 

HOW MANY 

ACTIVITIES THERE 
WOULD BE TO DO 

AWAY FROM 

THE CONSOLES” 


HALF-TERM FESTIVAL 

OF GAMES & PLAY 


MARGATE 

21-23 FEBRUARY 


The Winter Gardens in Margate will be 
filled with puzzles, tournaments, 
consoles and lots more to make and do. 
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MEET MAKE PLAY 
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Great Expectations' cemetery 
named fiction's most famous 



That’s the claim of website of graveyard 
inscriptions, Chris Murphy digs deeper 


F OR readers of the works of 
author Charles Dickens, 
Great Expectations remains 
perhaps his finest master¬ 
piece. 

And few will forget the moment 
the book’s protagonist, Pip, sits before 
his parents’ gravestones. 

But did you know those graves were 
located in Kent, and that the grave¬ 
yard has become something of a ma¬ 
jor pilgrimage site for generations of 
Dickens fans? 

Now, to mark its place in literary 
history, the Kent Archaeological So¬ 
ciety (KAS) has paid a special tribute 
to what it is calling the “most famous 
graveyard in fiction”. 

And it has added details of the 
graveyard to a major online database 
it has been updating, which will ulti¬ 
mately keep alive the memories of 
those buried in the county’s church¬ 
yards dating back three centuries. 

Explains KAS spokesman Paul 
Tritton: “Kent can claim to have the 
most famous graveyard in fiction. 

“It is at St James’s Church, Cooling, 
and was immortalised by Charles 
Dickens in Great Expectations. 

“In the book, readers may remem¬ 
ber it was reputedly where orphan Pip 
recalled: As I never saw my father or 
my mother, my first fancies regarding 
what they were like were unreasona¬ 
bly derived from their tombstones’. 

“Escaped convict Abel Magwitch 
pounced from behind one of them, 
terrifying Pip by demanding food and 
a file to remove his leg irons.” 

For Dickens to use the graveyard is 
perhaps not surprising. He lived 
nearby for many years. 

Mr Tritton added: “Nearby there 
are 13 body stones, including ‘five lit¬ 
tle stone lozenges’ marking the graves 
of what Dickens imagined to be Pip’s 
siblings. Cooling churchyard is a ma¬ 


jor tourist attraction for Dickens en¬ 
thusiasts and is six miles from his 
country house, Gadshill Place at 
Higham, where he died in 1870.” 

But just what is the real story 
behind those graves immortalised in 
Dickens’ most famous work? 

The archaeological society decided 
to delve into the history books to find 
out. It is part of a major on-going 
project to create an online database of 
memorial inscriptions (Mis) found 
across the county. 

Adds Mr Tritton: “In real life the 
graves are those of members and rela¬ 
tives of the Comport family.” 

The main grave marks the final 
resting place of Michael and Jane Com¬ 
port. Michael, a farmer, died aged 51 
in 1797. His wife, aged 47, died in 
1789. 

Among the smaller graves lie the 
remains of four of their children, none 
of whom were aged more than eight 
months. 

Mr Tritton explained: “The Com¬ 
port memorials date back to 1797, but 
Cooling’s oldest memorials are those 
of the Prebble family, notably farmer 
Richard Prebble who was a borshold- 
er (constable) in the parish, dying in 
1775.” 

The Cooling records are among 
1,653 Mis noted between 2007 and 
2013 at seven parish churches and 
cemeteries in north Kent, bringing 
the total number of parishes and 
villages covered across the county 
since the KAS project began 10 years 
ago to nearly 300. 

It is tough and laborious work, but 
rewarding for those involved. Howev¬ 
er, they admit it can be frustrating 
with the older stones after Mother Na¬ 
ture’s efforts to erode the memorials. 

The society’s volunteers record Mis 
on site, and also transcribe them from 
notes dating back to the 1760s. 


INSPIRATION: Top, Charles Dickens and his family worshipped at St Mary’s Church, Chatham; above left, a grave 
at St Mary Magdelene Church, Cobham; and, top right, ‘lozenge’ graves which inspired Dickens at Cooling Church 


The older the notes the more valua¬ 
ble they are, because with the passing 
of time many inscriptions become il¬ 
legible due to weathering and ivy 
growth, or are permanently lost for a 
variety of other reasons. 

As most Mis commemorate at least 


two individuals, tens of thousands of 
people are named on the society’s 
website. 

In fact, the society’s relentless work 
to map life in Kent has gone further 
than just reading some gravestones. 

Transcriptions of the Wills of many 


people buried in the north Kent graves 
are on its website, as are photos of me¬ 
morial inscriptions, family histories, 
census returns, directory entries, and 
death and funeral reports - a boon for 
anyone trying to trace their family 
heritage. 



1 Chatham (St Mary) 

1 Sally Dadd, “died suddenly on her 
father’s birthday. ‘Reader, take warning, 
gone in a moment’”. 

William Gilbert Child, colonel, 19th 
Dragoons, who “having spent 19 years in 
India fell victim to the late fire at Chatham 
and died after a long and painful illness”. 

2 Cooling (St James) 

John William Murton, of Cooling 
Castle, who, on his passage to Calcutta 
onboard the ship Monarch, fell over¬ 
board and was drowned when off Rio 
De Janeiro. Extract from captain’s log 
reads: “And so perished one of the finest 
and best hearted seamen who ever trod 
a ship’s deck. I have lost a trustworthy 
officer and a valued friend. Peace be to 
his remains.” 


3 Frindsbury (All Saints) 

John George Mount, “45 years in the 
RN... and with Admiral Lord Nelson at 
Trafalgar 21st Oct 1805”. 

Catharine and Susanna Anderson, 

wives of George Anderson, “who hath 
been gunner in 10 of His Majestie’s ships”. 
William Halls, “late captain of the barge 
Trader who was drowned by being run 
down by the S.S. Tay in November 1886 
and found July 12th 1887”. 

4 Hoo (St Werburgh) 

Thomas Aveling, pioneer builder of 
steam traction engines. 

William White, ‘ ‘most inhumanely 
murdered in the bosom of his family by 
a gun discharged through a window’ ’. 
His son George was suspected of the 
murder but not charged. 


5 Rochester (St Nicholas Cemetery) 

Captain Herbert Claude Morton, 

“killed in the explosion of HMS Bulwark”, 
on November 26, 1914, while anchored 
off Sheerness, with the loss of 736 men. 
Charles Bird, “servant of the Rochester, 
Chatham and Strood Gaslight Company”. 

6 Shorne (St Peter & St Paul’s Church) 

Sarah Bevan, who left instructions to 
be buried in her “usual night clothes, 
wrapped in a long white dress, in an 
inner coffin, then in a lead coffin covered 
with black cloth, and kept 10 days before 
burial and taken to the churchyard with 
two black coaches to attend”. 

George Bennett, bricklayer, “in his day a 
famous cricketer” who played for Kent 
and, in 1862, for England in Australia. 

For more information: http://bit.ly/lanFKAJ 
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FARLEYS 


EST 1928 


ON DISPLAY 

Fireplaces and Fires in Conjunction 
with Invicta Gas of Whitstable 

01227 770510 

Kitchen Showroom, 

5 Wincheap, Canterbury, CT1 3TB 

01227 379300 


Bring this advert for 
10% OFF anything in store 

(February Only) 

Ramsgate Showroom 
46-54 Chatham Street, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7PR 

01843 593069 


sales@jcfarley.co.uk 
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Quality oak flooring from £16.99 +vat 

available from stock 



A Great Range of Fencing and Gates 

available from stock 



01227 720537 WINGHAM TIMBER 

www.winghamtimber.com & MOULDINGS LTD 


WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, GOODNESTONE ROAD, WINGHAM, CANTERBURY, KENT, CT3 1AR 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 8-5, Sat: 8.30-12.30 


Visit our shop for: 





SAWN TIMBER 

SHEET MATERIALS 

QUALITY DECKING 

NAILS & FIXINGS 

SEALANTS 

PLANED TIMBER 

FENCE PANELS 

TIMBER MOULDINGS 

TOOLS 

ADHESIVES 

HARDWOOD 

FENCING GATES 

PAINTS & STAINS 

ELECTRICAL 

CEMENT 

TREATED TIMBER 

SLEEPERS 

IRONMONGERY 

INSULATION 

AGGREGATES 
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Frontman Baz Warne talks to Greg Miles ahead of the band’s Folkestone 
date about how joining the group he loved as a kid nearly never happened. 


» Features team 
Editor: Dave Mairs 
dave.mairs@archant.co.uk 
Tel: 01303 817022 


Reporter: Greg Miles 

greg. miles @ archant .co.uk 
Tel: 01303 817048 


Follow us @KOSLeisure or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


F ORTY years in the 
music industry is a 
long time by anyone’s 
standards. 

But to think punk 
pioneers the Stranglers 
have stood the test of time is 
remarkable. 

Where many others faltered 
after the 70s, they thrived. They 
lost their front man Hugh 
Cornwall in 1990 but fought on. 
Several line-up changes since have 
not derailed them. 

With three original members 
still going strong, one into his 
seventies, they are also going hard 
at the touring circuit and bringing 
out new work. 

As part of their busiest period for 
years they are heading to Folke¬ 
stone’s Leas Cliff Hall next month 


on their Ruby Tour. It’s a venue 
they have visited with success 
several times over the decades. 
Their current frontman and 

44 I went off to 

London and got the gig 
on the spot. Ten days 
later we were in Kosovo 
playing for peace-keeping 
UN troops. That was a 
baptism of fire. 

guitarist Baz Warne almost passed 
up the chance to be a part of their 
history. 

The 49-year-old, who turns 50 
on tour, joined t in 2000 and 


initially took a back seat in what 
was then a five-piece version of the 
group. 

Now though he is at the 
forefront alongside original 
members Dave Greenfield on 
keyboard, Jean Jacque Burnel on 
bass, and Jet Black on drums. 

In his younger days Warne was 
in a band from his home town of 
Sunderland called Smalltown 
Heroes who he toured with for 10 
years before it fell apart. 

They were on the road with the 
likes of Little Angels, Stereophon¬ 
ies, Terrorvision, Space, The 
Levellers and, most importantly, 
the Stranglers. 

Warne first met his future band 
mates when they played together 
in 1995 before a European tour 
later on in the 90s. 


They kept in touch and also 
shared the same guitar technician, 
which helped when it came to the 
Stranglers needing a new guitar¬ 
ist. 

“We became friends and I kept 
in touch with one of the guys in 
the band,” said Warne. “They were 
a five-piece at that point. We also 
had a guitar tech who was 
connected to both bands. When 
we went off tour he went on tour 
with them. He was the link. 

“When they decided to look for a 
new guitar player they drew up a 
shortlist of seven or eight. If they 
had advertised it they would have 
150 people turn up and it would 
have been a waste of time and 
money. 

Continued on page » 
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Here's how to use your mydate dating service 


YOUR focal dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people In YOUR area,. 
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« Continued from page 49 


“I only got to find out about the 
audition the weekend before it 
happened. I actually told them I 
didn’t want to do it at first. My wife at 
the time asked me not to. We had 
been together a long time and I had 
been on the road the last nine years, 
sometimes coming back with money, 
but often not with anything. 

“She wanted me to give time to the 
family, so I agreed. But later when 
you’re lying in bed staring at the 
ceiling you think maybe you should 
have a go at it. I called them back 
and I wasn’t too late. 

“I went off to London and got the 
gig on the spot. Ten days later we 
went to Kosovo and played for the 
peace-keeping UN troops. It was 
incredible. That was a baptism of fire. 
My feet haven’t really touched the 
ground since.” 

In joining the band he took on all 
the hits that he grew up listening to. 
The Stranglers had 23 UK top 40 
singles and 17 UK top 40 albums. 

The release of their first three 
albums, Rattus Norvegicus, No More 
Heroes, Black and White, and The 
Raven, within the space of 13 
months from 1977 propelled them to 
new heights of popularity. 

Their sixth album La Folie, 
released in 1981, proved to be 
another change in direction and the 
marker for chart success with the 
single Golden Brown making 
number two in the UK charts. 

Warne took up his role in 2000, 
replacing John Ellis who himself had 
the unenviable task of picking up 
where Cornwall had left off in 1990. 

Cornwall split with the group after 



RESOLVE :The Stranglers have certainly lasted the test of time, 40 years to be exact. They are playing in Folkestone as part of their Ruby anniversary tour 


deciding its creative output had run 
its course and pursued a solo career. 
It is a situation Warne and his 
bandmates understand. 

“If I’m honest, and I know the rest 
of the boys would agree with me, if 
you look at the latter output before 
he left they haven’t lasted the test of 
time,” he said. 

“There are some good songs but 
the production was very 80s, very 
dated. That is what has dated those 
records, not so much the songs. I 
think Hugh’s (Cornwall) got a point.” 


B ack then Warne was himself 
a fan, as he explains: “I was 
influenced by quite a lot of 
things back in the day if it 
had a cool guitar in it. 

“There was just something about 
their attitude. The name was cool. 
You looked at them in the magazines 
and you wouldn’t want to meet them 
down a dark alley.” 

He was glad to step into Ellis’ shoes 
rather than straight into those of 
Cornwall having seen the way it 
went down with fans after the 


original frontman left. 

“The guy I replaced had been 
guitarist for 10 years, since Hugh 
Cornwall in 1990,” he said. 

“If I replaced him in 19901 would 
have come in for just as much stick 
as anyone else. I just joined as a 
guitarist, so I was able to stand at the 
side and learn my craft. 

“I became the singer when the last 
one decided to leave, so we just 
decided to carry on as a four piece. 

“Without casting too many 
aspersions or running anyone down, 


the guy was a good guitarist but not 
necessarily a Stranglers guitarist. 

“Everybody wants to put their own 
stamp on things. I try to take 
elements from the original stuff and 
put my own thing on it. 

“We still write and record our own 
original stuff. It’s not all nostalgia. If 
we did that people would go mad.” 

■ The Stranglers will be at Leas 
Cliff Hall in Folkestone on March 7. 
Tickets are £24 and are available 
via 0844 8713015 or visit www. 
atgticket s. com/folke stone. 
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We have some great offers 
for you during February. 

Massive savings to be made on your 
start up costs as well as a FREE 
welcome pack worth up to £60 to 
get you started. February is a great 
time to come and join us. 

The countdown to the body you 
want has started... What are 
you waiting for? 

Call us today to book 
your appointment! 


one one 


Shearway Business Park, 
Shearway Rd, Folkestone 
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0844 248 3754 


www.bannatyne.co.uk 


‘Terms and conditions apply. Must not owe any money from previous memberships. 
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Future is bright for light 

A unique floating arts hub is nearing 
completion after a lengthy restoration. 

Greg Miles meets the owners of the 
Light Vessel 21 on its latest journey. 



I T was a beacon of hope for 
mariners at sea but now it is 
shining example of what you 
can do if you set your mind to 
it. 

Lightvessel 21, a decommissioned 
light ship, has been slowly trans¬ 
formed and given a new lease of life 
in the last four years and is now a 
focal point for a wide range of arts 
activities for all ages. 

From club nights to punk bands, 
to student projects and artists in 
residence - it is up for any challenge. 

It looked destined for scrap back in 
2008 when its service off the coast of 
Kent, where it had become a familiar 
sight for men at sea since 1963, was 
up. 

But Paivi Seppala and her partner 
Gary Weston had other ideas and 
bought its shell like state with 
intentions far removed from its 
original use. 

Since they acquired it in 2009 it 
has been moored off Gillingham Pier, 
next to the paddle steamer Medway 
Queen, where the intrepid artists 
have become semi-experts in 


maritime restoration. 

At the same time they have been 
hosting arts events which they hope 
to do full time as of this summer with 
their project all but complete. 

“Both Gary and I both work in the 
art industry,” said Finnish national 
Paivi. “We both knew about seven 
years ago that we wanted to work 
with a quirky venue. 

“We wanted to fill a gap, to provide 
a platform for art forms to flourish. 
From looking at churches and 
warehouses it turned into ships, and 
then a light ship. There was no 
turning back from that; with its vivid 
colour it’s a public art form in it’s 
own right.” 

They had their hearts set on it the 
moment they saw it and no amount 
of discouraging from Paivi’s father, a 
boat builder back home, would 
discourage them. 

At 133ft long, and with a consider¬ 
able amount of room inside after 
being gutted, it was not a small 
challenge to take on, but it took them 
several years to find the right one. 

“They had their service history 


and came to the end of the period 
where they were financially viable,” 
said Gary. “They’re all being replaced 
by modern technology. Recently, 
people have seen there’s a value from 
a heritage point of view and in the 
commercial market. 

“Metal prices have been good 
recently so it has made sense in some 
respects to scrap them. 



After 


Refresh |j^H 
Your Bjjjji 
Tired Kitchen 


Transform your tired kitchen in just a few 
days from start to finish just by changing 
the doors and worktops. 

Less hassle, less time, less cost... 

* Huqe choice oF door styles and colours in any size. 

* Worktops, Appliances, Sinks and Taps to complete your kitchen. 

* Installed quickly and cleanly dy our own local professional fitters. 

* We also do Full Kitchens, Bedroom Wardrobes, 

Utility Rooms and Studies. 

* Senior Citizens Discount 


Before 


opening 

OFFERS 

available 


DREAM DOORS 


Exciting NEW Showroom 

NOW OPEN in Maidstone 

email: ME@dreamdoors.co.uk 

Call Stuart or Lisa NOW for a FREE estimate 

01622 808942 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 
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ship after labour of love 



“We had been looking for about 
two years to secure a light ship. 
When it came up for tender it fitted 
perfectly because it’s been on the 
Kent coast, and there’s an old crew 
member who lives up the road.” 

As Gary says, it spent a large part 
of its life in our waters. It was 
ordered in 1962, and launched in 
1963. It was then stationed at East 


Goodwin near Deal, Varne station in 
the straits of Dover, in the Channel, 
northwest of Guernsey, and finally at 
Seven Stones station off Land’s End 
in Cornwall. 

The majority of light vessels were 
decommissioned in the 1970s and 
80s and replaced by light buoys. The 
remaining ones have since been 
converted to become unmanned 
vessels which run on solar power 
with only a handful left around the 
country. 

44 I've learnt how to 
use a gas plasma cutter. 
Whatever you need on a 
marine engineering front 
I've got some skills; I'm 
not saying I've mastered 
them all though 

“There was power and sockets but 
they were designed for the function 
of the ship,” said Gary. “Everything is 
low power. There’s hardly anything 
that’s 32 amp. If you plugged two 
things in it was hard to do anything. 

“It’s been an interesting challenge 
trying to rework some of the things. 
Some were taken back to their 
original layout and others changed 
function for the future. 

“It was always a journey for us 
because we didn’t know anything 


about ships. 

“That was the point of the exercise. 
It’s always fresh. That’s the nice 
thing about managing the develop¬ 
ment; we’ve done it all ourselves. 

“I’ve learnt how to use a gas 
plasma cutter. Whatever you need on 
a marine engineering front I’ve got 
some skills; I’m not saying I’ve 
mastered them all though.” 

Having both worked in the arts for 
a number of years they have often 
been a part of other people’s success 
stories and so wanted to create one of 
their own. So far it is paying off. 

“We are completely self-funded 
through all our savings and money 
we earn in our freelance work comes 
into this,” said Paivi. “We’ve had 
expertise from the marine industry 
too. 

“One thing we have learnt is how 
amazing the river community is in 
sharing knowledge. Rather than 
people thinking ‘what are these two 
people doing?’, they’ve all been 
helping.” 

Having had it from a shell means 
they can easily plan what they want 
to use the space for, although they 
have had to work that around which 
areas they are restoring. 

“Although we are privately run we 
do lots of community outreach work, 
so we are driven by the feedback we 
receive,” explained Paivi. “It’s nice to 
see the community growing around 
us. The centre of Medway is moving 
to this location. 



HULL OF A TIME : Lectures, talks, punk, folk and art exhibitions are just 
some of the events put on by owners Paivi Seppala and Gary Weston, left 


“It’s enabled us to do a lot of 
collaboration, with the university 
across the road, the student village, 
and the local schools.” 

A mixture of grants, savings and 
income streams from their various 
ventures helps keep the boat afloat in 
more ways than one. 

“It’s a mixed economy. We are still 
in our audience development phase,” 
she said. “That’s why we’ve been 
open constantly because we wanted 
to see what works. We often have 
grants to deliver outreach work. 

“We are funded by Kent County 
Council for some things and match 
fund it so we give in-kind support to 
give a service for free to the schools. 


“We work with 20 schools, and 
build on our relations. 

“We do some private hire, we’ve 
had a couple of wedding receptions, 
birthdays, and anniversaries. We 
run Arts Council funded activities. 
Some are ticketed and we try to offset 
with some of our grants so we can 
offer free activities in half term. It’s a 
platform for doing all sorts of things. 

“It is important for us to demon¬ 
strate that it is economically viable 
in its own right. It’s proved in four 
years that it’s a sustainable model. 

“In terms of income generation I 

Continued on page 54 » 



What do you 
get up to in 
your kitchen? 


Download our FREE guide book: 

“The top ten key questions to ask when buying a kitchen” 
v.^ Visit www.thecountygroup.co.uk/kitchenguide 

AND SEE OUR CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS 


Kitchens • Bedrooms • Studies 
Windows • Doors • Extensions 
Conservatories • Orangeries 


Kitchens aren’t just places for 
cooking! They’re also somewhere 
to entertain guests, or relax with 
family and friends. 

With such a wide choice of styles, 
materials and finishes to choose 
from, your new kitchen from 
County will not only look great 
but function exactly how you 
want it to. 

Whether you prefer chic 
contemporary or something 
more traditional our designers 
will ensure your kitchen is perfect 
for you.Why not visit one of our 
Open Days to see for yourself ? 

2014 OPEN DAYS 
Heathfield; I st Feb 
Tunbridge Wells: 8th Feb 
Haywards Heath: 15th Feb 

For a free no-obligation survey 
and quotation or to find out 
more about our Open Days call 

0800 5426102 



THE HOME IMPROVERS I 

www.thecountygroup.co.uk. 

Showrooms in Heathfield, 
Tunbridge Wells, Haywards 
Heath and Hailsham. 
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Time Out Top Fen 


« Continued from page 53 

do arts consultation, so not all 
income revolves around LV21. They 
complement each other.” 

The programming is as much 
about what they enjoy as what they 
think will work. 

“Sometimes chipping bitumen for 
weeks on end can get to you, so 
having the motivation to clear it up if 
there is an event is quite good,” she 
said. 

“Everything has worked, but it’s 
been more about what we like doing. 
We’ve tested out doing a bar or 
running a wedding reception. That 
was very stressful. 

a We've done all sorts 
from club nights to punk 
to folk, to theatre, to 
poetry. We wanted to 
test it and see how 
audiences react 

“We want to be a bit selfish, that 
what we offer is what we enjoy doing. 
It’s not only our business but our 
social life. We’ve spent so many 
hours on it that we want to pro¬ 
gramme something that we enjoy.” 

Gary, 44, added: “We’ve done all 
sorts from club nights to punk to folk, 
to theatre, to poetry. We wanted to 
test it and see how audiences react. 

“There are some that we do that 
are not commercially based and the 
way it gets delivered is getting public 
money. 

“We’re not very different from 
other arts organisations other than 


that we have a big ship. We can bring 
people here and give them a different 
experience.” 

The vessel is not just there for art 
folk to enjoy but is intended to attract 
audiences unfamiliar with creative 
happenings. 

“The ship’s worked as inspiration 
for some of our own work and as an 


amazing tool for bringing in 
non-arts audiences,” said Paivi, 43. 
“Because we’re not a white cubed 
gallery, or a scary opera platform we 
get amazing people through the door 
who have an amazing debate about 
it with professional artists.” 

■ For more information visit the 
website: www.lv21.co.uk. 


□ The Quarterhouse, 
Folkestone 

Wednesday, February 12 

Phone: 01303 858500 

Trevor Noah: South African 
comedy touring with new show, 
The Racist. Tickets £15. 

□ Memorial Theatre, 
Broadstairs 

February 14-15 

Phone: 08452626263 

The Man of Destiny: George 
Bernard Shaw’s classic tale 
involving Napoleon. 

□ Theatre Royal, 

Margate 

Friday, February 14 

Phone: 01843 292795 

Mythological Laboratory of Love: 
Storytelling at its best with love 
the theme. Tickets £10. 

Romney Hythe & 
Dymchurch Railway 

Friday, February 14 

Phone: 01797 362353 

Valentine’s Evening Dinner: Enjoy 
a romantic ride with three course 
meal. Pre-booking essential. 

Tunbridge Wells 
Assembly Hall Theatre 

Monday, February 10 

Phone: 01892 530613 

An audience with Nigel Farage: 
Ukip leader tells his own story. 
Tickets £21.50. 


Leas Cliff Hall, 
Folkestone 

Saturday, February 15 

Phone: 01303 228600 

Big Time American Wrestling: 

Explosive entertainment from 
new line-up. Tickets £16.90. 

The Orchard Theatre, 
Dartford 

Sunday, February 16 

Phone: 01322 220000 

Richard and Adam: Welsh 
singing brothers from Britain’s 
Got Talent. Tickets £25. 

Hazlitt Arts Centre, 
Maidstone 

Saturday, February 15 

Phone: 01622 758611 

Gyles Brandreth: Comedian with 
new show exploring How to be 
Happy. Tickets £17. 

The Gulbenkian, 
Canterbury 

Wednesday, February 12 

Phone: 01227 769075 

Royal Opera House - Don 
Giovanni: Mozart’s tragic comedy 
live. Tickets £15. 

The Marlowe Theatre, 
Canterbury 

Monday, February 17 

Phone: 01337 787787 

Tap Factory: Blend of a live 
percussion band and incredible 
dancers. Tickets £23. 









CR0CKHAM LANE,HERNHILL,KENT,ME13 9JR 

01227 751207 

WWW.THEREDLI0N.ORG 



THE 

RED 

LION 


STEAK NIGHT 

Two for £26.95 including wine 

Book in advance to avoid disappointment 


SUNDAY LUNCH 12-8PM 
1 course £10.50 2 courses £13.50 
3 courses £15.50 

Choose from a selection of meats including pork, lamb and 
beef, served with all the trimmings 


RED LION 

PENSIONERS SPECIAL 

Every Wednesday 2 Courses 
(main and dessert) only £6.75pp 


FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR YOUR WEDDING, BIRTHDAY, 
ANNIVERSARY AND ALL YOUR CELEBRATIONS! 



To advertise please call: 

01303 817100 



SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 



APPROVED CONTRACTOR 



DOMESTIC 

INSTALLER 
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Love: the ingredient 
for romantic recipes 

What better way to spend Valentine’s Day than creating something special 
for the one you love. Claire Spreadbury brings you some chocolate and heart 
inspired recipes to ensure things run smoothly for the big day this week. 


I F there’s one day in the year 
when cooking should be a la¬ 
bour of love, it’s February 14. 

But you don’t need to slave 
away over a three-course 
meal, or create anything over 
elaborate. 

Simply head to the kitchen, roll 
up your sleeves and make some¬ 
thing sweet and sugary in the 
shape of a heart. 

For a Valentine with more of a 
savoury palette, feel free to add to 


these recipes. 

You could nibble on foods 
known for their aphrodisiac 
qualities, such as asparagus and 
oysters, or you could buy a 
beautiful piece of skrei - a Norwei- 
gian delicacy that’s just come into 
season and is known as the ‘fish of 
love’. 

But most lovers would be more 
than happy to be given one of 
these delicious cakes, served with 
nothing other than two spoons. 


WARM DATE AND CHOCOLATE POTS 


INGREDIENTS 

100g chopped dates 

50g white chocolate, broken into 

pieces 

40g toasted chopped mixed nuts 
75g dark chocolate, broken into 
pieces 

75g unsalted butter 
75ml semi-skimmed milk 
60g caster sugar 
2 medium eggs, whisked 
ltsp vanilla extract 
l/4tsp baking powder 
A pinch of cream of tartar 
50g ground almonds 


METHOD 

1 Pre-heat the oven to 200C/ 
Fan 180C/Gas Mark 6. 

2 Lightly grease six ramekins 
or ovenproof espresso cups 
with a little butter (unless you’re 
incredibly hungry, you can save 
some for another night). 

3 Divide the chopped dates 
(Whitworths work well) 
equally between the ramekins 
or cups and sprinkle the white 
chocolate and the chopped 
nuts over the top of the dates, 
again equally dividing between 


the ramekins or cups. 

4 Place the dark chocolate, 
butter, milk and caster sugar 
in a heavy-based saucepan and 
gently heat until the chocolate 
has melted. 

5 Transfer to a mixing bowl 
and stir until smooth. 

6 Whisk the eggs, vanilla 
extract, baking powder 
and the cream of tartar into the 
dark chocolate mixture until 


it is evenly combined. 

7 Gently fold in the ground 
almonds and divide the 
mixture evenly between the 
ramekins or cups. 

8 Bake in the centre of the 
pre-heated oven for 20 
minutes, or until the surface is 
cooked but soft and fudge-like in 
the centre. 

9 Serve warm with a scoop of 
ice cream or clotted cream. 


CHOCOLATE BERRY CAKE 




» For more food and 
drink articles pick up 
a copy of this month's 

Kent Life 


INGREDIENTS 

For the crust: 

175g soft margarine 
175g caster sugar 
150g self-raising flour 
25g cocoa 

l/2tsp baking powder 
3 eggs 

For the filling: 


lOOg dark chocolate, broken into 
pieces 

200ml double cream 
150g raspberries 
225g strawberries, hulled and 
sliced 

A little icing sugar, sifted 

METHOD 

1 Preheat the oven to 180C/Gas 
Mark 4. 

2 Grease the base and sides of 
a 25 x 38cm Swiss roll tin (or 
roasting tin with the same base 
measurement) and line the base 
with a piece of non-stick baking 
paper. 

3 Add the margarine and 
sugar to the bowl of an 
electric mixer or food processor, 
sift in the flour, cocoa and baking 
powder, then add the eggs and 
beat until smooth, or mix in a 
bowl with a wooden spoon. 

4 Spoon the cake mixture into 
the lined tin and spread into 


an even layer. Bake for 15-18 
minutes until the cake springs 
back when lightly pressed in the 
centre of the tin with fingertips. 

5 Leave to cool for 15 minutes, 
then loosen the edges and 
turn out on to a wire rack. 

6 When cold, peel off the lining 
paper and fold the paper into 
three triangles, with the two outer 
triangles going one way and the 
centre one pointing the other. 

7 Draw a large heart in one of 
the triangles that’s about 14 x 
20cm, then cut it out and use this 
as a template to cut two more 
hearts from the other triangles. 

8 Lay the templates on the cake 
and cut around them with a 
small sharp knife. Check the 
shapes are the same by stacking 
the cakes one on top of the other 
and trimming a little off the sides 
if needed, then separate the 
cakes once more. 

9 Melt the chocolate in a bowl 
set over a saucepan of very 


gently simmering water for about 
five minutes. Stir until smooth, 
then take the pan off the heat. 

1 Slowly whisk in the cream 
J. \J until thick and glossy, then 
chill in the fridge for about 15 
minutes until thick enough to 
spread. 

U Spread the cream mixture 
evenly over all three cake 
layers. 

1 O Arrange a single row of 
± Cl raspberries around the 
edge of one of the cakes, then 
crumble the rest and arrange 
with the sliced strawberries over 
the other two layers. 

1 Q Carefully stack the cakes 
-L O together on a pedestal 
plate, if you have one, with the 
raspberry edged cake on top, 
then dust the raspberries with a 
little sifted icing sugar. 

1 A Chill in the fridge until 
± uTready to serve. 

■ Recipes courtesy of Whitworths. 
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White Horse 

Location: Bearsted Green, Maidstone 


By Tim Miles 


F two adjectives best describe 
the White Horse on The Green 
at Bearsted, near Maidstone, 
they are ‘busy’ and ‘slick’. 
Cutting to the chase, the 
White Horse was well worth a visit: 
The food was very good, the service 
professional and the decor with its 
mixture of open beams and glass 
chic attractive and welcoming. 

On my recent Saturday night visit 
at least, it was buzzing with chatter 


from its late twenties to early fifties 
professional customers. Most were 
dressed to go out and were seemingly 
having a good time. 

In fact, I think I was lucky to get a 
table it was that popular. As a rule of 
thumb, a busy place is usually a good 
one. 

My guest and I arrived early for 
our 8pm table and had hoped to find 
a quiet corner and enjoy a pre-dinner 
drink. Not a chance, the White Horse 




MODERN : Mix of open beams and glass chic make for pleasant surroundings at the White Horse 


was heaving, but in a friendly, 
vibrant way. 

This old inn has been revamped 
and the original various snugs and 
corner areas around the bar area 
have been retained, the result is a 
stylish mix of the spacious and the 
cosy. This is a good-size place, but 
everyone else got there before us! 

So we decided to take our drinks 
- Doom Bar served here - to our table 
and were shown to our seats on the 
top floor of the three-level restau¬ 
rant. The interior blends old and new 
into the perfect decor for its chic, 
professional clientele. 

My guest started with arancini 
risotto balls with tomato salsa and 
green chilli mayo, a new experience 
for her and one she described as 


‘tasty, with a crispy coating around a 
sticky risotto’. 

I went for the spiced lamb koftas 
with tzatziki and sweet chilli jam, 
which were very good. 

Our main courses were lamb rump 
served with asparagus, chorizo and 
dauphinoise potatoes, which was, 
judging by how quickly my guest 
cleared her plate, a big hit; and 
spit-roasted chicken, served with 
lemon and garlic confit, and fries, 
which were served in a smart, stylish 
metal pot. 

Our meals were well-presented, 
piping hot and delicious. A quick 
mention too for the service, which 
was attentive and friendly. My only 
criticism was that our finished main 
courses did take a while to be cleared 


away, but then again, the restaurant 
was very busy. 

Almost defeated by the sheer size 
of my chicken dish, I opted out of 
pudding until my partner plumped 
for the baked cheesecake and I, 
gallantly, added a second spoon to 
her order. We also enjoyed a coffee 
liquor each. 

Bill-wise, ours came to £79 for our 
starters, main courses, single 
pudding, liquor coffees and bottle of 
crisp sauvignon blanc. 

■ White Horse 

The Green, Bearsted, 

Maidstone MEM 4DL 
T:01622 738 365 

W: www.thewhitehorsebearsted. 
co.uk 



Come rain or shine 
we’ll protect you 



\ Download our FREE guide book: 

“The top ten key questions to ask when buying windows or doors” 
“ Visit www.thecountygroup.co.uk/windowguide 

AND SEE OUR CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS 



Windows • Doors • Conservatories 
Orangeries • Extensions 
Kitchens • Studies • Bedrooms 


With such variable weather as 
we’ve been experiencing it’s 
reassuring to know that all 
County windows and 
conservatories come with a 10 
year guarantee. 

So whether there’s a heatwave 
or a polar vortex you can enjoy 
your home all year round. 

Why not visit one of our Open 
Days to see for yourself ? 

2014 OPEN DAYS 
Heathfield: I st Feb 
Tunbridge Wells: 8th Feb 
Haywards Heath: 15th Feb 

For a free no-obligation survey 
and quotation or to find out 
more about our Open Days call 

0800 5426102 



IQ urns 


www.thecountygroup.co.uk 


Showrooms in Heathfield, 
Tunbridge Wells, Haywards 
Heath and Hailsham. 
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»If you would like to 
see your product here, 
please telephone 

01303 817100 or email 
advertising@aj:chant.co.uk 

» See more interiors 
every month inside... 

Kent Life 


Dressing table mirror 

By Decorative Mirrors Online available from www.notonthehighstreet.com 
Price: £213 < 


Four-poster bed • 

The Aldeburgh White double 
four-poster is new to Sofas & Stuff 
in Eridge and is available in white, 
black and natural wood options. 
Visit www.sofasandstuff.cqpp. 
Price: £1,459 


>■ a 

AJ 


Bedroom 

romance 


Lovely furniture, decorative touches 
and gorgeous beds make a bedroom 
worth staying in for this Valentine’s Day 


Roller blind < 

Roller blind in Romance Santorini 
available from ABS Blinds, Tenterden . 

Price: £84 


Wardrobe and 
dressing table •. 

Mirrored single-door 
Rose wardrobe in 
ivory and matching 
dressing table from 
John Lewis. Visit www. 
johnlewis.com 
Price: £999 
(wardrobe) and £599 


Romance 


• 25 Valentine's days out in Kent issue 

• Wedding guide for 2014 brides-to-be 

• Create a bedroom worth staying in for 


• Wax candle 

Vegetable wax candle by Natural 
Empathy from www.crystalspring.co.uk 

Price: £25 


■ More interiors and 
homes articles can be 
enjoyed in this month’s 
Kent Life. .. out now. 
Or subscribe online @ 
subscriptionsave.co.uk 
or www.buyamag.co. 
uk/KE 
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your say. 


Send us your views. 

Write to: 

KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe Rd, 
Smeeth, Ashford, TN25 6SS. 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


I TOTALLY agree with Terry Hudson 
(Letters, 26.01) on the proposed 
variable motorway speed limits. 

I also happen to believe certain 
departments are just counting the 
vast amount of money that will roll 
in from the speed cameras. 

Already there are plenty of 
instances on the A-roads where the 
limit is changed up and down every 
couple of miles for no good reason. 

Drivers feel it is done purposely to 
cause confusion. With drivers being 
confused, there are bound to be 
plenty of instances of the limit being 
exceeded at £100 a go. 

David Harris, Cliftonville 

60mph signs will 
be laughed at! 

IN the past I’ve had my ‘run-ins’ with 
Terry Hudson, particularly in regard 
to 20mph speed limits in urban 
areas, but I must side with him 
against Richard Mountford, of 
Hildenborough, in opposing reduced 
speed limits on motorways. 

Seeking to make his case for 
reducing the speed limit, Mr 
Mountford referred to research by 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology regarding pollution from 
vehicle emissions allegedly causing 
deaths in the UK. 

However, he omitted to mention 
the research had nothing to do with 
speed limits on motorways. 

The claim he makes that, “clearly 
lower speed limits will benefit us all”, 
is not supported. The opposite is true. 

Although I support reduced speed 
limits around schools etc, such 
reductions bring the risk of actually 


‘Dumbing down’ on 
the breakfast menu? 


I COULD not agree more with 
your letter last week about BBC 
Radio Kent’s breakfast show. 

I thought perhaps it was just 
me, initially, but there seems to 
have been a ‘dumbing down’ of 
the programme which shows little 
sign of relenting. 

There was an appalling piece 
recently about cooking breakfast 
and a very silly thing about ghosts. 


increasing pollution, not reducing it, 
so when considering their introduc¬ 
tion a ‘trade-off’ has to be made. 

It is the generally held view where 
they have been introduced (over 400 
around the country now) that the 
potential life/injury saving resulting 
from their introduction, outweighs 
the risk of possible increases in 
vehicle pollution, but nevertheless, 
the risk is acknowledged, so any 
claim reducing speed limits reduces 
pollution, is open to challenge. 

As for speed limits on motorways 
- all available evidence indicates that 
‘mile-for-mile’ motorways are the 
safest of our roads, so there is no case 
to reduce the limit on safety grounds. 

If there are certain ‘hot-spots’ on 
motorways where pollution levels 
are allegedly exceeding EU guide¬ 
lines, it will almost certainly be due 
to the sheer volume of traffic at 


I tune into Radio Kent for some 
news and views first thing in the 
morning, not to hear some 
hapless reporter sent on a 
ridiculous mission, and for us 
poor listeners to have to hear their 
unedited exploits for what seems 
an agonising amount of time. 

Come on Radio Kent - sort it 
out or you’ll lose listeners! 

H Carter, Tunbridge Wells 


congested periods. Reducing the 
speed limit will have no impact on 
pollution levels as traffic in those 
places at congested times will 
already be travelling slower anyway. 

This proposed measure is no more 
than a ‘sop’ to the European Union 
and, if introduced, will achieve 
nothing except attracting ridicule 
from drivers who regularly travel on 
the affected sections of the motorway 
network, all of whom, when the limit 
flashes up, will say as one: “Do 
60mph? You’re‘avin’a laugh!” 

Christopher Hudson-Gool, 
Maidstone 

MP’s care home 
facts are wrong 

I AM writing in response to recent 
misleading and negative speculation 


about the St John Ambulance care 
home at Tankerton, Whitstable, by 
the MP Julian Brazier. 

We’re disappointed that Julian 
Brazier is continuing to make these 
remarks, which are not based on fact 
and which can only unnecessarily 
worry the residents and families of 
the care home. 

We have stated that the home will 
receive the clinical and any other 
support it needs. And we have made 
it very clear that we will ringfence 
£750,000 for the home. 

We made changes to our govern¬ 
ance structures to make them 
simpler, clearer and more effective, 
but we have always been a single 
organisation. 

The changes mean we can bring 
more support to the front line, 
whether that’s local first aiders or the 
care home in Tankerton. Perhaps 
that’s why, contrary to Mr Brazier’s 
assertion, the number of volunteers 
in Kent has actually risen over the 
last three years. 

It appears Mr Brazier is being 
briefed by people who don’t know the 
facts, and who are more interested in 
scaremongering than supporting the 
residents of the home. 

Our chair of trustees and chief 
executive are meeting Mr Brazier 
and Sir Roger Gale next month to try 
to settle the matter and appraise 
them of the true situation. 

Mark Farmer, 
Regional director - south east, 
St John Ambulance 

Dog walkers are 
not breed apart 

I READ your article today by Dave 
Mairs on dogs and dog walkers (Blog 
section, www.kentnews.co.uk). 

I am extremely offended by your 
broad assumptions and comments 
about dog walkers. 

Whilst I understand a minority of 
dog walkers can be irresponsible, 
most dog walkers are responsible 
and take good care of their dogs. 

Dog walkers (in the correct and 
non restricted areas) have just as 
much right as pedestrians to use our 
beautiful countryside spaces, and 
perhaps as a hopeful dog owner 
‘some day’ you should embrace the 
culture of dog walkers and dogs. 
Rather than judge from a distance 
and make assumptions, actually 
speak to these people. 

You’ll find most dog walkers are 
happy to chat and more than happy 
to tell you about their dogs if you are 
looking to have one in the future. 

I hope you take my comments on 
board and understand that your 
assumptions are not always correct. 

Charlotte Jarvis, via email 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.” This is summed up in the 
strapline 'Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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Lightning 
strike off 


Dover 


by Brian Van-Der- 
Veen from Dover 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS. Be sure to 
include your name, address and 
a contact telephone number. 
Unfortunately we cannot return 
any prints, and please do not send 
negatives. Note: all digital images 
must be no less than 200dpi. 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any- duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


MYFERRYLI n k 

Owned and run by the crew 
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HEAR US ON 



AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 

-■ START YOUR JOURNEY WITH US! 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 

Gatwick and Heathrow daily for only 


£40 £75 


RETURN PER PERSON 



Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


£65 £120 


2 PEOPLE SINGLE 


2 PEOPLE RETURN 


PICK UP POINTS 


-- MARGATE 

-- RAMSGATE 

-- BROADSTAIRS 

-- BIRCHINGTON 

-- WESTGATE 

-■ SANDWICH 

-- DEAL 

-■ DOVER 

-■ FOLKESTONE 

-■ HERNE BAY 

-■ WHITSTABLE 

-■ FAVERSHAM 

-■ CANTERBURY 

-■ ASHFORD 

Check out our new 
Mobile App for Shuttle 
Service TEXT Shuttle 
to 80012 or scan in 
the QR code below 





RETURN FROM 

HEATHROW 

08.00 • 10.00 
15.00 • 19.00 

RETURN FROM 

GATWICK 

08.45 • 10.45 
15.45 • 19.45 


© 


01843 823007 
01843 823700 


For more information on our services go to: 

www.connections4you. net 
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SHAKE ON IT: The building sector is often seen as a barometer for the health of the economy as a whole, if so then things could be on the up 

Construction helping build 
road out of the recession? 


T HE construction indus¬ 
try is often used as a ba¬ 
rometer for the health of 
the economy. 

If people are buying 
homes, then lending is fluid and 
there’s a confidence in the market. 

If there’s increased demand for 
commercial properties, then it 
points to expansion which can only 
be fuelled by lending or success. 

And if the construction industry 
starts to move, it does so by employ¬ 
ing people, enriching local econo¬ 
mies and putting pounds in people’s 
pockets. 

In short, if construction starts to 
boom, the chances are the economy 
is on the up. 

All of which means we should 
take heart from the latest figures 
which suggest it is enjoying a ren¬ 
aissance after years of gloom. 

According to the latest figures, 
the UK has registered a 67 per cent 
increase in the value of new projects 
year-on-year to December 2013. 

And Kent is playing a key role in 
that growth. 


New UK projects up by 67 per cent 
with the county’s building growth 
leading the way, Joe Bill investigates 


The figures come from construc¬ 
tion industry expert Barbour ABI. 

It produces a monthly market re¬ 
port to gauge the progress of the 
business. 

Its latest report has revealed that 
in December alone, the value of 
new construction contracts across 
the UK was £6 billion - a 67.1 per 
cent increase on December 2012. 

The south east contributed £717 
million towards that figure for the 
construction contracts awarded in 
December. 

These projects were awarded 
across all sectors including indus¬ 
trial, residential, education and in¬ 
frastructure. 

Lead economist at Barbour ABI, 
Michael Dali, explained that the 
south east’s contribution has 


helped boost the nation’s construc¬ 
tion industry. He also believes the 
industry will continue its upward 
curve during 2014. 

He said: “In terms of industrial 
construction, the south east was 
accountable for more than £90m in 
December, which was 18.6 per cent 
of the overall contracts awarded for 
the sector. 

“That is the biggest contribution 
from a region in the UK and shows 
an increase of 17.6 per cent from 
the same month last year.” 

The economist was also quick to 
praise work from Kent in his report. 

He said: “A massive 32 per cent of 
the south east figures, or £28.8m, 
came from Kent alone.” 

“This growth in activity is largely 
attributable to a number of key 
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projects in the county.” 

Kent’s most expensive project 
was also one of the most expensive 
in the UK during 2013. 

The £105m extension of the 
Kentish Flats Wind Farm off the 
coast of Herne Bay ranked in 
the country’s top five last year - ac¬ 
cording to the report. 

This sector was also boosted by 
the agreement to build the Kemsley 
Sustainable Energy Plant in Sitting- 
bourne, in a deal worth £80m. 

The plant, which will turn 
550,000 tonnes of pre-treated 
waste a year into energy, is expect¬ 
ed to be completed by 2016. 

In the UK, the infrastructure sec¬ 
tor saw significant growth with the 
total value of projects awarded 
reaching £2.2bn, a 10.6 per cent in¬ 
crease from November 2013 and a 
huge 101.6 per cent year-on-year 
growth. 

Michael Dali believes this in¬ 
crease in infrastructure projects is 
a strong indicator of future growth 

Continued on page 61 » 


Ken r Channel 
Chamhet of 
Commerce 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KEA 


Week ending February 9,2014 61 












Honorary awards 
for famous faces 


Training, courses & careers 


De Wilde recruited to 
boost uni's research 
and enterprise plans 


PROFESSOR Philippe De Wilde 
has been appointed pro-vice 
chancellor for research and 
enterprise at the University of Kent. 

He will take up the position on 
August 1 this year. 

Professor De Wilde’s portfolio 
will also include the university’s 
graduate school. 

He is currently a professor in the 
Intelligent Systems Laboratory and 
head of the school of mathematical 
and computer sciences at Heriot- 
Watt University which has bases in 
Edinburgh, Dubai and Malaysia. 

He is a fellow of the British 
Computer Society and of the 
Institute of Mathematics and its 
Applications, and a senior 


member of the Institute of Electri¬ 
cal and Electronics Engineers. 

He said: “I am extremely 
pleased to be joining the Univer¬ 
sity of Kent. 

“The university has a strong 
history of research and I am 
looking forward to helping it 
develop this further. 

“Whilst it is a tough environment 
for research at the moment, Kent 
has huge potential to intensify its 
research culture, increasing its 
research income, its impact and its 
profile on the national and 
international stage.” 

A spokesman for the university 
said: “In its research strategy for 
2013-2016, the university, which 



SITE: New recruit will assist growth of university’s research 


has campuses in Canterbury and 
Medway, identified its core 
research ambitions as: to increase 
its volume and intensity of world 
class research; to define key areas 
of research strength, and support 
the development of collaborations 
in these areas; to increase the 
impact of its research; and to 
support research-based teaching. 


“Its enterprise service helps 
companies enhance their prod¬ 
ucts, services, systems and people 
by matching each project with the 
most relevant resources from 
within the university. It offers 
advice on, and access to, business 
funding and opportunities for 
collaborative research as well as 
government funding schemes.” 


TWO big names picked up 
honorary doctorates at Canter¬ 
bury Christ Church University 
last week. 

They include comic Jo Brand, 
who grew up in Kent and 
attended school in Tunbridge 
Wells, and Sir Keith Mills. 

Sir Keith was a successful 
businessman introducing the 
Air Miles scheme, before he lent 
his support to the London bid to 
host the 2012 Olympic Games 
- becoming chief executive 
before deputy chairman of 
organising committee LOCOG. 

Trials for football 
academy places 

ANYONE looking to secure a 
place at North West Kent College 
Football Academy is getting a 
chance to take part in trials. 

The academy is run in 
partnership with Gillingham 
Football Club. 

A taster day at the Dartford 
campus takes place on March 17 
from 3pm to 6pm with trial dates 
on April 23, May 19 and June 2 
between 3.30pm and 6pm. 


it What is your business doing to help our young people? If you have a good-news story email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or call 01303 817100. 
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Join Kent’s best 
kept secret 



Business Services at MidKent College consists of a team of training consultants 
with the knowledge and experience to improve an organisation from top to 
bottom. We offer four key services: 


Bespoke Training - We offer a wide range of bespoke training packages, offering 
professional qualifications in a variety of sectors including Education, Leadership and 
Management, Project Management, Health and Safety, and Security. 


Bespoke 

V"' Training 


Microsoft IT Academy (newly awarded Centre of Excellence status) - Those keen 
to keep up-to date with technology can take advantage of our Microsoft Academy 
which offers a range of fully-accredited technical and Microsoft Office programmes 
from our dedicated IT suites. 


Microsoft” 
IT Academy 


JobShop - The JobShop provides free recruitment solutions by advertising job 
vacancies to existing students who have achieved the required criteria within our 
Employability Passport Scheme. 

Apprenticeships - Business Services deliver a wide range of apprenticeship 
programmes, giving employers the support they need to train the skilled workforce of 
the future. 



Discover how Business Services at MidKent College can help you stay ahead of the rest. 


Call us today or visit our website 

Telephone: 01622 624900 

Email: business.services@midkent.ac.uk 

Website: www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 

Join us on |j |£j MT1 




Oakwood Park, Tonbridge Road 
Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AG 


orget London, come to us' 
is message to hi-tech start-ups 


By Paul Wookey 

SKILLS shortages, funding issues and a lack of 
quality affordable commercial property - that 
is what faces companies in Tech City, the 
Government’s flagship technology vehicle in 
Shoreditch for start-up businesses. 

That is the claim in a new report, Tech City 
Futures, compiled by marketing agency GfK in 
conjunction with accountants Grant Thornton. 

While it is not surprising that overseas tech 
companies gravitate to London, 
the very industry they operate in 
makes it so much easier to run 
from less expensive, well-con¬ 
nected locations that offer far 
greater quality of life - like Kent. 

The Tech City Futures report 
revealed that nearly half (45 per 
cent) of its firms could not find 
the specialist IT skills they 
needed, with 70 per cent finding 
a shortage of programmers. 

Commentators on inward 
investment, such as Ernst and 
Young, believe the UK’s economy 
is too London-centric. 

Their 2013 Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
report showed that 60 per cent of investments 
into the UK went to London, whereas only six 
per cent of Germany’s FDI went to Frankfurt. 

A recent poll found 60 per cent of foreign 
companies now believe regional destinations 
are strong investment alternatives to London 
with 28 per cent saying a heavy reliance on 
London is bad for the UK’s economy. 

So what does Kent offer as an alternative? 


High speed rail links mean the county is 
within easy reach of the capital and yet 
property prices, both commercial and residen¬ 
tial, are lower than in London. 

We also have a plentiful supply of suitably 
qualified graduates from our universities, 
adding to our growing skills base. This includes 
2,700 tech-based companies in Kent, 30,000 
people employed in software services and 
consulting, and more than 700 students a year 
graduating with ICT degrees. 

There are great locations for 
tech businesses to establish 
themselves, such as Kent Science 
Park, Discovery Park, the 
Innovation Centre Medway, 
innovation centres at The Bridge 
and The Base, Dartford, and 
Maidstone Studios 
And well-publicised financial 
investment programmes such as 
Expansion East Kent, TIGER in 
the Thames Gateway and 
Escalate in west Kent are helping 
companies to launch and grow. 
On February 12, a delegation 
from the county, including Kent County 
Council leader Paul Carter, is attending 
Established Meets Emerging - East Kent Meets 
East London, at Level 39 at Canary Wharf. 

It’s a rare chance to turn eyes away from 
London and towards Kent, and one we intend 
to exploit to the full. 

■ Chief executive of inward investment firm 
Locate in Kent, Paul Wookey, explains why it 
makes far more sense for hi-tech companies 
to launch and operate in Kent than London. 
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Get bespoke trade advice 
to help in global markets 



EXPORTS: Pilot scheme is aimed at boosting trade in global markets 


By Joe Bill 

joe.bill@archant.co.uk 


S OUTH east firms are set to 
undergo a pilot scheme 
which will see them 
offered trade advice on ex¬ 
porting their products onto 
the international market. 

Trade minister Lord Livingston is 
hoping to kick-start the economy by 
offering support to mid-sized busi¬ 
nesses (MSBs) looking to break into 
new markets. 

MSBs have a turnover of between 
£25m and £500m per year and more 
than half of them have fewer than 
250 employees. 

Ahead of a possible nationwide 
roll-out, the south east has been cho¬ 
sen as a guinea pig for the scheme as 
the region offers the largest selection 
of MSBs outside London. 

About 16 per cent of workers in the 
region are employed by the 1,430 
MSBs based here. 

Lord Livingston has announced he 
will offer advice and support from the 
Government’s international market 
arm, UK Trade and Investment 
(UKTI), to help propel businesses 


into the wider global market. 

He explained that mid-sized busi¬ 
nesses are “vital to the Government’s 
long-term economic plan to reduce 
the deficit and create more jobs”. 

Independent employers’ organisa¬ 
tion, the Confederation of British In¬ 
dustry, estimates that, if middle-sized 


firms reach their full potential, it 
would be worth £20-£50bn to the UK 
economy. 

Lord Livingston said: “MSBs have 
the potential to be economic power¬ 
houses for the UK economy, creating 
jobs and growth for all UK regions. 

“Their success is dependent on ex¬ 


panding beyond domestic markets so 
we will be making personal contact 
with all MSBs, to find out what we 
can do to help them go up a gear and 
compete with the best the rest of the 
world has to offer. 

“Businesses excel with UKTI’s sup¬ 
port and we want to make sure that 
they are not just trading abroad, but 
thriving there.” 

Currently, only 17 per cent of the 
UK’s MSBs generate revenues outside 
of the EU compared with 25 per cent 
in Germany and 30 per cent in Italy. 

UKTI south east regional director 
Lewis Scott said: “The south east is an 
exporting giant. The biggest regional 
exporter with exports worth £33.4bn 
by the end of December 2013. 

“The region is the largest base for 
medium-sized companies outside 
London. 

“We hope this scheme will encour¬ 
age other businesses to take advan¬ 
tage of what we offer. We are here to 
support every mid-sized company 
wanting to sell overseas by providing 
bespoke trade advice.” 

UKTI market and sector experts 
are based both in the UK and overseas 
- across 160 locations in 111 
countries. 


for other construction schemes. 

He said: “The performance of 
infrastructure as a sub-sector is also 
incredibly encouraging. 

“The figures are a reflection of 
an exciting year of renewed opti¬ 
mism for the construction industry 
and, as a major contributor to 
figures for the industry as a whole, 
the sustained period of strong 
project values in this sector is good 
news and a key indicator for future 
growth.” 

The research also highlights 
sustained growth in the residential 
construction sector. 

In the south east in December, 
there were contracts totalling 
£237.5m awarded, which was 
14.6 per cent of the total value of 
contracts awarded for the sector in 
the UK. 

The total contract value for 
December in this sector grew by 88.2 
per cent year-on-year. 

Kent’s largest residential 
construction project is at St Mary’s 
Island in Chatham. Valued at 
£60m, it is one of the most expensive 
residential constructions outside of 
London. 

In Kent’s commercial sector, the 
market research highlighted the 
Neats Court Development on the Isle 
of Sheppey as the county’s largest 
on-going construction project for 
2013. 

The £12.5m development at 
Queenborough will include a 
supermarket and petrol station. 

It will also boast a number of food 
outlets, a family pub and retail 
stores, and it is hoped to bring up to 
600 jobs to the area. 


Designer outlet set 
to go big on luxury 


MORE details have emerged about the expan¬ 
sion of Ashford’s McArthurGlen Designer Out¬ 
let - a move which will dramatically enhance 
the retail offering at the site and which should 
be open for business by 2016. 

In November, McArthurGlen announced its 
popular centre close to Ashford International 
station would double in size with the opening 
of a new luxury and premium shopping area. 

The centre, which was designed by Sir Rich¬ 
ard Rogers and opened in 2000, will add a fur¬ 
ther 175,000 sq ft of retail space, of which 
75,000 sq ft will house a new luxury quarter. 

McArthurGlen is due to hand in a planning 
application to Ashford Borough Council in the 
coming months. 

Managing director Gary Bond said: “Ashford 
is already home to some of the most sought-af¬ 
ter premium and designer brands in the UK. 

“What we are seeing, given the good com¬ 
munication links with London, as well as with 
continental Europe and the coast, and the 
emergence of London as a global shopping des¬ 
tination, is the rising demand for more luxury 
and premium brands.” 

The design of the new expansion at Ashford 
will continue with the village-style theme of¬ 
fering a combined total of around 358,000 sq ft 
of retail space and an additional 80 stores, 
bringing the total to 165 outlets. 

This will make it one of the largest designer 
outlets in the UK. 

Mr Bond adds: “We have received tremen- 


; 



EXPANSION : Ashford’s designer outlet is 
looking to expand and go more upmarket 

dous support from the local authority of 
Ashford, who fully understand how the 
expansion of the centre will not only create 
jobs, but also further establish the Ashford de¬ 
signer outlet as a shopping destination, which 
in turn benefits the local economy, especially 
the tourism sector.” 



chrysaliscare 

transforming lives 


COULD YOU FOSTER? 


We can provide you with a great 
opportunity to help transform 
children's lives 

• You don't have to be married 

• You don't need to be employed 

• You don't need a big house 

• You do need a spare room and space 
in your life to help a vulnerable child 
to achieve 

As a Chrysalis Care Foster Carer 
you will receive: 

• 24-hour professional support 

• Excellent remuneration 

• Job satisfaction 

• Comprehensive training 

• Access to a range of children's services 


We are also looking for specialist foster carers who can provide a 
home to teenagers, a parent and child, children with disabilities, 

and carers who are interested in remand fostering. If you are 
considering becoming a foster carer, or would like to find out more 

about us, Please Call: 020 8298 2800 
or visit our website: www.chrysaliscarefostering.org 
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holborough lakes 

KENT ME6 


A wonderful lifestyle, an even better view 

The new lakeside apartments at 
Holborough Lakes - coming soon 



The new lakeside apartments at Holborough Lakes offer generous internal space and gorgeous external views 
from their balconies. These are homes designed for fully relishing the peaceful setting that makes Holborough Lakes 
so inviting. On site facilities include a residents’ only gym plus fitness classes, an outdoor trim trail and a diving 
and watersports academy. Outstanding retail and leisure opportunities are only a short drive away. 


1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments launching soon 

To register your interest call 01634 244666 or email holborough@berkeleyhomes.co.uk 


www. hoi borough lakes, co. u k 


At Holborough Lakes we’ve 
provided a gym, trim trail, 
village green, creche, play 
area, diving centre, bus 
and landscaped gardens 

Our Vision. Your Future. 


Sales & Marketing Suite and Showhomes 

open daily from 10am to 6pm 

Holborough Lakes, Manley Boulevard, Kent ME6 5SD 


Proud to be a member of the 
Berkeley Group of companies 
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SLICED AND DICED: The simple step of fully insulating your loft space can make a huge difference to the amount of heat escaping from your home 

Warming to some DIY can 
help keep your bills down 

As energy costs continue to rocket we reveal some simple improvements that 
will not only make it far more energy efficient, but a whole lot cosier too... 


»If you would like to 
advertise in this section, 
please telephone 

01303817000 

or alternatively email 

advertising@ 

archant.co.uk 

» See the county’s best 
homes for sale inside... 

Kent Life 


ii 100s of homes 
available for sale *1 
or to rent at 

homesffi.co.uk 



F ACED with ever-present 
headlines about ever- 
rising energy prices, it’s 
easy to feel helpless. But, 
if you are willing to 
invest a little time and money in 
some basic DIY, you and your 
home can fight back. 

One of the best ways to make 
your home more energy efficient is 
to insulate the loft. 

According to the Energy Saving 
Trust, a quarter of the heat in an 
uninsulated home is lost through 
the roof. 

They say that laying 27cm of 
insulation, which is the recom¬ 
mended depth for mineral wool 
(other materials may vary), in an 
uninsulated loft will save you up to 
£180 a year (based on a three-bed 
semi with gas central heating). 

Even if your loft has insulation, it 
may not be thick enough. Insulat¬ 
ing it is usually a straightforward 
DIY job and can make a big 
difference to how warm your home, 
particularly the upstairs, feels. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Some people, such as pensioners 
and those on low incomes, can 
currently qualify for free energy¬ 
saving measures, including loft 
insulation. If this applies to you, 
do something about it now, in case 
the schemes are watered down or 
withdrawn. 

Don’t forget to insulate any 
water pipes and boiler tanks in the 
loft, as insulating the loft floor will 
make the loft colder because less 
heat will get through from the 
rooms below. 

One of the hazards of winter is 
burst pipes, so don’t take any risks 
- insulate pipes in the loft and 
anywhere else you can access 
them, including raised wooden 
floors at ground level. 

If your home’s radiators aren’t as 
powerful as you’d like, bleed them. 

Radiators containing trapped air 
are hot at the bottom, but cold 
further up, so they are not giving 
off as much heat as they should. 

Bleeding them is easy - simply put 
a radiator key or small screwdriver 

KEA 


(depending on the type of hole) into 
the bleed valve on the radiator and 
open the valve to let out the air. 

Another reason a radiator might 
seem inadequate is simply if it’s not 
powerful enough for the room it’s in. 

Radiator output is measured in 
btus (British thermal units) and to 
work out the btus needed to heat a 
room, ask a plumber or use an 
online btu calculator. 

Old radiators are usually less 
powerful than modern ones 
because technology has improved, 
so replacing old radiators can make 
a big difference. 

Or, a classic error, perhaps your 
furniture is in the wrong place? 

You don’t, for example, want a 
radiator pumping heat into the 
back of a sofa. In this case, it’s best 
to move the radiator or swap a 
horizontal radiator for a vertical 
one, which will take up less space 
at sofa level. 

If you can’t afford to do this, 
move the piece of furniture to get 
more out of the existing radiator. 


Another area of major heat loss 
are old, especially single-glazed, 
windows. 

Replacing windows is obviously 
expensive, but you can work with 
what you have by fitting secondary 
glazing units or film (clear film you 
fix in place across the windows), or 
buying thermal curtains. 

You can also fit weatherstrip¬ 
ping, which is draught-proofing 
tape that helps to fill the gap 
between the frame and the 
window’s moving parts. 

Weatherstripping can also be 
used around exterior doors. 

At the bottom of the door, use a 
brush draught-excluder strip - 
simply cut it to fit and screw it in 
place. 

A fabric ‘sausage’ draught 
excluder will also help, as a brush 
strip will only cover some of the 
gap - fit it too low and it will drag 
on the floor. 

Also don’t forget to fit keyhole 
and letter box covers to stop cold 
air coming in there too. 
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READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33 

for bookings and information 



Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL; ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 • Email: info@gnvoyages.co.uk • www.gnvoyages.co.uk. Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays, 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays. 


Clauic Private Party Break* - Free Brink* - Oyer 40 * - Pontin* Pakefielr, Lowe*toet 


ISELF-DRIVE 


i 


Unforgettable 9 
Swinging 60* Party 

f129 pp Sale £l 1 9pp - 3 nights half board plus - Friday 28 Mar, 2014 



The fourmo/t 

The Ivy League 

Edison Lighthouse 

Union Gap 

The Cufflink/ 

Tree Drink/ 


We've lined up some brilliant 
original 60s bands for our 
Unforgettable Swinging 60s Party at 
Pontins Pakefield. This great seaside 
venue near Lowestoft, Suffolk, will 
feature non-stop fun and nostalgia 
for our spring party. You'll also enjoy 
3 free drinks per person per night. 


INCLUDED: 3 free drinks per person 
every night - house beers & spirits, 
wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers. 

• Full entertainment programme 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet - 
upgrades available 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 


•im ft - i 

Ylf f V 



—- "Fabulous - Brilliant - Friendly" - what 

Swinging 60s Christmas Party - November 2013 


"We would like to say a big 
thank you to GN Holidays and 
your team last weekend at the 
60s Xmas party at Pakefield. We 
all had one of our best 
weekends for a long time. Your 
team up there Maria and Hayley 
made it a great time. We are all 
looking forward to your March 
60s weekend. Once again thank 
you to GN Holidays for a lovely 
time, you have a great 
company." 

MrLineham 


"Please pass on to the GN 
Holidays management and 
entertainment team that we 
again had a fabulous 60s Xmas 
party last November. The 
atmosphere was brilliant, so 
friendly, relaxing, and very 
entertaining. Thank you again 
for giving people such a happy 
time." 

Gaye Fox 


our clients said. 

Swinging 60s Seaside Party - 
March, 2013 

"We have just returned from 
60s weekend break at Pontins, 
Pakefield (3 couples). We had 
an excellent time and couldn't 
fault anything. We had great 
fun at the quizzes with Maria 
and the entertainment was 
brilliant. The break far 
exceeded our expectations. 
"Thank you so much." 

Barbara Freeman 


Quote MSI 1-KOS 


Premium Private Party Break* - Free Brink* - Over 40 * - Warner Lekure Hotel* 


Summer Luvin Seatibe Party 

f129pp - 3 nights half board plus - Friday 27 June, 2014 



Grco/c 

Dirty Dancing 1 

Mamma Mia 

Free Drink/ 


Summer 

Dreaming 

Interactive 

Extravaganza 


Quote SP6-KOS 


Our Summer Luvin Seaside Party has 
everything you need for a great 
party - a great location - great 
entertainment - great music - great 
food - free drinks - the complete 
package. Music from Grease, 
Mamma Mia and Dirty Dancing plus 
an all-singing all-dancing 
entertainment extravaganza. 


INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks every 
night - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers 

• Full entertainment programme 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet - 
upgrades available 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 



Super 70s Christmas Party <ji> 

£l29 P p - 3 nights half board plus - Friday 21 November, 2014 


Alvin Stardust 

Abba Christmas Party 

More acts tbc 

Free Drinks 


tv' 7? 


4 r 


Chart-topping leather-clad 70s 
rocker Alvin Stardust tops the bill for 
our Super 70s Christmas Party. 
Ronnie Wood described Alvin as 'the 
Godfather of British Rock and Roll'. 
And he's still giving it his all after a 
five-decade career. There's plenty of 
support for our star rocker with an 
Abba Christmas Party and more acts 
yet to be confirmed. To help the 
party go with a swing we've 


included some free drinks every 
night. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks every 
night - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers 

• Full entertainment programme 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet - 
upgrades available 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 


ISELF-DRIVE 


Swinging Sixties Chrisinas Party iH 

f229 PP - 3 nights semi-all-inclusive - Friday 28 November, 2014 


Warner 

Norton Grange 
Isle of Wight 

FREE DRINKS 

6pm to Midnight 
every night 

The 

Fourmost 

Little 

Miss 

Sixties 



Quote SSI 1-KOS 


Great Entertainment, Free Drinks, Free Car Ferry 
and a super location make Warner's Norton 
Grange resort, on the Isle of Wight, our most 
popular Christmas Party venue ever. 

INCLUDED: Free Bar from 6pm to midnight 
every evening for house beers & spirits, wine by 
the glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers 

• Entertainment 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrades available 

• Car ferry crossing 


I 

Mamma Mia & Super 70s Carry On New Year Party ill 

f229 PP - 3 nights semi-all-inclusive - Friday 9 January, 2015 


Warner 

FREE DRINKS 

70/ 

Bembridge Hotel 

6pm to Midnight 

TRIBUTE 

Isle of Wight 

every night 

ACT - TBC 


mnmmn 
min tiig 
moyiG 


Tribute 

Bond 



Our private party extends the New 
Year festivities and takes us on a trip 
down memory lane at our favourite 
Warner hotel. Enjoy a gala New Year's 
Eve party with countdown to midnight 
and great entertainment. 

INCLUDED: Free Bar from 6pm to 
midnight every night for house beers 
& spirits, wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & mixers 

• Entertainment 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite CHALET - hotel 
upgrades available with rooms in main 
building from £259pp 

• Car ferry crossing 


Come Dancing Party 


If you're a dance fan 
who enjoys ballroom 
and latin dancing, you'll 
love our popular Come 
Dancing Party, running 
alongside the Carry on 
New Year Party - add 
dance tuition, a Gala 
Ball, a huge dance floor 
with reserved table & 
seating and much more 
for just £50pp extra 
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EVOLUTION: Toyota’s RAV4 has undergone four changes from the original ‘soft roader’ model, pictured top right, to its modern-day incarnation, left 


Toyota RAV4 


from £22,595 


TSJPSW I ^ was 20 years ago that Toyota 

® TP f v f. I; 1 I launched the RAV4 - the 

original ‘soft roader’. 

This ‘Recreational Active 
Vehicle with 4-wheel drive’ was 
a sensation, sparking a ‘RAVolution’ 
that other manufacturers simply had 
to join. 

Within a month of launch, Toyota 
was forced to double production 
levels, and it wasn’t long before 
customers were demanding a 
five-door version to augment the 
original three-door model. 

With its small size, grippy 
all-wheel drive and big tyres, the 
new car had everyday usability and 
affordability plus the ‘funky chunky’ 
4x4 styling that was becoming so 
fashionable at the time - no wonder 
market watchers dubbed it ‘The 4x4 
GTi’ or ‘The GTi off-roader’. 

Four generations on, it has also 
gained sought-after sub-brand 
status: asked what car he or she 
i—, . •, drives, a RAV4 owner will usually 

If For more cars Visit sa y ‘ a raV’ rather than Toyota. 

f I x/ q 04 C* A I 1 ^ It has also proved that while it 
U I 1 V t* jL * K+ w . U l\ might be smaller than a proper 4x4, 

Poweredby D C it is no less rugged: 90 per cent of all 

Lch S ^e!yT« co^l the r AV4s built are still on the road. 

But success has a downside... lots 
of wannabe competition. The Ford 
Kuga, VW Tiguan, Honda CR-V, 
Nissan X-Trail, Mazda CX-5 and, 
particularly, keenly priced opposition 
from Korea’s Hyundai ix35 and Kia 
Sportage, have all overturned the 


Driving appeal: 


Running costs: ★★★★ 

How green?: ★★★★ 

Best rival: Mazda CX-5 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


Steve Loader reflects on the RAV4, Toyota’s radical and 
sporty take on the 4x4 formula that created a whole new 
market sector which just grew and grew and grew... 


Other view... 

the Petrolhead 

The RAV4 was a 
trendsetter in its day, 
but it’s evolved to suit 
its original fans; as they 
grew older, so it’s gone a 
bit soft. 

She says 

I still think the RAVis 
trendy, but also very 
practical, and I know it 
has a great reputation 
for reliability. I’d buy one. 

the Eco-warrior 

If you don’t really need a 
bulky 4x4 then why buy 
one that looks like one? 
The great ‘SUV scam’ 
needs to end. 


pioneering lead the RAV4 once had. 

It’s also fair to say its youthful appeal 
has been surrendered in favour of 
pleasing a wider audience or keeping 
original fans happy as they grew older, 
so dimensions and practicality have 
grown at the expense of compactness 
and sportiness. 

But the car has loyal fans and the 
latest fourth generation car (from 
£22,595) is both sleeker and more 
practical than ever, with more boot 
space, a fully flat load floor with 
seats folded, plus generous under 
floor stowage. 

It has also gained a lifting tailgate, 
which people prefer for easy loading 
and as a rain shelter, particularly 
when ‘grandstanding’ at rural events. 

The rear now seats three in 
comfort too, with generous leg and 
headroom and a virtually flat floor, 
allowing all rear passengers to scoot 
across easily and alight either side. 

The latest car also appears even 
more rock solid, to go with its 
legendary reliability, but there is a 
marked lack of flair about the new 
cabin and while the big infotainment 
touchscreen works well, it is dull and 


off the pace set by others. 

That said, there is plenty of 
stowage space, and the commanding 
driving position that made the 
original car so popular is still a 
highlight, while handling remains 
sure-footed, body roll is well-control- 
led on corners and ride quality is 
forgiving enough to make the latest 
RAV a good all-rounder. 

Powertrain options are diesel 
except for a 2.0-litre petrol with a 
CVT (continuously variable trans¬ 
mission) ‘box - the cheapest 4x4 
version in the range - but you’ll pay 
just £900 more to get the equivalent 
diesel 4x4 model and benefit from an 
extra lOmpg on average. 

And if economy is the key issue for 
you, check out the cheaper front 
wheel drive only variants. 

Toyota was a pioneer in offering 
this choice on early RAV4s, but the 
market wasn’t ready then. Now it is, 
as people recognise economy and 
lower running costs and emissions 
are as important as SUV style - the 
latest RAV4 should please on both 
counts and comes with Toyota’s 
five-year/100,000-mile warranty. 
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YEARS 

INSURANCE* 

WARRANTY 
SERVICING 
CAR TAX + 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


107 ACCESS 208 ACCESS 2008 ACTIVE 

£139 £166 £221 


a month with JUST ADD FUEL® 



PEUGEOT 107 ACCESS, 208 ACCESS & 2008 ACTIVE 

Whether you go for the nippy Little Peugeot 107 Access with up to 65.7mpg, the award-winning Peugeot 208 Access with rear LED 
Lights, or the beautifully versatile Peugeot 2008 with colour touchscreen, they all come with Just Add Fuel®: the only package to 
include 3 years' comprehensive insurance, servicing, car tax and warranty. It's a tricky one. For a test drive, give us a call. 

MOTION & EMOTION 



THE GRAND GARAGE 

1-11 Harold Road, MARGATE CT9 2HT 
01843 227933 www.grandgarage.co.uk 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 107 Range are: Urban 52.31 - 55.38 (5.1 - 5.4), Extra Urban 70.62 - 74.33 (4 - 3.8), Combined 62.77 - 65.69 
(4.5 - 4.3) and CO 2 104-99 (g/km); for the 208 range are: Urban 32.8 - 78.5 (8.6 - 3.6), Extra Urban 54.3 - 88.3 (5.2 - 3.2), Combined 44.1 - 83.1 (6.4 - 3.4) and CO 2 149 - 87 (g/km); for the 
2008 range are : Urban 36.7 - 68.9 (7.7 - 4.1), Extra Urban 58.9 - 78.5 (4.8 - 3.6), Combined 47.9 - 74.3 (5.9 - 3.8) and CO 2 135-98 (g/km). 

#Terms and conditions apply - participating dealers only or visit www.peugeot.co.uk. f The first year Road Fund License (RFL) is included in the on the road price. The Dealer will provide customers with a cheque equivalent to twice the current RFL cost. The customer must apply for year 2 & 3 RFL. Just 
Add Fuel (JAF) package subject to status. 'Minimum age 21, 25 or 30 years on selected models, maximum age 75. Policyholder must have a minimum of two years NCD to use on the vehicle. All drivers must meet eligibility criteria including minimum 2 years full UK driving licence, driving convictions/ 
claims limits. Excesses apply. 3 years motor insurance will be provided and underwritten by U K Insurance Limited. A guarantee may be required. Written quotations available on request from Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. JAF is incorporated into a Personal 
Lease contract. 107 Access 1.0 3dr initial payment £1,170, optional final payment of £2,830. 208 Access l.OVTi 68 3dr initial payment £1,451, optional final payment of £4,347. 2008 Active 1.4 HDi 120 initial payment £1,831, optional final payment of £5,742. If you choose to pay off the optional final 
rental, you can pay an annual rental equivalent to one of your monthly rentals but will not own the car. Ownership is possible with JAF Passport - ask your dealer for details. Rentals quoted on a typical customer of each model range and will vary according to age, post code and annual mileage. Excess 
mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. This offer is not available in N.l. Offer available on cars ordered and registered by 31st March 2014. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. 
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SHOCK TREATMENT: The all-new Mitsubishi Outlander is about launch the SUV sector’s first plug-in hybrid - the PHEV (Plug-In Hybrid Electric Vehicle) 

Outlandish appeal 
is growing on UK 

Mitsubishi’s mid-range SUV has been a 
slow burn with UK buyers and, as ever, 
they must look deep to find its virtues, 
but they’re worth it, writes Steve Loader 


C AR makers don’t always 
get it right in the naming 
game, but Mitsubishi 
picked well with Outland¬ 
er for its mid-range SUV. 

It sounds like the Japanese brand 
wanted to underline the car’s 
respectable off-road ability - getting 
‘out there’ - and being an outsider 
different from the norm. 

The original version arrived here 
in 2004, late in its production cycle, 
and you could see why Mitsubishi 
had dallied - it was only available 
with a thirsty petrol engine better 
suited to the American market. 

This was put right in 2007, with a 
far superior Midi model offering 
seven seats and diesel power, 
which also gained wider market 
penetration through two spin-offs 
with slightly different styling and 
sold by Peugeot and Citroen as the 
4007 and C-Crosser respectively. 

This trio set the stage for the Mldll 
Outlander’s arrival in 2012, this 
time without Peugeot-Citroen clones. 

Styling-wise, it is a slight step 
backwards; less sharply defined and 
more anonymous, distracting from 
virtues such as keen pricing with a 
flexible all wheel drive as standard, 
low running costs, a hugely 
expanded load capacity, and the 
brand’s reputation for the reliability 
and ruggedness of its 4x4 models, 
championed by the venerable 
Shogun off-roader and big-selling 
L200 pick-up - catalyst for the UK 
pick-up market. 

Apart from the five-seat GX2 - 
designed to highlight a low £23,699 
entry price to the range and attract 
fleet users such as Government 
departments and police forces - the 
Outlander also comes with seven 
seats as standard (from £26,399). 

This alone is attractive against key 
five-seat only rivals like the Toyota 
RAV4, Mazda CX-5, Honda CR-V, 


Ford Kuga and Nissan X-Trail. 

And while none of this pack or 
the Outlander claim to be a proper 
off-roader, the Mitsubishi has an 
edge, with decent ground clearance 
for rougher situations even if it 
cannot yomp over rough terrain like 
its Shogun stablemate. 

It also has a more flexible all-wheel 
drive transmission than most rivals: 
Mostly, it can run in 4WD ECO, a 
fuel-efficient front-wheel drive only 
mode that only engages the rear 
wheels if a loss of traction is detected. 

Next up is 4WD AUTO or normal 
mode, allowing off-road performance 
in most conditions, leaving 4WD 
LOCK or high-traction at a lower 
speed for the worst situations. 

On-road, the Outlander is set up 
for comfort rather than a sporting 
drive, which should suit most 
would-be buyers, who will want the 
car for its people and load-carrying 
capacity and ability to cover rougher 
ground without too much jolting. 


The cabin is also a good place to 
be; airy with robust and comfortable 
materials and trimming and a large 
boot and overall cargo capacity, 
though this varies according to 
whether you opt for a five or seven- 
seat version. 

For now, the single powertrain 
option is a 147bhp 2.2-litre 
turbodiesel carried over from before; 
it is refined with a respectable 
take-off (0-62mph in 10.2 seconds) 
and economy - 52.3mpg on the 
combined cycle for seven-seat 
manual models. 

However, Mitsubishi is about to 
launch the SUV sector’s first plug-in 
hybrid; the Outlander PHEV (Plug-In 
Hybrid Electric Vehicle). 

It would have been with us earlier, 
but Mitzi says demand elsewhere has 
outstripped supply. 

When it arrives is should also exceed 
the £33,999 price of the current GX5 
Auto flagship model, although this is 
balanced by news that it will qualify 


Mitsubishi 
Outlander GX2 


Price: 

£23,699 

Driving appeal: 

★★ 

Image: 

★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Road tax: 

£200 

Best rival: Hyundai Santa Fe 


Kent dealers 

Parker Mitsubishi: 

Canterbury 01227 783400 


for a £5,000 Government grant 
awarded to cars demonstrating 
effective all-electric power; the 
Outlander PHEV claims an electric 
range of 32.5 miles before needing 
to fall back on its piston engine. 

It also emits just 44g/km of C02, 
so easily falls below the lOOg/km bar 
above which road tax is payable. 


FirstGEAR 


Motoring news 



Polo aims higher 

VW has ordered a major upgrade 
inside and out for the Polo supermini 
- a regular UK top 10 seller. 

The revised car, due on roads 
this summer, gets enhanced safety 
features, new steering, and optional 
Sport Select suspension offering two 
settings. 

The smartphone-style touch¬ 
screen already seen on VW’s other 
big-seller, the Golf, is also added, 
plus new diesel and petrol engines 
to boost fuel efficiency up to 21 per 
cent higher than before. 



Limited by design 

NISSAN has noted retro rivals like 
the BMW Mini and Fiat 500, and 
‘funked up’ its Micra supermini with 
a customisation package. 

The Limited Edition (from £12,300) 
is based on high value mid-range 
Acenta trim, and features a contrast¬ 
ing roof and door mirror caps, selling 
in three colour combinations; Pacific 
Blue with white roof/mirror caps is 
pictured here. 

Contrasting side sills and centre 
caps, interior highlights, and chrome 
exhaust add to the impact. 



Zoe's shock deal 


RENAULT’S Zoe electric supermini 
- the UK’s most affordable electric 
car - is now even more attractive 
thanks to a new monthly PCP 
(personal contract purchase) deal 
starting at £189 plus £45 battery hire. 

The French marque also shows its 
commitment to zero emission 
electric vehicles by adding a free 
wall-mounted domestic fast charger 
to the deal for the Zoe, which incurs 
tiny day-to-day ‘fuel’ costs thereafter, 
making it an ideal purchase for 
commuters. 
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NOT JUST A 



CHRYSLER YPSILON 
THE VERSATILE 5-DOOR CITY CAR 
FROM JUST £129 DEPOSIT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 01227 829930 


REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE CHRYSLER YPSILON 1.2 S 


47 MONTHLY 

ON THE 

CUSTOMER 

CHRYSLER 

AMOUNT 

OPTIONAL 

TOTAL 

DURATION OF 

PAYMENTS 

ROAD PRICE 

DEPOSIT 

DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION 

(INCLVAT) 

OF CREDIT 

FINAL 

PAYMENT 

(incl£295 

FEE) 

PAYABLE BY 
CUSTOMER 

CONTRACT 

(MONTHS) 

£129 

£10,750 

£129 

£2,000 

£8,621 

£5,039 

£9,231 

48 



RATE OF 
INTEREST 
(FIXED) 


APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


2.1% APR 


NORTHGATE 

NORTHGATE GARAGE, NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY, KENT, C T 1 1 F W. W W W. N O R T H G AT E - G R O U P. C O . U K 


Chrysler with 


=mwo 


OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FORTHE CHRYSLER YPSILON RANGE IN MPG (L/100KM): EXTRA URBAN 
65.7 (4.3) - 88.3 (3.2), URBAN 44.1 (6.4) - 60.1 (4.7), COMBINED 55.4 (5.1) - 74.3 (3.8). C02 EMISSIONS IN G/KM118 - 97. 

FUEL CONSUMPTION AND CO2 FIGURES ARE OBTAINED FOR COMPARATIVE PURPOSES IN ACCORDANCE WITH EC DIRECTIVES/REGULATIONS AND MAY NOT BE REPRESENTATIVE OF REAL-LIFE DRIVING CONDITIONS. FACTORS SUCH AS 
DRIVING STYLE, WEATHER AND ROAD CONDITIONS MAY ALSO HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON FUEL CONSUMPTION. ’MODEL SHOWN: YPSILON 1.2 S IN CLAY RED. PROMOTION AVAILABLE ON NEW YPSILON MODELS REGISTERED BEFORE 
31ST MARCH 2014. WITH CHRYSLER HORIZON YOU HAVE THE OPTION TO RETURN THE VEHICLE AND NOT PAY THE FINAL PAYMENT, SUBJECT TO THE VEHICLE NOT HAVING EXCEEDED AN AGREED ANNUAL MILEAGE (A CHARGE OF 6P 
PER MILE FOR EXCEEDING 6,000 MILES PER ANNUM IN THIS EXAMPLE) AND BEING IN GOOD CONDITION. FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS. GUARANTEES MAY BE REQUIRED. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. AT PARTICIPATING DEALERS 
ONLY. WE WORK WITH A NUMBER OF CREDITORS INCLUDING CHRYSLER FINANCIAL SERVICES. CHRYSLER FINANCIAL SERVICES, PO BOX 4465, SLOUGH, SL1 ORW. FIAT - CHRYSLER AND CNH INDUSTRIAL ARE OFFICIAL GLOBAL PARTNERS 
OF THE EXPO MILANO 2015. TO FIND OUT MORE PLEASE VISIT CHRYSLER.CO.UK. PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT THE TIME OF GOING TO PRESS (01/14). CHRYSLER IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF CHRYSLER GROUP LLC. 






Service and MoT 
from only £149 




Please call us now to book in your vehicle 



BMW 330i 


BMW 116i 


BMW 320 Diesel 


(blue) 

99001 miles 


(white) 
35636 miles 


(blue) 
5683 miles 


£8,250 


£9,600 


£26,100 



Mercedes B160 
(black) 
34754 miles 
£9,999 


Mercedes C350 
(white) 
31108 miles 
£16,000 


Mercedes R350 
(silver) 
91014 miles 
£15,200 


Proud to be winners at the Blackhorse Car Dealer Awards | Best Used Car Website 2013 Highly commended | Best New Used Car Dealership 2013 


Kent’s largest used BMW and Mercedes prestige dealer with over 1250 cars in group stock 
TAILOR-MADE FINANCE PACKAGES AVAILABLE, CALL FOR A QUOTE 


Sturry Road, Canterbury CT11DS' Tel 01227 479338 


www.bigmotoringworld.co.uk 
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By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24xo.uk 

Poweredby f^QTORS 

Search Smart. Buy Right .CO.Uk 


B ULLISH predictions of 
bumper car registra¬ 
tions in 2013 duly came 
to pass; a welcome 
signal of gathering 
confidence and strength in the UK 
economy. 

The final total was 2,264,737 
cars, up 10.8 per cent on 2012, and 
exceeding the 2.25 million forecast 
by industry mouthpiece, the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders (SMMT). 

It was also the highest annual 
registration total since 2007, just 
before the recession-tsunami hit 
the UK, making us Europe’s second 
largest car market after Germany. 

Pundits suggest a further one per 
cent growth during 2014. 

SMMT chief executive Mike 
Hawes claimed the UK new car 
market had helped stimulate the 
country’s economic recovery, 
adding: “While the European 
market is only now showing signs 
of improvement, the UK has 
consistently outperformed the rest 
of Europe with 22 consecutive 
months of growth. 

“The 10.8 per cent increase in 
2013 reflects the attractive 
financial offers available, as well 
as increased demand for more 
technologically advanced new 
cars.” 

Lest anyone think rising 
registrations are fuelling another 
classic British boom ‘n’ bust 
scenario, it is also worth noting 
the country’s status as a major car 
producer and exporter is also rising. 


EPITOME OF FRENCH CHIC: Renault’s latest Clio, top, marks a return to form for a model much-loved by 
Brits while Skoda’s Octavia, pictured above, underlines the brand’s consistently high ratings in customer polls 


Car production rose 3.1 per cent 
in 2013 to exceed 1.5 million units 
- the highest volume since 2007 - 
and is expected to post a record 
two million by 2017. 

Motorists switching or downsiz¬ 
ing to more fuel-efficient cars is 
part of the rising registration 
trend, in partnership with lower 


C02 emissions that can slash or 
even remove road tax. 

Manufacturers, keen to keep car 
plants churning through the 
recession, also pegged car prices 
over recent years and offered low 
rate finance, incentives such as 
maintenance plans and preferential 
insurance, and advantageous PCP 


(personal contract plan) schemes 
that help motorists work out 
exactly what their monthly 
motoring budget will be. 

Many would-be buyers have also 
realised buying a new car that is 
cheaper to run is a morale-boosting 
way to use savings which earn little 
or no interest in the bank at present. 
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it For more cars visit drive24.co.uk Poweredby motors 


B RITISH car buyers have 
learned to love small cars. 

For years the family car 
dominated sales, then we 
downshifted to family 
hatchbacks and now superminis rule. 

The trend has been driven by 
soaring fuel and insurance costs, 
greater environmental awareness, 
punitive road tax on larger cars, plus 
ever more stylish small cars. 

The supermini, and even smaller 
city car, now have a 40 per cent 
share of new car sales, followed by 
family hatchbacks with around 25 
per cent of registrations. 

It might not be long though before 
family hatchbacks are under threat 
too from the new kid on the block; 
the crossover. 

As the name implies, this straddles 
several sectors by being part family 
hatch, part MPV (multi-purpose 
vehicle) or people carrier, and part 
SUV (sports utility vehicle) and is 
highlighted by cars like the Hyundai 
ix35, Renault Captur and Peugeot 
3008. 

Nobody is saying this burgeoning 
sector will catch the supermini/city 
car though, which packs so much 
into a small package. 

Even the commonality of the 
two-box shape - dictated by the need 
for compact on-road dimensions - 
can now be addressed by ever more 
imaginative customisation; perhaps 
a roof of a different colour, pattern or 
decal; special wheels or bespoke door 
mirrors; or a wild paint job. 

Fact is, superminis can look alike... 
but they don’t have to. 


SuDerminis rule OK 





ALL IN THE 
NAME: Skoda’s 
Citigo city car 
shows off its 
customisation 
options 





DOWNSIZING FAVOURITE: The new generation Hyundai ilO city car 



UK TOP 10 SELLER: Peugeot’s sporty 208 supermini, seen here in GTi form 



Alfa Romeo with 


PASSION FOR NEW 
TECHNOLOGY, PASSION FOR 
NEW INTERIORS, PASSION 
FOR HIGH SPECIFICATION. 
JUST £209 PER MONTH*. 

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE. 
£1,000 ALFA ROMEO DEPOSIT 
CONTRIBUTION™. 


££IO 


THE NEW ALFA GIULIETTA. 
PASSION. REALISED. 


NORTHGATE GARAGE NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1FW 
01227 829 930 www.northgatealfaromeo.co.uk 


UjJiaita 



± Model shown is Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB 120 bhp Progression at £18,745 OTRt including Luna Pearl Metallic Paint at £510. Range of official fuel consumption figures for the Alfa Giulietta range: Urban 37.2 - 56.5 mpg (7.6 - 5.0 l/100km); Extra Urban 34.0 - 
83.1 mpg (8.3 - 3.4 l/100km); Combined 44.1 - 70.6 mpg (6.4 - 4.0 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 148 - 104 g/km. 

±Fuel consumption and CO 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. Factors such as driving style, weather and road conditions may also have a significant effect on fuel consumption. 

*£2,399 customer deposit, £5,523 optional final payment, 48 month contract. With Alfa Romeo Preferenza you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 6,000 miles per annum in these examples) 
and being in good condition. Offers may be withdrawn or amended without prior notification. Offer subject to status, a guarantee and/or indemnity may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. Alfa Romeo Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough SL1 ORW. 

AA £1,000 Alfa Romeo Deposit Contribution is available on PCP, HP and Cash only and is valid from 3 January - 31 March 2014 on selected Alfa Giulietta models. Participating dealers only. Retail sales only.Terms and Conditions apply and are subject to exclusions. 
fOn the road price includes 12 months’ road fund licence, first vehicle registration fee, delivery, number plates and VAT. Figures and prices are correct at time of publishing. 
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Taking an alternative view 


S MALL is beautiful as far as 
the resurgent car market 
is concerned, but what if 
you need more space for 
your family or an active 

lifestyle? 

Fortunately, there is no shortage of 
options from a motor industry adept 
at identifying niches within niches. 

The SUV (sports utililty vehicle) 
and MPV (multi-purpose vehicle) 
have been two hugely popular 
alternative options. 

The former was largely inspired by 
rough, tough 4x4 styling, but when 
drivers realised they simply weren’t 
using the full off-road capacity, the 
complexity was reduced and the SUV 
or ‘soft-roader’ was born. 

Latterly, these are increasingly 


available in frugal front-wheel drive 
only form. 

The MPV’s one-box style and 
height evolved from the need to carry 
the maximum number of 
people and their luggage; 
a sort of posh minibus 
for which the term 
‘people carrier’ was 
quickly coined. 

The usual five or 
seven seats are also 
installed with flexibility 


in mind so they can be folded in any 
combination or even left flat, turning 
the MPV into a useful van. 


Not happy to leave it there, 
manufacturers then realised they 
could marry both types and add a 
dash of family hatchback driveabil¬ 
ity; so creating the crossover. 

But not everyone is convinced by 
these newbies, meaning there 

has also been a revival of 
the estate car, not 
that it’s often referred 
to so humbly - sports 
tourer, ST and other 
variations are more 


likely. This is because modern estates 
are expected to say more about your 
active living. 

Indeed, many are described as 
‘lifestyle estates’, where looks are 
often given priority over load-carry¬ 
ing prowess. 

Nevertheless, an estate is still a 
superior carrier to an equivalent 
hatchback and some versions even 
have a higher ground clearance and 
4x4 for limited off-roading. 

The choice is yours. 




AS 

B< 

G 
CON 


IS 300h SE Premium 
Navigation from just 
£329.00 per month at 

5.9% APR 

Representative 


Model 

Term 

41 Monthly 
Payments 

Cash Price 

Finance 

Deposit 

Allowance 

Customer 

Deposit 

Amount of 
Credit 

Guaranteed Future 
Value /Optional 

Final Payment 

Total Amount 
Payable 

Fixed Rate of 
Interest (per 
annum) 

Representative 

IS300hSE 

Premium Navigation 

42 months 

£329.00 

£30,105.00 

£1,000.00 

£6,881.91 

£22,223.09 

£12,240.00 

£33,610.91 

3.05% 

5.9% APR* 


LEXUS CANTERBURY Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7PX 0844 822 6997 www.canterbury.lexus.co.uk 

LEXUS TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells TN2 3UY 0844 822 7058 www.tunbridgewells.lexus.co.uk 


*5,9% APR Representative and £1,000 Finance Deposit Allowance available over 42 months on a Lexus Connect (PCP) scheme only on new retail sales of IS when ordered and proposed for finance between 1 January 2014 and 31 March 2014, registered and financed by 31 March 2014 through Lexus Financial 
Services, Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5UZ at participating Lexus Centres. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer, Terms and conditions apply, Excess mileage charge applies over 35,000 miles at 12 pence per mile. Indemnities may be required, 
Finance subject to status to over 18s. Lexus Centre are independent of Lexus Financial Services, New IS prices start from £26,495 OTR. Model shown is IS 300h SE costing £30,105 including optional metallic paint at £610. Car shown not to UK specification, The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU- 
regulated test results. These are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 


New IS Series Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 22.8 (12.4) - 64.2 (4.4), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 62.8 (4.5), Combined 30.7 (9.2) - 65.7 (4.3). 
CO 2 Emissions 213 g/km - 99 g/km. 
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Buying a new car checklist 


■ DON’T accept the first deal on 
offer - be ready to haggle. 

■ DON’T be afraid to ask for 
trimmings like a tank of fuel, 
car mats or further discounts or 
extras. 

■ DON’T fall for what seems like 
a big bargain before you even 
haggle. It could be an unpopular 
engine or trim combination or a 
car on ‘run-out’ where produc¬ 
tion ceased a while ago - it might 
be just as thirsty as your old car 
and will depreciate badly. 


■ DO pick a model that saves fuel, 
insurance, road tax and 
depreciation - it isn’t getting 
any easier out there. 

■ DON’T be blinded by road 
tax-exempt, but expensive eco 
models though - check price, 
running costs, green credentials 
and the savings over your 
planned mileage versus years of 
ownership, then compare against 
the closest standard version. The 
overall savings on the standard 
car may surprise you. 


■ DON’T assume diesel will 
save - you usually pay more 
upfront so you need to cover 
more miles to claw that money 
back in fuel economy, and the 
engines are generally heavier, 
which means more wear on 
front tyres and mechanicals. 
The fuel is also dearer at the 
pumps, while economy and 
emissions on small petrol cars 
have improved and they are 
often nicer to drive. 

In short... do your sums. 




THE ECO, CLASSY AND CROSSOVER CHOICES : Lexus CT200h hybrid, 
top left, Renault's Captur, top right, and Hyundai's Santa Fe, pictured above 


HONDA 


78.5 mpg 62.8 mpg 74.3 mpg 



The efficiency you need, and the performance you want. 
Find both in a Honda. 


WHATCAR? 

8 years as the UK’s most reliable car brand barrettshonda.CO.uk 


® BARRETTS HONDA 

Vauxhall Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YY 

Call 01227 866266 or visit www.barrettshonda.co.uk 

Fuel consumption figures for the Honda range in mpg (l/100km): Urban Cycle 23.2 - 70.6 (12.2 - 4.0), Extra Urban 40.4 - 85.6 (7.0 - 3.3), 
Combined 32.5 - 78.5 (8.7 - 3.6). C0 2 emissions 201 - 94g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test 
results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. 

Models Shown: Civic 1.6 i-DTEC SR Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic at £24,360 On The Road, CR-V 1.6 i-DTEC SE Manual in optional Passion Red Pearl at £25,160 On The Road, Civic Tourer 1.6 i-DTEC SE Plus 
Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic at £22,960 On The Road. Terms and Conditions: New retail Civic 1.6 i-DTEC SR Manual, CR-V 1.6 i-DTEC SE Manual and Civic Tourer 1.6 i-DTEC SE Plus Manual registered from 
2 January 2014 to 31 March 2014. Subject to model and colour availability. Offers applicable at participating dealers and are at the promoter's absolute discretion. The 5 Year Care Package includes: Servicing: 
All scheduled servicing, as detailed in the vehicles service book, will be covered for 5 years or 62,500 miles, whichever comes first. Warranty: In addition to the standard 3 year warranty the customer will receive 
a complimentary 2 year extended guarantee taking the warranty to 5 years or 90,000 miles, whichever comes first. Roadside Assist: In addition to the standard 3 years roadside assistance package the customer will 
receive complimentary Hondacare Assistance for a further 2 years, taking it to 5 years or 90,000 miles, whichever comes first. The 5 Year Care Package: The 5 Year Care Package is optional. It is being offered for 
£500 including VAT (usual value £1,845 including VAT) and is available to finance or non-finance customers. Please note, should you sell the vehicle during the period of cover, the package remains with the vehicle. 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



THE NEW SKODA RAPID SPACEBACK 
AT MOTORLINE SKODA * 



Think the compact, dynamic design feels fresh? Well, the feeling of space inside is also 
unique. The new Rapid Spaceback offers an exceptional amount of headroom and legroom 
in the rear. The optional tinted panoramic glass roof, along with the extended glass rear 
window, adds to the sensation of light and space. Combine this with all the 'Simply Clever' 
features as standard and you have a car that leaves all others in the dark. 


From 

£179 PER 
MONTH* 


0°/oAPR 

representative 


includes 


3 YEARS' 
SERVICE AND 
MAINTENANCE* 



Visit our showroom and enter 

our prize draw for your chance 
to WIN your own personal 
space, courtesy of SKODA. 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est„ 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

084B 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, 
Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


tO% APR representative Solutions Personal Contract Plan offer available on selected new SKODA models. *£179 per month applies to the Rapid 1.2 TSI Spaceback S model based on 3 years, 10,000 miles per annum with optional full Service and 
Maintenance. **Service and Maintenance available separately at £24.00 per month. Alternatively £155 per month, OTR cash price £14,340.00: £4,155.80 deposit required to achieve advertised payment followed by 35 payments of £179. Optional final payment 
of £4,759.20. Further charges may be payable if vehicle is returned, Excess mileage charged at 4,4p per mile, Retail sales only, Terms and Conditions apply, Indemnities may be required, subject to status. Over 18s in mainland UK only. Excludes Channel 
Islands. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not 
available in conjunction with any other offer, Subject to availability from participating Retailers on orders before 31st March 2014. SKODA Finance, Freepost SKODA Finance. Model shown Rapid Spaceback Elegance 1.2 TSI 105PS with optional Corrida Red 
paint and Style pack (includes panoramic roof, extended tailgate glass, black door mirrors, black cornering front fog lights and black rear lights). Model also shows optional accessory alloy wheels,, Model shown varies from UK specification, 

Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the SKODA Rapid range: Urban 382 (7.4) to 62.8 (4.5); Extra Urban 58,9 (4.8) to 83.1 (3,4); Combined 48.7 (5.8) to 74,3 
(3.8). C0 2 emissions for the new SKODA Rapid Spaceback 134 to 99 g/km, Standard EU Test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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costs ot drivina 




EKING OUT FUEL : Volvo’s ‘DRIVe’ versions like the V40 are among the most frugal in their class SAVER : Petrol-electric hybrids are the mainstay of the new third generation Lexus IS line-up 


By Steve Loader 

d b 


E CO motoring is big 

business, because canny 
new car buyers know more 
fuel-efficient cars save 
them fuel and tax, and 
they can also be seen to be doing 
their bit to save the planet. 

A new low emission car can 
mean no road tax ever (below 100g/ 
km C02) or at least in the first year 


(100-130g/km) while those who 
s1gP persistently buy gas-guzzling 
limos or 4x4s can expect to be 
clobbered with a bill of up to £1,065 
in year one and up to £490 
thereafter. 

True, anyone spending £50,000- 
100,000 on a car won’t worry about 
small change like that, but most of 
us want to save fuel and tax - as well 
help the environment. 

On the other hand, don’t change 
your car just to save a few pounds a 
year in road tax, when you could be 


paying hundreds a month to buy a 
ne^j vehicle. 

Instead, look at the bigger picture; 
the miles you cover, fuel costs, 
maintenance and depreciation on 
both your current car and the one 
you may buy. 

An important consideration on 
both ecological and economical 
fronts is also what type of powertrain 
you choose. 

Longer term, electric cars may be 
the answer, but battery technology 
must catch up and the emissions 


argument for electric is misleading. 

Until we have zgro emission power 
stations, electric cars simply transfer 
C02 and noxious gas output from 
exhaust pipe to belching chimney. 
Production of hydrogen to power our 
cars raises a similar dilemma. 

Hybrids are a real alternative, 
pairing conventional engines with 
electric power and batteries. 

They tend to be dearer upfront, but 
long-term savings can be great, yet 
conventional piston engine running 
costs and emissions are dropping 


and efficiency increasing too. 

Indeed, things are moving so fast 
that you marvel at what some 
government prodding has achieved. 

Most carmakers now have an 
eco sub brand: Hyundai offers Blue 
Drive and Skoda has Greenline, for 
instance 

Don’t ignore petrol cars though; 
the higher price of new diesels and 
the fuel at the pumps must be 
compared with new small capacity 
low emission/consumption yet lively 
turbocharged petrol engines. 



NEW PEUGEOT 


STILL AFFORDABLE 


YEARS 

INSURANCE* 

WARRANTY 
SERVICING 
CAR TAX* 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


107 ACCESS 


208 ACCESS 


£129 £159 


a month with JUST ADD FUEL® 


PEUGEOT 107 ACCESS & 208 ACCESS 

Whether you go for the bold Little Peugeot 107 Access with up to 65.7mpg, or the award-winning Peugeot 208 Access 
with rear LED Lights, they both come with Just Add Fuel: the only package to include 3 years' comprehensive insurance, 
servicing, car tax, roadside assistance and warranty. Hmm, decisions, decisions. 

For a test drive, give us a call. 



MOTION & EMOTION 


PEUGEOT 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Broad Oak Road, CANTERBURY, CT2 7PX 
01227 451791 www.motorline.co.uk/peugeot 

OfficiaL Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 107 Range are: Urban 52.31 - 55.38 (5.1 - 5.4), Extra Urban 70.62 - 74.33 (4 - 3.8), Combined 62.77 - 65.69 (4.5 - 4.3) and CO 2 
104-99 (g/km); for the 208 range are: Urban 32.8 - 78.5 (8.6 - 3.6), Extra Urban 54.3 - 88.3 (5.2 - 3.2), Combined 44.1 - 83.1 (6.4 - 3.4) and CO 2 149-87 (g/km). 

MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions, #Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit www.peugeot,co.uk, "The first year Road Fund Licence (RFL) is included in the on the road price, The Dealer will 
provide customers with a cheque equivalent to twice the current RFL cost. The customer must apply for years 2 & 3 RFL. Just Add Fuel(JAF) is subject to status, ’Minimum age 21, 25 or 30 on selected models, maximum age 75, Policyholder must have a minimum of 2 years NCD to use on the vehicle, All drivers must meet eligibility criteria including 
minimum 2 years' full UK licence, driving convictions/claims limits, Excesses apply. 3 years motor insurance is provided and underwritten by U K Insurance Limited. A guarantee may be required. Written quotations available from Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA, JAF is incorporated into a Personal Lease 
contract, 107 Access 1,0 3dr initial payment £1635, optional final payment £3035, 35 monthly rentals, 208 Access 1,0VTi68 3dr initial payment £2246, optional final payment £4360, 35 monthly rentals. If you choose to pay off the optional final rental, you can pay an annual rental equivalent to one of your monthly rentals but will not own the car. 
Ownership is possible with JAF Passport, ask your Dealer for details. Rentals quoted for a typical customer and will vary according to age, postcode and annual mileage, Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only, Excludes wear parts. This offer is not available in N I. Offer available on cars ordered and registered by 31st 
March 2014, Calls may be recorded for training purposes, 
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Colour is worth 
consideration 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


R esearch by the aa 

shows that only one per 
cent of men and three per 
cent of women think 
colour is important when 
choosing a new car. 

They need to think again, because 
hard-nosed second-hand buyers are 
fussier about what they spend their 
cash on, especially if they have to live 
with the car’s colour for longer than 
the three years of a typical first owner. 

So if a 14-Reg new car buyer gets 
the colour wrong, this could wipe 
value off the car when they trade it in 
- possibly thousands on an upmarket 
or sports model. 

Partnering it with a wild interior 
treatment is also a potential no-no, 
while leather or a quality man-made 
equivalent is well worth the invest¬ 
ment; it looks classier, is resistant to 
dirt and wears better. 

To be fair, most buyers play safe, 
which is why black, blue, red or silver 
dominate and metallic treatments 


are popular, but white is coming up 
fast; from being nowhere a few years 
ago it is now fashionable, helped by 
the vogue for Apple consumer 
electronics, and has been champi¬ 
oned by upmarket brands in their 
marketing and advertising material. 

However, along with darker colours, 
it shows dirt badly, while silver is seen 
as the easiest to keep clean. 

In the case of darker colours, 
fighting road grime may also 
highlight light scratches caused by 
more frequent visits to the car wash. 

Silver is still number one then, but 
blue and black are not far behind, 
while red, green and white make up 
a following pack. 

On the other hand, if you are 
opting for a sporting car, bright 
colours are king; remember that a 
Ferrari doesn’t look like a Ferrari 
unless it’s in Italian racing red. 

Some performance models even 
have their own bespoke colours such 
as sunburst yellows and acid greens, 
usually paired with smoked or black 
alloys - discerning used car buyers 
will want these combinations just as 
much as the car’s first owner. 



HE63LYRI 




THE SPORTING CHOICE: Red is a firm favourite for 
racy Italians like the Alfa Romeo Giulietta hatchback 


CHART TOPPER: Seen here on the latest Skoda Yeti, a 
metallic shade is still highly desire s h ie 



German test ground, 
Swedish playground 

The Volvo V40 Cross Country. 

From £299 a month* 




Book a test drive at Lipscomb Volvo Centres in Kent today 


The Swedish landscape is both beautiful and functional. It’s even used by German brands as a testing ground due to its challenging 
weather and driving conditions. But only Volvo cars are really born there._ 

Official fuel consumption for the Volvo V40 Cross Country Range in MPG (1/100km): Urban 24.4 (11.6) - 67.3 (4.2), Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4) - 80.7 (3.5), 
Combined 34.0 (8.3) - 74.3 (3.8). C0 2 Emissions 194 - 99g/km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for comparisons between vehicles 
and may not reflect real driving results. 

*Volvo Personal Contract Hire. 18s and over. Subject to status. Offer shown on V40 Cross Country D2 SE with Styling Kit. Initial payment of £1,794, followed by 35 monthly rentals. Based on 8,000 miles 
per annum. Vehicles returned at contract end must be within contracted mileage and in good condition to avoid further charges. Subject to availability at participating dealers for vehicles registered 
between 1st January 2014 and 31st March 2014, or while stocks last. Not available with other promotions. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may 
receive a commission from them for the introduction. Volvo Car Leasing Contract Hire is provided by Lex Autolease Ltd, trading as Volvo Car Leasing. 


www. I i pscom b/volvo.co.u k 


Lipscomb Canterbury 01227 208516 

Lipscomb Ashford (service & parts Only) 01233 233079 


Lipscomb Maidstone 01622 238387 
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IT PAYS TO CARE FOR YOUR CAR: Modern cars like the rakish Alfa Romeo MiTo supermini and the newly-launched Peugeot 308 are more reliable, but they must still be checked regularly 


Look after your new 14-Reg motor 


I T was once a matter of pride for 
car owners to service and 
maintain their own cars as 
much as possible, but it’s now 
largely a job for the professional 
mechanic, or technician, as garages 
prefer to call them now. 

And though modern cars are far 
more reliable than ever before, we 
still have a tendency to ignore faults 
and stretch service intervals far 
longer than we ought to, endanger¬ 
ing the warranty and provenance of 
the vehicle when we come to sell. 

So, having bought a 14-Reg car: 

■ Stick to the service record. Get it 
serviced at the correct mileages 
or annually and ensure the 
servicing book is stamped up, 


although some motor marques 
are switching to centralised 
digital records so that a car’s 
servicing record is always 
available. 

■ Read the warranty thoroughly 
to ensure there are no possible 
pitfalls that could endanger the 
guarantee. 

■ Act on any recalls from the 
manufacturer, even if they do 
not relate specifically to safety 
- it will help maintain the 


warranty and future saleability ■ 
of the car. 

■ Don’t rely on the MOT as 
insurance of the car’s safety and 
reliability, even if has just passed 
with flying colours. Problems 
can arise at any time and must 
be checked as soon as possible. 

■ Check lights regularly for safety 
and legality. Get used to 
‘lighting up’ in the garage or 
when you are nosed in or 
backed up to a wall. 


Check tyres - including the 
spare - monthly, and that 
includes the correct pressures. 
Though the legal tread depth is 
1.6mm, most motoring 
authorities advise replacement 
at 2mm, especially in winter 
conditions. 

■ Keep oil, windscreen washer, 
coolant, power steering, clutch 
and brake fluid levels topped up 
without over-filling, and make 
those checks on level ground. 


Don't wait for warning lights to 
come on; it could be too late to 
prevent damage or compromise 
safety. 

■ Replace wiper blades. There is 
little point in keeping the 
washer topped up if the blades 
are worn or split. But if the 
windscreen is covered with 
bugs and grease, don’t expect 
the washer and wipers to do 
the job for you - use a spray and 
elbow grease. 



new Generation ilO 

Inspiration. Engineered. 

Inspiration comes from everywhere, but it’s what you do with it that counts. 

Personal Contract Purchase Representative Example, flew Generation ilO Premium 1.2 


24 Monthly 

On the Road 

Customer 

Hyundai Deposit 

Amount of 

Interest 

Optional Final 

Total Amount 

Fixed Rate of 

Duration of 

Annual 

Excess Mileage Charge 

Representative 

Payments of 

Price 

Deposits 

Contribution 

Credit 

Charges 

Payment 

Payable 

Interest 

Agreement 

Mileage 

Per Mile 

APR 

£115.00 

£11,275.00 

£3,272.00 

£250.00 

£7,753.00 

£812.00 

£5,805.00 

£12,087.00 

3.04% 

2 years 

10,000 

14.9p 

5.9%* 


Meet the new Generation ilO at Motorline with our exclusive 
Launch Event. 


| nEW THinKinG. 
HYurmm I nEW possibilities. 


Motorline Hyundai - Canterbury 01227 817555 Units 2b & 2c, Westminster Road, Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Motorline Hyundai - Maidstone 01622 624070 Bircholt Road, Parkwood, Maidstone ME15 9Yn 


Fuel consumption in MPG (l/100km) for new Generation ilO range: Urban 35.3 (8.0) - 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1) - 76.3 (3.7), Combined 45.6 (62) - 65.7 (4.3), C02 Emissions 142 - 98 g/km. 
Fuel consumption figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

Model shown is the ilO Premium 1.2 at £11,275 in Stardust Grey metallic paint at £455 included, plus optional 15” alloy wheels at £325 included. On the road (0TR) price shown includes customer saving discount where applicable, VAT where applicable, delivery, 
vehicle first registration fee, number plates and 12 months’ Road Fund Licence. *5.9% APR available on all new Generation ilO models. At the end of the Personal Contract Purchase there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, where equity is 
available, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Terms and conditions apply. Finance subject to status. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantees/Indemnities may be required. Hyundai Motor Finance RH1 15R. 
We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. All offers, finance and savings are subject to availability and are only available to private retail customers on new 
cars purchased and registered in the UK (excluding Channel Islands or Isle of Man), between 30th January and 31st March 2014, inclusive, sourced through Hyundai Motor UK Ltd or its authorised dealers. Offers are not available for customers under the Hyundai 
Affinity Programme. 5 Year Warranty terms and exclusions apply. Visit www.hyundai.co.uk/owning or ask your local dealer for details. 
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LIFE DESIGNED 



NEW RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE MEDIANAV 
1.216V 75 


Multimedia touchscreen with integrated navigation 


Efficient ENERGY engines with low C0 2 


Renault bass reflex sound system 

-V' * 



NEW RENAULT CAPTUR DYNAMIQUE 
MEDIANAV TCe 90 


Removable washable seat covers 


New compact crossover from Renault 


Customisable colour collection options 



4 YEARS’ 0% APR WITH £1000 DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION* 


FOUR YEARS 

Mm Broa dside c 

gg FINANCE PAC 


THE RENAULT 4+ PACKAGE, WORTH UP TO £1000, COMES AS STANDARD WITH 
RENAULT SELECTIONS AND LEASE FINANCE ON YOUR NEW RENAULT CAR 



MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

BIRCHOLT ROAD, PARKWOOD 
MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY 
TEL 0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

WESTMINSTER ROAD 
CANTERBURY CT1 1YY 
TEL 0844 822 7100 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

HILTON ROAD 
ASHFORD TN231EW 
TEL 0844 822 7094 


www.motorline.co.uk 

BOOK A TEST DRIVE 


Q 

RENAULT 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Renault range are: Urban 27.2 (10.4)-78.5 (3.6); Extra Urban 45.6 (6.2)-94.2 (3); Combined 36.7 (7.7)- 
88.3 (3.2). The range’s official C0 2 emissions are 178-83g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary 
with driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

Terms and exclusions apply. New 4+ package applicable to new retail cars when ordered from 1 January 2014. Warranty 4 years/100,000 miles and routine servicing 4 years/48,000 miles (whichever comes first); servicing package available 
to Renault Selections and lease finance customers only, alternatively can be purchased for just £299 (price shown valid when purchased by 31 July 2014). Visit renault.co.uk/4plus for full details. Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, 
PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. For finance, conditions apply. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding the Isle of Man and Channel Islands) to apply for finance. *4 years’ 0% APR 
representative offer is available on new Clio and Captur ranges with a minimum 50% customer deposit and £1000 deposit contribution (excluding Clio Expression, GT Line and Renaultsport), and on new Megane with a minimum 40% customer 
deposit and £1000 deposit contribution (excluding Megane Expression+ and Renaultsport). Offers cannot be used in conjunction with other schemes or finance offers and are available on new vehicles when ordered by 31 March 2014. Please check 
with your local dealer for details. Cars shown may have optional metallic paint, available at an additional £495 (or £595 for i.d. paint), plus £300 for painted roof on Captur. 
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Kent on Sunday 


jobs 24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPH0NE:01303 817056 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Public Sector 


TO ADVERTISE: 

EMAIL: sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 



Male Support, Senior Workers 

required to provide personal care for men with complex 
needs and challenging behaviours for our home in 
Sittingbourne. 

Will need to have Diploma in Health 
and Social Care Level 2/3 

Would consider non-experience candidates for Support 
Worker positions with training offered 
Clean current driving license required 
Interested candidates should apply in writing 
enclosing a recent C.V. 

Part Time Cook Required 

Hours are 10.30am to 6.00pm Monday to Friday 
Christine Morgan /Administrative Manager 
Forward Care (Residential) Ltd 
15 Keycol Hill, Sittingbourne Kent ME9 8LZ 

Previous applicants need not apply 

This post is exempt from the Sex Discrimination Act Section 7 (c &fi 


ANTONIOU 

HAIR & BEAUTY 

PART-TIME MANAGER 

Required for our salon in 
Preston Street, Faversham 

HAIRSTYLISTS 

Required for our salon in 
West Street, Faversham 

(employed or self-employed) 

Tel: 07767 613094 

Or post/e-mail your cv to: 

16 Orange St, Canterbury, CTI 2JA 
info@canterbury.ahbgroup.co.uk 

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE 

Call 01303 817056 www.kentnews.co.uk 


East Kent with Swale Area 

Awareness in Bereavement Care Accredited Course 

■ Your opportunity to develop specialised bereavement support skills 

■ Become a Cruse Volunteer 

■ Course starts 1st March 2014 through to 17th May 2014 for 9 Saturdays 
Venue: Pilgrims Hospice, Canterbury CT2 8JY 

Fees: 

Individuals: £350 

Business Delegates: £450 (Bursaries may be available) 

Deposit: £75 (payable with application) 

For application form: 

Telephone: 01227 639745 or email: eastkentwithswale@cruse.org.uk 
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: Friday 14th February 2014 


^ 

- * fl 

V 

EXHIBITION FLEET CARETAKER 

WANTED FOR IMMEDIATE START for 
Sevenoaks, Kent based company. 
Someone with a sense of pride in their work to 
prepare and clean exhibition units large and small. 
Licence to tow 3500kgs trailers and HGVs. Possibility 
of some unsociable hours and weekends during 
peak show season but good rates of pay. 

Please send your details to 

celia@mastersexhibitions.co.uk 
or call 01732 740370 


THERMIC/ARC 

WELDERS 

TOP RATES PAID 
Tel: 02089020887 

GPX Engineering Ltd 


“ ..*- * 8 

SEASONAL DRIVERS 

Wanted for company based in Sevenoaks, 
Kent, to tow 3500kgs trailers and HGVs. 
Delivery/collection, set up, clean and prep on site, 
liaise with clients, etc. throughout the UK. 
Some unsociable hours during peak show season 
and some overnight stays but good 
rates of pay based on licences. 

Please send your details to 

celia@mastersexhibitions.co.uk 
or call 01732 740370 


n ort h fleet 

technology, 

college 


J 



V 



General 
Support 

Accictant /TA^ 

TmJ J IJl 11 K. 1 ■ »» I m ii &run v ' ur I, uriuirj 1 njLuivm«u.wJ 


Required for an Immediate Start 

Salary Grade 3 Points 7-11 Starting from £14,383 (£8,815.64 pro rata) 
Term Time Only: 27.5 hours per week for 38 weeks per annum 
1 Year Fixed Term Contract 


• Do you have experience of working in Schools with students who have 
learning challenges? 

• Do you enjoy supporting young people and gain satisfaction from 
seeing them learn? 

• Are you proficient in Maths & English withat least Level 2 
qualifications in both? 

• Are you a motivated individual, who is industrious Sc self driven 

• Do you have the ability to get the best out of a young person? 

• Do you have good IT skills? 

If you feel that you can answer 'Yes' to all of the above, Northfleet 
Technology College is the place for you! 

An opportunity for a General Support Assistant position has arisen, with 
duties similar to that of a Teaching Assistant. 

The working hours are 27.5 hours per week. Term Time (38 weeks per 
annum) for an initial 1 years fixed term 

contract. The salary is commensurate to these terms. 

Appointment will be subject to satisfactory safeguarding Sc vetting 
checks including references Sc a Fully Enhanced CRB. 

Please contact the School Office for an Application Form Sc further 
information about the position. 

Closing date: Tuesday 25 February 2014 


r Further details are available from Miss E Stuart 

Email: 

office@ntc.kent.sch.uk 

Web: 

www.ntc.kent.sch.uk 

Tel: 

01474 533802 

^ Head: 

Jane Partridge 
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Be part of our successful team 



Field Sales Account Manager 

Plus bonus potential 

Here at Archant Kent we are looking for a Home based Field Sales Account Manager 
to support and increase business in our publications and online as we continue to grow. 


We want ambitious people to join our successful sales teams and are looking for an 
IT-literate individual who is task focused with a good eye for detail, and a strong proven 
sales background. You must be able tocommunicate well both verbally and in writing. 


If you think you have the talent we require, and you are ambitious, target driven and 
want to be part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately. 

To find out more: www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 
or email: employment@archant.co.uk 




v Kent on Sunday 


KENT LIFE 


Exciting Opportunity for 

Account Managers ctlnrARn 

af Fuel Card Services Ltd r H rKVft, 

Sales background an advantage, but extensive and full training is provided. 

A basic salary of £12,500 to £14,730 depending on experience plus uncapped 
commission leading to potential earnings well in excess of £20,000. 

Monday to Thursday 8.45am to 5.15pm and 8.45am to 2.45pm on Friday. 

5.6 week’s paid leave (inclusive of bank hols) and friendly, flexible working 
conditions in a modern, air conditioned office environment. 

Must have a minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade C and above, 
including maths and English 

The UK’s largest independent fuel card supplier (a division of DCC Pic) has large modern 
offices in central Canterbury from which to offer its fuel accounts to businesses across 
the UK. We are looking for motivated, enthusiastic, persuasive people, who have a strong 
and professional work ethic. Most of your work will be on the telephone, so a friendly, 
inquisitive and helpful telephone manner is essential. 

Please call Matt Bevan, Jamie Relph or Anne Eastwood on 01227 818190 
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Bricklayers/ 

Hod Carriers 

Required 

Immediate Starts in East Sussex and Kent 
Daywork or Price Gangs 
Excellent Rates 

Please call 

01843 234126/ 
01843 232888 


B 1 


Ami Lodge 
Nursing Home 

Due to the opening of our new 
home in Deal, we require the 
following staff:- 




QUALIFIED NURSES 

Day & Night duty 
Full & Part Time 


HEALTHCARE 
ASSISTANTS 
DOMESTIC STAFF 
& 

CHEF 

Full & Part Time 

For further details, 

Telephone: 

*B i 01304 371126 J 


Career opportunities at MidKent College 

MidKent College are currently looking for people to join 
our busy state of the art college theatre at our Medway 
Campus. We currently have vacancies within the following 


Full Time Venue Manager 

- fixed term contract 
Salary: up to £24,694 

depending on experience and qualifications 
Location: Medway 
Closing: 17 February 2014 


MidKent College is looking for a highly motivated 
venue manager to develop and co-ordinate a 
programme of events that will take place in the 
state of the art college theatre. The successful 
candidate will take the lead in developing a 
programme of employability skills within the 
Production and Performing Arts department. 

The ideal candidate will have an excellent 
understanding of current repertoire, production 
experience and have excellent administrative and 
interpersonal skills. The successful candidate will 
also be required to work flexibility including some 
evenings and weekends. 

This is an exciting opportunity for someone who 
wants to work within an educational environment 
to develop and promote the arts provision within 
the Medway local community. 


To apply for this position please contact 

job.applications@midkent.ac.uk 

The College is committed to safeguarding young 
people and vulnerable adults therefore any offer of 
employment will be subject to a DBS check. 

& _<s>_ o 

^ MUdKent College ^ 



THE NEW SCHOOL AT WEST HEATH 
SEVENOAKS TNI31 SR 

“Rebuilding lives through education” 
Principal: Christina Wells 


We are proud to be an “Outstanding School” (Ofsted 2013) 

We are a Specialist Independent residential school for a diverse range of 
needs, Co-Ed, age 10 - 19, whom have emotional & social communication 
difficulties. Prior to coming to us, some of our students will have been 
excluded from mainstream education for a period of time. At our School they 
find a strong therapeutic approach to learning. 

The School has approval status from the Department of Children, School & 
Families and has an excellent rapport with parents and the L.A. 

Due to continuing development we require the following teachers:- 


ART TEACHER 

TEACHER - Lead Maths within Post 16 
TEACHER - Lead English within Post 16 

• excellent specialist subject knowledge, skills and experience of 
teaching 

• develop an innovative and creative learning environment 

• have the ability work effectively within a team 

• teach across ability range in KS3 & KS4 - up to A Level 

• posts are available as from April 2014 

• salary scale Ml to M6 + SEN1 

Application form and Job Descriptions can be found on our website 

www.westheathschool.com 
or contact lvnne.mcarath@westheathschool.com 
Closing date 12 February 2014 

Enhanced DBS check will be requested. 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 



Branden Distribution Centre, Staplehurst Road 
Marden, Tonbridge, Kent TN12 9BT 
www.staplehursttransits.co.uk 


HGV Class 1 (C + E) 

Night Drivers 

Sunday to Thursday every other Friday 
Two HGV drivers for night work delivering to wholesale markets 
across the UK and collections or reloads back to Kent. Daily start 
and finish times vary due to shift of work Competitive rates of pay 

HGV Class 1 (C + E) 

Collection & Delivery Driver 

Monday to Friday every other Sunday 
HGV driver for daily collections within the southeast area and 
then delivering on to London wholesale markets and collections 
or reloads back to Kent. Daily start and finish times vary due to 
shift of work. Competitive rates of pay 
Previous applicants need not apply to both positions 
The above vacancies are available due to company expansion 

Contact either 

Paul on 01580 893714 paul@staplehursttransits.co.uk Or 
Darren on 01580 893714 darren@staplehursttransits.co.uk 

Stating which vacancy you are applying for 


IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE 



Call 

01303817150 

www.kentnews.co.uk L „ 


Swale 
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Westlands School, Sittingbourne Community College, Meopham 
School, Westlands Primary School and Regis Manor Primary School 


Interested in a career in teaching? 

We are holding an information evening for 
School Direct Teacher Training within Swale Academies Trust 

Monday 24 February 2014 

at Westlands School, Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 

Drop in between 5.00 - 7.30 pm, 
to meet Trust representatives and current trainees. 

Swale Academies Trust, working in partnership with Canterbury Christ Church 
University, invites high quality graduates interested in a career in teaching to 
consider the School Direct Training Programme 2014/15. We have places available 
under both School Direct training routes, some salaried and some which may be 
eligible for a training bursary or scholarship, subject to status. 

Please visit our website for further details 
www.swaleacademiestrust.org.uk 

Swale Academies Trust has an excellent reputation for high quality teacher training 
within a friendly and supportive environment. This is an excellent opportunity 
to acquire practical teaching experience under the guidance of highly skilled 
and dedicated professionals. Westlands School, the lead training school, is an 
outstanding school as recognised by Ofsted. 

For preliminary enquiries you are welcome to e mail: 
schooldirect@westlands.kent.sch.uk 


School Direct applications can only be made through UCAS Teacher Training, www. 
ucas.com/teacher-training 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. All staff are subject to an enhanced DBS check. 


Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 


Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 



Canterbury 
Chnst Chuvdt 
LVir^rSrS.y 



The Spencer Private Hospitals is the independently owned and managed 22 bed private 
hospital situated on the QEQM Hospital site. We also have a 4 bed unit at the 
William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. The continuing growth of our business 
has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 


Staff Nurse (Night Duty) - Part Time 

(15 hours per week) 


£25,000 per annum (pro-rata) 

Dependant on Experience 
Based in Margate 
Qualifications 

Registered Nurse Level 1 

Evidence of Continuous Professional Development 

Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and understanding of surgical/medical 
procedures. 

To discuss this opportunity or to arrange an informal visit please contact: 

Mary Guarnieri, Matron 01843 234252 


Physiotherapist- Part Time 

(30 hours per week) 

£27,000 per annum (pro-rata) 

Based in Margate 
Qualifications 

Minimum 2 years post graduate experience 
Current registration with Health Professional Council 
Experience of assessing & treating orthopaedic inpatients & MSK related outpatients 

To discuss this opportunity or to arrange an informal visit please contact: 
Sarah Robinson, Physiotherapy Manager 01843 234555 


Administrator - Full time 

£16,600.07 per annum 
To include evenings and weekends 
Based in Ashford but the successful candidate will be expected to 
travel to other sites in Dover and Margate 
Qualifications 

Maths and English (GSCE or equivalent) 

2 years working with the public 
Word/Excel, IT skills, E-mail, Internet 

To discuss this opportunity or to arrange an informal visit please contact: 
Nikkie Cooke, Outpatient Administration Supervisor 01233 616201 

Previous applicants need not apply. 

Closing date for all vacancies 21st February 2014 

For job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Wright 

East Kent Medical Services Ltd 
The Spencer Private Hospitals 
2nd Floor, Atina House 
5 Bench Street, Dover 
Kent CT161JH 
Telephone: 01304 245961 
Fax: 01304 207320 

E-mail: j oanne. wright @ spencerhospitals.com 
Spencer Private Hospital is an equal opportunity employer 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check 

_p_ v* 


To place your notice here call the Kent Public Notice team on 01303 817056 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


PLANNING 



Motl MacDonald 


Notice of Public Consultation 

ElecLink is the joint venture between Eurotunnel 
and STAR Capital Partners Ltd who propose to 
set up and establish a high voltage cable link to 
transfer electricity between the grid systems in 
the UK and France utilising the Channel Tunnel. 
ElecLink Limited invites members of the public 
to a public consultation event on Thursday 20th 
February at Sellindge Village Hall (11.00am - 
7.00pm) to exhibit proposals for the development 
of an underground electricity cable and converter 
station. There will be a display of plans for the 
proposed development with a drop in Q&A 
session from 11.00am. ElecLink Limited staff 
will be present along with their agents. 

The proposed development involves erecting two 
converter stations, one in Coquelles in France, the 
other within the Eurotunnel site in Folkestone. 
An underground cable will be laid between the 
National Grid Substation at Sellindge and the 
Eurotunnel converter station in Folkestone. 
Similarly, a cable will be laid between a converter 
station in Coquelles and Reseau de Transport 
d’Electricite (RTE) substation in Mandarins in 
France. Finally, a cable between the two converter 
stations will be laid through the Channel Tunnel, 
connecting the UK National Grid and the RTE 
grid. The scheme will bring considerable benefits 
in terms of security of supply, competitiveness 
and sustainability of the electricity markets in 
both France and the UK. 

We look forward to seeing you at this event and 
should you wish to obtain further information 
concerning the proposed development or make 
comments to ElecLink Limited relating to these 
proposals, please contact Jonathan Douglas-Green 
on 020 8774 2000 or jonathan.douglas-green@ 
mottmac.com by Friday 13th February 2014. 
Alternatively the scheme can be viewed at www. 
eleclink.co.uk 


Notice is hereby given, pursuant to Section 
123 of the Local Government Act 1972 that 
the Maidstone Borough Council proposes 
to dispose of the freehold interest in 
approximately 32 sq. metres (38 sq. yards) 
of land at White Horse Lane, Otham. 

Further details of this disposal may be 
obtained from the office of the Head 
of Finances and Resources, Maidstone 
Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6JQ, where 
the plan may be inspected during normal 
office hours. 

Objections to this proposal should be sent 
in writing to the Head of Finances and 
Resources at the above address, not later 
than 8th March 2014. 

Paul Riley 

Head of Finances and Resources 
Dated 2nd February 2014. 


www.maidstone.gov.uk 


Fill your job 
vacancies fast 

To advertise in this 
section call: 01303 817056 



THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/13/2022/N - CHERRY TREES, THE STREET, ST0CKBURY, SITTINGBOURNE, KENT, ME9 7UD - A 
planning application for the erection of a dwelling. Reason: 1 

MA/13/2143/S - LAND ON CORNER OF CUXT0N ROAD AND, BIRCH0LT ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT - 
Provision of new car dealership involving erection of car showroom with ancillary 11 bay workshop 
including MOT facilities, valeting, vehicle display and parking facilities. Reason: 6 
MA/13/2193/S - WESLEY COTTAGE, EASTWOOD ROAD, ULCOMBE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 
1ET - Single storey and two storey rear extension with dormers to main roof. Demolition of existing 
garage and construction of new garage of 1 enclosed bay, 3 open bays and new front entrance gates. 
Reason:1 

MA/14/0053/N - THE GRANARY, WEAVERING STREET, WEAVERING, MAIDSTONE, KENT, MEN 5JJ - 
Replacement of existing car port with building to be used as an artists studio. Reason: 1 
MA/14/0061/S - 41 & 56, VALLEY DRIVE, LOOSE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 9TL - Demolition of 
annexe and outbuilding at 41 Valley Drive inclusive of erection of double garage and driveway with 
existing driveway reinstated to garden land; demolition of 56 Valley Drive to enable redevelopment 
being the erection of 6No. detached houses with garaging/parking served by private access road with 
dropped kerb driveway access to bungalow on plot 1. Reason: 2,6 
MA/14/0067/N - THE VICARAGE, CHURCH LANE, BEARSTED, MAIDSTONE, KENT, MEN 4EF - An 
application to vary condition 2 of MA/12/1499 (replacement ragstone wall) to allow the use of new 
ragstone. Reason: 2 

MA/14/0068/N - THE OLD FARMHOUSE, CHATHAM ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, MEN 2ND - Demolition 
of existing range of outbuildings; and the erection of a replacement garage and outbuilding with 
studio. Reason: 1 

MA/14/0069/N - THE OLD FARMHOUSE, CHATHAM ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, MEN 2ND - Listed 
building consent for demolition of existing range of outbuildings; and the erection of a replacement 
garage and outbuilding with studio. Reason: 3 

MA/14/0072/S -THORFORD HALL FARM, GOUDHURST ROAD, STAPLEHURST, TONBRIDGE, KENT, 

TNI 2 OHQ - An application for planning permission for the demolition of outbuildings; alterations to 
main dwelling including construction of link between dwelling and barn; conversion of barn to provide 
residential accommodation linked to main dwelling; construction of new garage building incorporating 
bat loft; and creation of garden area to serve dwelling. Reason: 1 

MA/14/0073/S - THORFORD HALL FARM, GOUDHURST ROAD, STAPLEHURST, TONBRIDGE, KENT, 

TNI 2 OHQ - An application for listed building consent for demolition of outbuildings; alterations to 
main dwelling including construction of link between dwelling and barn; conversion of barn to provide 
residential accommodation linked to main dwelling; construction of new garage building incorporating 
bat loft; and creation of garden area to serve dwelling. Reason: 3 

MA/14/0075/S - LAND NORTH OF, HORSESHOES LANE, LANGLEY, KENT - Outline application for the 
erection of 15 two storey dwellings with access to be considered at this stage and all other matters 
reserved for future consideration. Reason: 6,9 

MA/14/0076/N - 8, THE SQUARE, LENHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 2PQ - Internal works involving 
removal of existing staircase at ground floor level and installation of new staircase to provide new 
access to 1 st floor. Reason: 3 

MA/14/0077/N - 8- 9, THE LIME TREE RESTAURANT AND, THE LIMES, THE SQUARE, LENHAM, KENT, 
ME17 2PQ - Alterations to front elevation including installation of door at ground floor level and 
installation of replacement windows at ground and first floor. Internal works to install staircase at 
ground floor to provide access to 1st floor. Reason: 2,3 

MA/14/0083/S - TESTON VILLAGE HALL, CHURCH STREET, TESTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 5AH - 
Extension to village hall to provide for Village Shop and Post Office. Reason: 2 
MA/14/0095/N - LAND AT, CHURCH ROAD, HARRIETSHAM, KENT - Outline application for residential 
development with access considered at this stage and all other matters reserved for future 
consideration. Full application for a change of use and conversion of oast house to a single dwelling 
with garaging. Reason: 1,2,6,9 

MA/14/0099/S - LUCKS COTTAGE, HERMITAGE LANE, BOUGHTON MONCHELSEA, MAIDSTONE, KENT, 
ME17 4DA - Detached garage. Reason: 3 

MA/14/0106/S - THE OAST HOUSE, SALTS LANE, LOOSE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 OBD - 
Replacement windows to install double glazing to all windows where currently single glazed and to 
replace double glazing in windows already double glazed, also to replace front and back doors to 
match. Reason: 1,2 

MA/14/0114/S - KENT HOUSE, BEAVER ROAD, ALLINGTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 OXR - Outline 
application for residential development comprising eight detached and semi detached houses, 
including access and parking provision, with design, external appearance and landscaping reserved 
for subsequent approval. Reason: 9 

MA/14/0120/S - BRISHING COURT BARN, BRISHING LANE, BOUGHTON MONCHELSEA, MAIDSTONE, 
KENT, ME17 4NF - Amendment of condition 6 appended to planning permission MA/10/1971 to allow 
provision of pre, after school and holiday clubs for up 20 children not exceeding 10 years in age. The 
maximum number of children on site at any one time will remain at 76 with 56 of these children not 
being more than 5 years in age. Reason: 1 

MA/14/0121/N - SALVATION ARMY CITADEL, UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT - Planning 
application for insertion of 4(no) conservation roof lights. Reason: 4 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

4 - Application is for Conservation Area Consent. 

6 - Application is Major Development. 

9 - Application does not accord with the Local Plan. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours 
(Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm, and Saturday 9am to 1 pm). Any representations should be 
made in writing to me by no later than 23rd February 2014, quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, 

King Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 9th February 2014. 




Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

14/00195/FULL Oast House At Park Farm, Capel 

- Minor Material Amendment in relation to TW/11/03569 (Conversion of oast house to detached 
dwelling) - revised groundworks and landscaping plan(LB) 

13/03031/HOUSE 22B Court Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Culverden 

- Conversion of garage to form habital room, loft conversion and single storey rear extension (CA) 

14/00233/LBC 84 London Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Culverden 

- Listed Building Consent - Replace existing roof lights on north and south elevations, and removal 
of roof light on flat roof area (LB) 

14/00215/HOUSE Marlingate Oast House Bedgebury Road, Goudhurst 

- Replacement of existing car port with single garage (LB) 

14/00244/HOUSE Amberley House Back Lane, Goudhurst 

- Lean-to conservatory at side (CA) 

14/00231/FULL Land Adjacent To Slip Mill Cottage, Hawkhurst 

- Change of use of wasteland/redundant agricultural land to domestic garden (LB) 

14/00229/HOUSE The Old Squash Court Bayham Abbey, Lamberhurst 

- Demolition of existing garage and construct two storey extension with integral garage (LB) 

14/00260/LBC Scotney Castle Hastings Road, Lamberhurst 

- Listed building consent - removal of 2 no. internal partitions (LB) 

14/00044/FULL Garden Flat 5 Grove Avenue, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Replacement of wooden bay windows with upvc in same style (CA) 

14/00197/HOUSE Nash House 25 Mount Sion, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Removal of carport; Construct brick boundary wall with vehicular and pedestrian gate, steps to 
low level area with brick and stone finishes (LB) 

14/00198/LBC Nash House 25 Mount Sion, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Listed Building Consent - Removal of carport; Construct brick boundary wall with vehicular and 
pedestrian gate, steps to low level area with brick and stone finishes (LB) 

14/00083/HOUSE 2 Mountfield Gardens Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Roof dormer at rear (CA) 

14/00235/HOUSE West House 6 Camden Park, Park 

- Demolition of part of existing side extension; Construct two-storey side-extension with rooms 
within roof space and new dormer windows (CA) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) 

Major Applications (MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 
You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 7 days from the date of this notice, although we 
may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for inspection, 
placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish signatures, 
telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

James Freeman 

Head of Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI 1RS 

Dated: 8 February 2014 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
LISTED BUILDING CONSENTS 
CONSERVATION AREA CONSENTS 


DOV/13/00973 Bricking up of internal doorway 

Ardmore Guest House, 18 Castle Hill Road, Dover, CT16 1QW LCN 
DOV/13/01057 Conversion of garage to kitchen and dining room, construction of 
hardstanding and retaining wall, installation of glazed doors, steps 


and railings and associated internal and external alterations 
1 Saxon Street, Dover, CT17 9RT LCN 

DOV/14/00075 Erection of single and two storey rear extensions 

5 St. Georges Place, Sandwich, CT13 9LW CON 

DOV/13/01008 Erection of two detached buildings incorporating 10 flats (existing 
buildings to be demolished) “amended plans” 

St. Johns Ambulance Hall, Mill Hill, Deal, CT14 9EN MAJ 

DOV/13/01056 Conversion of garage to kitchen and dining room, construction of 
hardstanding and retaining wall, installation of glazed doors, steps 
and railing and associated internal and external alterations 
1 Saxon Street, Dover, CT17 9RT LCN 

DOV/14/00054 Erection of two storey front and rear extensions incorporating 
a balcony, a single storey side extension and a roof extension 
(existing extension to be demolished) 

Woodlands, The Avenue, Kingsdown, Deal, CT14 8DU ARW 
DOV/14/00080 Erection of a rear porch extension 

23-25, Church Street St Mary, Sandwich, CT13 9HL LCN 

Reason for Advert Codes:- 


CON - Within Conservation Area LCN - Listed Building in a Conservation Area 
ARW - Affects a Public Right of Way MAJ - Major Development 
Some applications are not publicised in this list. All applications may be 
inspected at the Council Offices, White Cliffs Business Park, Dover, to which 
address any representations (to include a postal address) should be sent within 21 
days marked “for the attention of Planning”. Applications may also be viewed, and 
comments on applications may be made on our website www.dover.gov.uk/planning 
or at Dover Gateway, 71 Castle Street, Dover, Deal Library or the Area Office, The 
Guildhall, Sandwich 

Failure to meet the above deadline may jeopardise the chances of 
representations being considered. Any representations received may be 
made available for inspection by the public, and may be copied to others, 
including the secretary of state and the applicant if there is an appeal against 
the council’s decision. Representations will not be acknowledged until an 
application has been determined. 

Please note that the Council does not accept any responsibility for any incomplete 
or inaccurate description of any application. 


" \ 

To place you notice here call the 

Kent Public Notice team on 




01303 817056 
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PLANNING 


TERMS & CONDITIONS 


Planning applications 

CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 13 of the Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 
Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//14/00012/FUL: 10 Nightingale Road, Herne, CT6 7LZ Proposed single-storey rear extension. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Kupperblatt 

Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00108/FUL: The Kitchen Garden, Rose Lane, Bishopsbourne, CT4 5JA Conversion of existing garage and tool shed to self contained 
holiday cottage with small plant room extension Applicant: Ms Coote and Mr Cole Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 
CA//14/00121/FUL: 16 Havelock Street, Canterbury, CT1 1NP Demolition of single-storey lean-to and erection of single-storey rear extension. 
Applicant: Mr S Bloom Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00127/FUL: 20 Jubilee Road, Littlebourne, CT3 1TP Two-storey side extension. Applicant: Mr I McGee Reason: Conservation area. 
CA//14/00138/LB: Sally Ogees, 33-A St. Dunstans Street, Canterbury, CT2 8BZ Installation of new external signage 
Applicant: Sallys Salon Services Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//14/00143/ADV: Sally Ogees, 33-A St. Dunstans Street, Canterbury, CT2 8BZ One externally illuminated fascia sign one non-illuminated 
hanging sign one non-illuminated building sign one set of door glazing graphics one set of window glazing graphics 
Applicant: Sallys Salon Services Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00151/FUL: Tower Lodge, 1 Summer Hill, Harbledown, CT2 8NH Demolition of existing 20th century single garage and erection of new 
detached annexe as ancillary accommodation to main house. Applicant: Mr C Delves Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00154/FUL: 144A Canterbury Road, Herne Bay, CT6 5RX Garage conversion to playroom/study. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Croft 

Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00156/FUL: 18 Heaton Road, Canterbury, CT1 3PY Proposed loft conversion with dormer window to rear and roof lights to the front. 
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Turnbull Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00158/VAR: Horton Chapel, Cockering Road, Chartham, CT4 7LG Application for variation of condition 02 of planning permission 
CA/13/00576/FUL relating to windows in the kiln roof. Applicant: Swanbest Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 
CA//14/00181/TPO: Moat House, Moat Lane, Rough Common , Harbledown Reduce height, width and overhang of TPO trees. 

Applicant: Mr Abbott Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00185/FUL: 14 Orchard Street, Canterbury, CT2 8AP Demolition of existing single brick rear addition and erection of replacement 
extension. Applicant: Mr Cornfoot Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00186/LB: 14 Orchard Street, Canterbury, CT2 8AP Demolition of existing single-brick rear addition and erection of replacement 
extension. Applicant: Mr Cornfoot Reason: Work to a listed building. 

Any representations should be submitted via public access on the planning pages of the website www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc to arrive on or before 

Monday 3 March 2014. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 7 February 2014 



Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/0083/SH - Elham Church of England Primary School 
Vicarage Lane Elham Canterbury Kent - Crown reduction of 4 
trees (2 Beech, 1 Cherry and 1 unidentified) situated within a 
conservation area comprising the reduction in height by 2 metres 
and reduction of laterals by 0.75 metres. 

Y14/0087/SH - Augusta Gardens Sandgate Road Folkestone 
Kent - Various works to three trees situated within a conservation 
area (and to the rear of 3-7 Castle Hill Avenue) comprising the 
felling of a Sycamore and pollarding of two Holm Oaks to a height 
of 4 metres. 

Y14/0071/SH - Radnor Lodge 12 Radnor Cliff Folkestone 
Kent CT20 2JJ - Works to a Holm Oak tree situated within a 
conservation area comprising an overall crown reduction of 1.5 
metres. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning® 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked 
as follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

t - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 


To place your notice 
here call the 
Kent Public Notice 
team on 

01303 817056 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF THE TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 (AS AMENDED) 
KCC/TH/ 0005/2014 - Proposed development at 
Cliftonville Primary School, Northumberland Avenue, 
Margate, Kent CT 9 3 LY 

KCC Property & Infrastructure is applying to Kent 
County Council for planning permission for an eight 
classroom extension along with a multi use hall 
and kitchen, plant room, toilets and staff room and 
external playspace. The proposed development may 
affect a public right of way. 

You may view this application at Thanet District 
Council, Council Offices, Cecil Street, Margate, Kent 
CT9 1XZ. 

Alternatively, details of the application can be viewed 
on Kent County Council’s website at www.kent.gov. 
uk/viewapplications or at our offices in Maidstone at 
the address below during all reasonable office hours. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planningrepresentations@kent.gov.uk or in writing 
to Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent 
ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this notice. 
Please quote the application reference number and 
note that comments may be drawn to the attention of 
Council Members, the applicant and other interested 
persons and may include publishing on the District 
Council website. 


Sharon Thompson 
Head of Planning 
Applications Group 
Kent County Council 
Dated: 9 th Februaryy 2014 


Kent 

County 

Council 
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about property? 

Get advice from our 
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Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 


Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it’s setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part 
III of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
applies. 

6. This application may be of wider public interest. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 24 FEBRUARY 2014. 
SW/13/1541: 

Single storey rear extension - Sun Down, Lower Hartlip Road, 

HARTLIP; REASON 4 

SW/13/1576: 

Comprehensive redevelopment of the site to provide a new 
extended food hall, including cafe, a Food and Drink Theatre, 
a Retail Building, production/distillery, pedestrian courtyard 
and new access and associated car parking and landscaping - 
Macknade Fine Foods, Selling Road, FAVERSHAM; REASONS 
3 & 6 

SW/14/0001: 

Proposed single storey rear and side extension - 21 Ospringe 

Place, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 

SW/14/0006: 

Erection of an office and facilities building (retrospective) 
in association with the existing commercial buildings at this 
site (Use Class Bl) - Culnells Farm, School Lane, IWADE; 

REASON 2 
SW/14/0023: 

Creation of a public park to include: paved access route to 
waterfront; skate park for wheeled sports with concrete bowls, 
partially covered skate plaza, and beginner area; tree planting; 
artworks, climbing boulder; and entrance area including some 
natural play and a picnic area - Land North of Sittingboume 
Retail Park, Mill Way, SITTINGBOURNE; REASON 6 
SW/14/0043: 

Proposed single storey extension & alterations to existing 
dwelling, to create an open plan living area - 39 Abbey Street, 
FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/14/0049 & SW/14/0050: 

Application for change of use of the property from consulting 
engineers offices to one residential dwelling - 119 The Street, 
BOUGHTON; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/14/0073: 

A single storey rear extension - 43 Spillett Close, FAVERSHAM; 

REASON 1 
SW/14/0075: 

Lawful Development Certificate application for breach of 
condition 3 of planning permission SW/00/1217- that the 
McGrath family have occupied the property as a single residence 
since 26th December 2002 (Existing) - The Stable, New Orchard 
Farm, Upper Road, RODMERSHAM; REASON 6 
Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingboume, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 



ARCHANT KOS MEDIA LTD 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Advertisements will be accepted only on the express condition that the 
advertiser warrants that the advertisement does not in any way contravene any 
existing legislation and in particular the Trade and Description Act 1968 and the 
Consumer Credit Act 1974. 

2. It is the responsibility of all advertisers to ensure that all advertising meets all 
forms of government legislation and Archant KOS Media Ltd (the “media 
owner’’) takes no responsibility for liability in errors and omissions to the 
content of our media. 

3 All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the 
advertisement appears. 

4. All rates within the annual advertising agreement will be rate protected for 12 
months from the first date of publication under the signed agreement. 

5. Any unsuitable material posted on any website belonging to Archant KOS Media 
Ltd by the advertiser or any associated third party will be removed or refused. 

All passwords and security supplied to the advertiser by Archant KOS Media Ltd 
in relation to the use of the posting of material via the media owner’s online 
administration tool will be the responsibility of the advertiser. The advertiser 
indemnifies Archant KOS Media Ltd against any damages as a result of misuse 
of these privileges by either the advertiser or any third party given password 
privileges by the advertiser. 

6. Archant KOS Media Ltd reserves the right to change passwords intermittently to 
ensure the overall and ongoing security of its websites within the public 
domain. 

7. Copyright and licenses for voice-over/music/photography or film for advertising 
promotions or otherwise within the various forms of media in print, online and 
moving film owned by Archant KOS Media Ltd must have been sought, verified 
or paid for by the advertiser where applicable. Approval or permissions must 
have been given by any potential beneficial owner voice-over or music. The 
advertiser must be able to verify any statements or claims (promotional or 
otherwise) in relation to their products/services promoted within any of the 
media offerings belonging to Archant KOS Media Ltd. 

8. Where shrinkage of an advertisement occurs for whatever reason, the 
advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre where it relates to 
the media owner’s printed publications. This will NOT apply to full-page 
advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

9. Archant KOS Media Ltd reserves the right to omit or refuse any 
advertisement/commercial/web content without notice or explanation. In these 
terms the word “advertiser” shall be construed to include any person or 
organisation placing an advertisement on behalf of another. 

10. A guarantee of insertion cannot be given and the media owners shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage caused by any error inaccuracy within your 
marketing content. In no case shall the total liability of the media owner for any 
error or omission exceed the price charged by the media owners for that 
advertising. 

11. No liability is accepted for any loss or damage alleged to have arisen through 
delay in forwarding replies to Box numbers, however caused, nor for the loss or 
damage to any artwork supplied. 

12 Claims for any error or inaccuracy in your media messages with Archant KOS 
Media Ltd must be made in writing to the accounts department within 10 days 
of publishing. 

13. Archant KOS Media Ltd accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions 
made on their websites by the advertiser. 

14. Archant KOS Media Ltd has the right to cancel the advertiser’s annual 
membership without notice should the advertiser deliberately publish out of 
date material or content on any of the media owner’s online digital platforms. 
Archant KOS Media Ltd will seek to recover, in full, all outstanding invoices in 
relation to the signed annual membership as a result of the advertiser’s 
negligence in this regard and reserves the right to claim damages for any 
potential vexatious action via the advertiser. 

15. Advertisers are requested to check their advertisements after the first insertion. 
The media owner will not be responsible for any errors on subsequent 
insertions, which have not been advised to them in writing. 

16. A minimum of one month’s notice must be given in writing for any cancellation 
of the signed annual advertiser’s agreement. Upon cancellation, all discounts 
from Archant KOS Media’s standard effective media advertising rate card (July 
2008-June 2009) will be recalculated and adjusted accordingly in line with 
Archant KOS Media’s standard media rate card (effective July 2008-June 2009) 
and will reflect the revised length of commitment denoted by the advertiser’s 
written cancellation. Any surcharges, refunds or costs in relation to the 
production of the advertiser’s TV commercial for the commitment set out within 
the advertiser's agreement will be met in full by the advertiser as per Archant 
KOS Media's standard media advertising rate card (July 2008-June 2009). 
Discounts will be reapplied and any refunds or surcharges will be paid by either 
party within 30 days of the advertiser’s written cancellation. Any other 
advertising placed must give a minimum of seven days’ written notice and any 
discounts given for series bookings will be forfeited by the advertiser upon 
cancellation. 

17 Seasonal contracts, Your Professional classified advertisements or any uplift 
advertising within the annual contract with the advertiser will be invoiced in full 
- at rate card - on receipt of any written cancellation of this contract within the 
12-months. 

18. All uplift advertisements must be booked in at least three months in advance of 
publication and will be subject to availability. All dates booked will be on a 
firstcome, first-served basis. 

19. The advertiser must agree to the date and time of filming of any online TV 
advertising commercial supplied by Archant KOS Media Ltd within the 
advertiser’s agreement, (Platinum, Gold, Silver standard of commercial). 

Should, for any reason, the advertiser not be available at the agreed time 
without giving sufficient notice (at least 48 hours), Archant KOS Media Ltd 
reserves the right to charge for any further TV production at its standard 
published hourly rate should the advertiser still wish to use Archant KOS Media 
Ltd’s production services to complete its TV commercial or photographic 
imagery included in the advertiser’s agreement. The advertiser will approve and 
accept that there are only two choices of voice-over and music offered by 
Archant KOS Media Ltd. Should an advertiser wish to use other voice-overs or 
non-copyright free music it is the responsibility of the advertiser to pay the PRS 
rights should they be required to do so. Any changes to or failure to approve 
the TV production by the deadlines agreed between both parties will result in 
Archant KOS Media Ltd being given permission by the advertiser to replace the 
TV commercial with pictures or stills from a choice of photography supplied by 
the media owner until the advertiser can supply a TV commercial produced at 
their own cost and risk outside of this agreement. The advertiser also accepts 
and agrees that this action would not reduce the value or cost of their 
membership. Any cost of changes required to the TV commercial throughout 
the advertiser's agreement will be borne by the advertiser outside of this 
agreement. 

20. Each advertiser accepts that their ranking and position within Archant KOS 
Media Ltd’s search engine will be equal to those within their category (Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Bronze, etc) other than they will be ranked based on the search 
engine criteria of optimisation within their level (Platinum, Gold, Silver or 
Bronze). 

21. Any delivery claims made by the advertiser or discount vouchers published 
within the print or online media of Archant KOS Media Ltd and any action as a 
result of the public or otherwise is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Any 
claims resulting from this via Archant KOS Media Ltd must be met by the 
advertiser. 

22. a. All credit accounts due for payment shall be notified to the Advertiser by the 
30th day following the date of the invoice, time to be of the essence. All sums 
due to Archant KOS Media Ltd shall be paid in full, and the Advertiser shall have 
no right of set off in any circumstances. 

b. In the event that payment is not received by Archant KOS Media Ltd or RBS 
Factoring by the due date, the media owner shall be entitled to suspend all 
further advertising until payment is received and/or repudiate the contract and 
make any surcharges for breaking the contract. 

c. In the event that payment is not received by Archant KOS Media Ltd by the 
due date, the media owner reserves the right to charge interest on all overdue 
balances calculated on a daily basis at the rate of two per cent above the 
minimum lending rate of National Westminster Bank Pic from time to time in 
force. 

d. Not withstanding anything in these terms and conditions or implied to the 
contrary, in the event of the Advertiser ceasing to use the services of Archant 
Archant KOS Media Ltd (for whatever reason), the whole amount of monies due 
from the Advertiser to the date of cessation shall fall due for immediate 
payment. 

e. The Advertiser will be liable for all costs incurred by Archant KOS Media Ltd 
in the recovery of debts not paid by the due date. 

f. Payment may be made by cheque, credit transfer, direct debit, cash and any 
major credit card. 

23. Any discount which Archant KOS Media Ltd may have agreed with the 
Advertiser shall be forfeited in the event of failure by the Advertiser to complete 
the contract or to meet the above credit terms. 

24. Advertising Agency commission will be allowed to those advertisers recognised 
by the Newspaper Society, but shall not exceed ten per cent and will be subject 
to the terms of that recognition. This commission will not be allowed if the 
Advertising Agency fails to meet the terms. 

25. All private advertisements and certain categories as laid down by Archant KOS 
Media (Publishing) Ltd must be prepaid. 

26 The Advertiser agrees to indemnify Archant KOS Media Ltd in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the media owners or any of the 
companies within the Archant KOS Media Group as the result of legal action or 
threatened legal action or threatened legal arising from the publication of any 
advertisement or advertising promotion. 

27. An order for an advertisement shall amount to acceptance of these terms and 
conditions, and any condition placed on an order by an Advertiser shall be null 
and void in so far as it conflicts with them. 

28 Copyright in advertisements produced wholly or partially by the media owners 
belong to Archant KOS Media Ltd. Advertisers may not reproduce such 
advertisements without the media owner’s written consent. 

All terms and conditions stated above are in place to protect the advertiser, the 

media owner and the communities they serve within the public domain as well as 

the beneficial rights of individuals and organisations. Archant KOS Media will 

endeavour to always act reasonably in applying its terms and conditions. 

Effective from June 2008 

Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, KentTN25 6SR 
Tel 01303 817040 Fax 01303 817004 
Email: info@kosmedia.co.uk 
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HIGHWAYS 


HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


B2080 THE STREET, APPLEDORE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works to repair a cable fault in the 
carriageway, Kent County Council intends to make an 
Order to temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of 
B2080 The Street, Appledore. 

A closure is planned for Sunday 2 March 2014 for 1 day 
from 07:00 hours until the works have been completed. 
B2080 The Street will be closed between the junctions 
with Military Road and Court Lodge Road. 

There will be no direct access between Tenterden and 
the Romney Marsh usingthis route. 

The alternative route is via The Street, Tenterden Road, 
Reading Street, Appledore Road, Woodchurch Road, 
Brook Street, B2067 Kenardington Road, Warehorne 
Road, The Street, Marsh Road, Ashford Road, A2070 
Ashford Road to Brenzett Corner Roundabout, B2080 
Rhee Wall Road and Station Road. 


VARIOUS ROADS, ASHFORD (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER FEBRUARY 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on various roads within the Ashford 
district, from week commencing 10 February 2014. 

The roads affected, dates and times of closure and 
alternative routes are as shown below. 


The closure is from the junction with St Dunstan’s Road 
to the vicinity of number 5. 


SHALMSFORD STREET, CHARTHAM 

(TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of water mains replacement works, Kent County 

Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 

through traffic on part of Shalmsford Street, Chartham, 

and to impose a 30 mph temporary mandatory speed 

limit on sections of A28 Canterbury Road, Chilham and 

Ashford Road, Chartham. 

A closure of Shalmsford Street is planned to commence 
from 15 February 2014, with estimated completion by 23 
February. 

The closure is in conjunction with temporary traffic lights 
on the A28 Canterbury Road and Ashford Road. 

For the safety of the public and workforce, a temporary 
mandatory speed limit of 30 mph will be imposed on the 
section of the A28 Canterbury Road and Ashford Road 
between the junctions with Bowerland Lane and Nickle 
Lane. 

The actual extent of the speed limit will be defined by 
30 mph signage displayed on site, and is forthe same 
period as the road closure. 

Shalmsford Street will be closed in the vicinity of the 
junction with A28 Ashford Road, with no through access. 
The alternative route is via A28 Ashford Road, Station 
Road, Church Lane, Parish Road, Bolts Hill and 
Shalmsford Street. 

Due to the nature of the works, the road closure, 30 mph 
speed limit and temporary traffic lights will remain in 
force outside the working hours. 


EARLSWORTH ROAD, ASHFORD - closed from the 
junction with Cudworth Road as far as East Stour Primary 
School 

Monday 10 February 2014 for 2 days, 09:30 hours to 
15:00 hours each day 

The alternative route is via Fairview Drive, Canterbury 

Road and Cudworth Road 

FRITH ROAD, ALDINGTON - closed between the 

junctions with Priory Road and Bank Road 

Monday 12 February 2014 for up to 4 days - continuous 

closure 

The alternative route is via Priory Road, B2067 
Bonnington Road, Knoll Hill and Roman Road 
SQUIDS GATE LANE, WESTWELL - closed from A252 
Canterbury Road as far as the Gliding Club - 
Monday 17 February 2014 for up to 6 days-continuous 
closure 

There is no alternative route as the road is a cul-de-sac 

WITHERSDANE, WYE - closed from the junction with 

Coldharbour Lane for its entire length 

Monday 24 February 2014 for up to 3 days-continuous 

closure 

There is no alternative route as the road is a cul-de-sac 
For the roads with no alternative routes, every effort will 
be made to maintain as much access as possible when 
it is safe to do so, but there are likely to be delays at 
certain times. 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


B2205 CANTERBURY ROAD, HERNE BAY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of bridge maintenance works and repairs, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on part of B2205 Canterbury 
Road, Herne Bay. 

Canterbury Road will be closed in the vicinity of the 
railway bridge. 

Overnight closures planned to commence from Monday 
24 February 2014 for up to 5 nights, from 21:00 hours 
through to 05:30 hours each night. 

The alternative routes are via 
Northbound - via A299 Thanet Way, Margate Road, 
Mickleburgh Hill and Canterbury Road 
Southbound - via Beltinge Road, Sea View Road, 
Reculver Road, Margate Road, A299 Thanet Way and 
Canterbury Roa 


LINDEN GROVE, CANTERBURY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 

Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 

through traffic on part of Linden Grove, Canterbury. 

Linden Grove will be closed from 10 February 2014 for up 

to 3 weeks, weekdays only, between 09:30 hours and 

15:30 hours. 

There is no alternative route. Every effort will be made 
to allow as much access as possible, but some delays 
are likely. 


VARIOUS ROADS, CANTERBURY AREA (FLOODING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Forthe safety of the public due to serious flooding, 

Kent County Council has made an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on various roads in the rural 
Canterbury area. 

The roads are in the vicinity of the Nailbourne stream, 
which is currently in peak flow. The roads currently 
affected are shown below. 

BARHAM 

• Deringstone Street 

• Out Elmstead Lane 

• Railway Hill 

• South Barham Road 

• The Causeway 
BEKESBOURNE 

• Old Palace Road, Bekesbourne 

BISHOPSBOURNE 

• Rose Lane, Bishopsbourne 

BRIDGE 

• Brewery Lane 

• Mill Lane 
ICKHAM 

• Drill Lane 

• Wickham Lane 

The above roads will remain closed whilst there are 
periods of heavy rainfall and until the excess water in 
surrounding areas has drained away. 

It is unknown how long the roads will be closed, but 
roads will be re-opened once it is safe to do so. 

It may be necessary to close additional roads if the need 
arises. 


HIGHWAYS - DOVER AREA 


HOTEL ROAD, ST. MARGARET’S AT CLIFFE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of drainage improvement works to alleviate 
local flooding, Kent County Council has made an Order 
to temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of Hotel 
Road, St. Margaret’s at Cliffe. 

A closure is planned to commence from Monday 10 
February 2014 for up to 5 days, between 07:30 hours 
and 16:00 hours each day. 

Hotel Road will be closed from the rear boundary of Nos. 
29 and 31 Granville Road north-eastwards for a distance 
of 35 metres. 

The alternative route is via Bay Hill and Granville Road. 


SPINNEY LANE, AYLESHAM (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway resurfacing works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 


through traffic on part of Spinney Lane, Aylesham. 

A closure is planned to commence from 25 February 
2014 for up to 4 days, between 07:00 hours and 18:00 
hours each day. 

Spinney Lane will be closed in phases between the 
junctions with Cooting Road and Aylesham Road/ 
Ackholt Road. 

The alternative route is via Cooting Road, B2046 
Adisham Rd, Dorman Avenue North, Market Place, 
Dorman Avenue South and Clarendon Road. 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


VALLEY DRIVE (FOOTPATH TO THE DENE), SEVENOAKS 
(FOOTPATH CLOSURE) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 
Council has made an order as the footpath between 
Valley Drive and The Dene, Sevenoaks will be closed to 
pedestrians on or after 15th February 2014 for up to 3 
weeks or until the works have been completed. 


Broadmead Road will be closed from the junction with 
Cheriton Road to a point to the east of the junction with 
Wiltie Gardens. 

The alternative route is via Cheriton Road, Radnor Park 
Road, Bournmouth Road and Broadmead Road. 


COLDHARBOUR LANE LEVEL CROSSING, OLD ROMNEY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of level crossing maintenance works, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on Coldharbour Lane Level 
Crossing, Old Romney. 

A closure is planned to commence from Sunday 2 March 
2014 from 08:00 hours to 16:00 hours. 

Coldharbour Lane will be closed in the vicinity of the 
level crossing. 

The alternative route is via Midley Wall and Beggarsbush 
Lane. 


The footpath will be closed from Valley Drive to The 
Dene and there will be no access for pedestrians at this 
location. 

The alternative route is via: The Dene, Valley Drive. 


VARIOUS ROADS, FOUR ELMS, HEVER, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of the installation of granite setts, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on various roads, Four Elms, Hever, Sevenoaks 
as described in the Schedule and the alternative routes 
are as described in that Schedule. Access will be 
maintained up to the points of the closure. 

The Order will be come into operation on or after 3rd 
February 2014 and will be valid for a period of up to 18 
months. 

SCHEDULE 

Road Name: Bough Beech Road, Four Elms, Hever, 
Sevenoaks 

Extent: from the junction with Four Elms Road/ 

Ide Hill Road/Pootings Road, south-east 
for a distance of 50 metres 

Dates: 15th February 2014-19^ February 2014 

Diversion: Clinton Lane, Chequers Hill, Hever Road, 

High Street (Edenbridge), Mont St Aignan 
Way, Station Road, B2027 Four Elms Road 
and vice versa. 


KING STREET LEVEL CROSSING, BRENZETT 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of level crossing maintenance, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on King Street Level Crossing, Brenzett. 

A closure is planned for Wednesday 26 February 2014 
from 09:00 hours until 12:01 hours. 

King Street will be closed in the vicinity of the level 
crossing, with no through access. 

The alternative route is via Rectory Lane, A259 Straight 
Lane and B2080 Rhee Wall. 


HIGHWAYS - SWALE AREA 


PARSONAGE CHASE, MINSTER-ON-SEA, SHEPPEY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 
Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on sections of Parsonage Chase, Minster- 
on-Sea, Sheppey. 

Rolling closures are planned to commence from Monday 
10 February 2014 for up to 7 weeks, with an estimated 
completion date of 28 March 2014. 


Road Name: Pootings Road, Four Elms, Hever, 
Sevenoaks 


Extent: from the juncti on with Four Elms Road/ 

Ide Hill Road/Bough Beech Road, north¬ 
west for a distance of 50 metres 
Dates: 19th February 2014-23^ February 2014 

Diversion: B2027 Four Elms Road, B2026 Main 

Road, Edenbridge, Crockham Hill, B269 
Spout Lane and vice versa. 


Road Name: 
Extent: 


Dates: 

Diversion: 


Ide Hill Road, Bough Beech, Sevenoaks 
from the junction with Pootings Road/ 
Four Elms Road/Bough Beech 
Road, north-east for a distance of 80 
metres (to Chapel House) 

1st March 2014-9^ March 2014 
B269 Pootings Road, Spout Lane, Main 
Road, Crockham Hill, B2026 
Hosey Common Road, A25 Westerham 
Road, High Street 
Brasted, Main Road Sundridge, 
Westerham Road Chevening, B2042 
Coldharbour Road, Wheatsheaf Hill Ide 
Hill, Ide Hill Road, Green Lane 
Hever and vice versa. 


Parsonage Chase will be closed in phases from 
the junction with Minster Road as far as number 51 
Parsonage Chase. 

The alternative route is via B2008 Minster Road, Barton 
Hill Drive plus one of Darlington Drive, Sanspareil 
Avenue or Summerville Avenue, according to where 
Parsonage Chase is actually closed. 

Once the closure is beyond the junction with 
Summerville Avenue, every effort will be made to 
maintain essential access, but there will be some 
delays. 

Due to the nature of the works, it will not be possible to 
re-open the road outside the working hours. 


HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


POORHOLE LANE, WESTWOOD, BROADSTAIRS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because ofvegetation clearance in advance of future 
road improvements, Kent County Council has made an 
Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic on Poorhole 
Lane, Westwood, Broadstairs. 


HIGHWAYS - SHEPWAY AREA 


BROADMEAD ROAD, FOLKESTONE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow works to be safely carried out to remove trees 

along a railway fence line, Kent County Council intends 

to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic 

on part of Broadmead Road, Folkestone. 

A closure is planned for Wednesday 26 February 2014 
from 08:00 hours until 17:00 hours. 


Phased closures are planned to commence from 14 
February 2014, with estimated completion by 3 March 
2014. 

Poorhole Lane will be closed to through traffic in short 
sections. Access will be maintained for businesses from 
one or other direction during the closure. 

The alternative route is via A254 Margate Road and A256 
Westwood Road. 

It is anticipated that the road will be re-opened outside 
working (daylight) hours and at weekends, but there 
may be certain occasions when this is not possible, 
subject to progress with the works. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 03000 418181 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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SUSSEX STREET, RAMSGATE (PROHIBITION OF 
DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To allow the construction of 2 new dwellings, 
Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
to temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of 
Sussex Street, Ramsgate. 

Sussex Street will be closed in the vicinity of the 
junction with King Street. 

A closure is planned to commence from 24 
February 2014 for an estimated period of up 
to 5 months, or until the works have been 
completed. 

The alternative route is via King Street, Belmont 
Street and Hardres Street. 

Due to the nature of the works, it will not 
be possible to re-open the road outside the 
working hours. 


HIGHWAYS - TONBRIDGE AREA 


BASTED LANE, BOROUGH GREEN 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of essential electric cable works, 

Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Basted Lane, 
Borough Green, on or after 25 February 2014 
for up to 7 days or until the works have been 
completed. 

The whole length of the road will be closed. 

The alternative route is via Mill Lane and Thong 
Lane. 


STATION ROAD, AYLESFORD (PROHIBITION OF 
DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because it is necessary to renew the level 
crossing infrastructure, Kent County Council has 
made an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Station Road, Aylesford, on or after 15 February 
2014 from oo.oihrs to os.oohrs 24 February 
2014. 

The road will be closed at the level crossing. 

The alternative route is via Hall Road, A20 
London Road, Rocky Hill, Broadway, St Peter’s 
Bridge, Fairmeadow, A229 Royal Engineers 
Road, Running Horse Roundabout, Forstal Road, 
Bailey Bridge Road. 


HIGHWAYS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS AREA 


HOLDEN ROAD, SOUTHBOROUGH 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because it is necessary to install a new gas 
service, Kent County Council has made an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Holden Road, 
Southborough, on or after 14 February 2014 
for up to 5 days or until the works have been 
completed. 

The road will be closed between A26 London 
Road and Vale Road. 

The alternative route is via Holden Road, 
Constitutional Hill and A26 London Road. 


John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME 141 XQ Dated 9 th February 2014 


For further information, please 
contact Kent County Council 
Highways and Transportation, 
on 03000 418181 (local rate) or 
visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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PROW - IN THE CITY OF CANTERBURY 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH CB148 
IN THE PARISH OF LITTLEBOURNE 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH CB148 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close 
Public Footpath CB148, between its junction with 
Swanton Lane and Public Footpath CB151 from the 
17th February 2014. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen sooner. 

The path is to be closed because works to install 
a solar park are planned near it and there is a 
likelihood of dangerto users. 

The alternative route is via CB147 and will be signed 
forthe duration ofthe closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Louise Adams 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF DOVER 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF MODIFICATION ORDER 
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 
DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT FOR THE COUNTY 
OF KENT 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (RESTRICTED BYWAY 
EE485 AT STOURMOUTH) 

DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER NO. 2, 2013 

On 23rd January 2014, the Kent County Council 
confirmed the above Orderwithout modifications. 

The effect ofthe Order as confirmed is to modify the 
Definitive Map and Statement forthe area by adding 
a Restricted Byway (and upgrading the affected 
sections of Public Footpaths EE133 and EE129 to 
Restricted Byway status) which commences at the 
northernmost end of Church Lane at West Stourmouth 
(NGR TR 2562 6308) and runs in a north-easterly 
through south-easterly direction for 1.25km to a 
junction with Plucks Gutter at East Stourmouth (NGR 
TR 2662 6301). The route has a width of 4 metres for 
the first 130 metres of its length from Church Lane 
at West Stourmouth, then a width of 3 metres for 
the next 530 metres, followed by a width of 2 metres 
forthe next 150 metres and finally a width of 2.6 
metres forthe final 460 metres to its junction with 
Plucks Gutter at Heronsgate Farm. All distances are 
approximate, all directions are general. 

All distances are approximate, all directions are 
general. 

A copy ofthe Order as confirmed and Map may be 
seen free of charge during office hours at the offices 
of Dover District Council, Council Offices, White Cliffs 
Business Park, Dover, Kent CT16 3PG or at the Kent 
County Council, Countryside Access Service, Invicta 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XX. 
Copies ofthe Order and map may also be purchased 
there at the price offs. 

This Order became operative as from 23rd January 
2014 but if a person aggrieved by the Order desires 
to question the validity thereof or of any provision 
contained therein on the grounds that it is not within 
the powers of Section 53(2)(b) ofthe Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981, orthat any of the requirements 
of Schedule 15 to the Act have not been complied 
with in relation to the confirmation ofthe Order, 
he may, under Paragraph 12 of Schedule 15 to the 


Act, within 42 days from 9th February 2014 make 
application for the purpose to the High Court. 



PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF GRAVESHAM 


NOTICE OF RAIL CROSSING DIVERSION ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH NS180 (PART) COBHAM) 

RAIL CROSSING DIVERSION ORDER AND DEFINITIVE 
MAP AND STATEMENT 
MODIFICATION ORDER 2014 
The above named orderwas made on 28th January 
2014, under section 119A ofthe Highways Act 1980 
(as amended by the Transport and Works Act 1992). 
The order will divert the entire width of that length of 
public footpath NS180 (Cobham) which commences 
from NGR TQ6894,6716 (Point B) as shown on the 
map contained in this order, and runs in a north 
north west direction for 294 metres, then over the 
railway crossing in a north, north east direction for 
26 metres. Thence in a north west direction for a 
distance of 429 metres to NGR TQ6879,6787 (Point 
A), and will add a new length of public footpath 
numbered NS180 with a width of 2 metres, which 
commences from NGR TQ 6894,6717 (Point D), as 
indicated on the order plan and runs in a north 
east direction for 242 metres, to NGR TQ6902,6740 
(Point X) and then east for 15 metres to pass into the 
Medway Council area where the path is numbered 
RS363A and then running north east underthe 
railway line for 55 metres to NGR TQ6906,6745 
(Point C) thence returning to the administrative 
area of Kent running in a north west direction, again 
numbered NS180, for a distance of 493 metres to NGR 
TQ6879.6787 (Point A). 

All directions are general, all distances are 
approximate. 

A copy ofthe order and the order map have been 
placed and may be seen free of charge at the offices 
of Gravesham Borough Council, Civic Centre, Windmill 
Street, Gravesend, Kent DA12 1AU, also at Medway 
Council, Strood Contact Point, Esplanade, Strood, 
Rochester, Kent. ME2 4AU or at the Kent County 
Council, PROW and Access Service, Invicta House, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX, during office hours. 
Copies ofthe order and map may be bought there at 
the price of £5. 

Any representations about or objections to the order 
may be sent in writing to Mrs Olivia Bonham at the 
Kent County Council (address as below). Tel: 01622 
221169 emaikolivia.bonham@kent.gov.uk not later 
than 10th March 2014. Please state the grounds on 
which they are made. 

Please note that objections/representations 
cannot be treated as confidential and may come 
into the public domain. Copies of any objections 
or representations received may also be disclosed 
to interested parties, including the Planning 
Inspectorate where the case is referred to it for 
determination. 

If no such representations or objections are 
duly made, or if any so made are withdrawn, the 
Kent County Council may confirm the order as an 
unopposed order. If the order is sent to the Secretary 
of State forthe Environment for confirmation any 
representations or objections which have not been 
withdrawn will be sent with the order. 


Public Rights of Way and Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME 141 XX Dated: 9 th February 2014 


This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages. 


I For further information, please contact 
Kent Public Rights of Way and Access Service, 
on 03000 417171 (local rate) Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 
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Sport 

Yarnold in the 
zone as tension 
builds ahead of 
Sochi challenge 

Gold medal prospect Lizzy Yarnold is calmness personified 
as the Winter Olympics in Russia gets under way She talks 
to Greg Miles about her chances of sliding to success 

“It’s been a great motivation and 
such a confidence boost. I didn’t have 
any expectation of winning the 
World Cup at this stage in my career,” 
she said. “I didn’t think it would be 
quite so early. 

“It’s just been about being totally 
focused. It’s just given me the confi¬ 
dence to train hard and beat my re¬ 
sults.” 

The Sanki ski centre, where the 
competition takes place high up in 
the mountains to the north west of 
the coastal city of Sochi, presents its 
own set of challenges. Yarnold has 
only had limited time on the track 
such is the gruelling schedule of the 
World Cup season. 

Her last competitive race there 
came in the final World Cup event of 
last season in February 2013. 

Then she finished eighth in a time 
over two runs of 2 minutes 0.67 sec¬ 
onds, which was just 1.76 seconds off 
the time set by her greatest threat 
Pikus-Pace. 

Yarnold, who went to St Michael’s 
school in Otford, also spent time 
training at the track beforehand. 

“This time last year we had an in¬ 
ternational training week there,” she 
said. “You have to race at least 40 
times on a new Olympic track before 
you can compete at the Olympics. 

“Forty runs is not that much at all, 
it only equates to 40 minutes. 

“I know the Russian athletes have 
home advantage and have been on 
hundreds of runs on the track. 

“I have been 30 times at the mo¬ 
ment. It’s a really fun track. I enjoy 
sliding there. 

“It rushes from side to side, right to 
left and left to right.” 

She will be well up to speed with it 
by the time she competes on Thurs¬ 
day, having started training on it 
again last Tuesday. 

T here is simply no room for er¬ 
ror when it comes to racing 
and so no stone is left un¬ 
turned in her preparation. 
Knowing full well how much work 
KEA 


T is a cliche but Lizzy Yarnold 
is truly as cool as ice. 

Calm, collected, nerves of 
steel, relaxed and all the other 
adjectives you could think of. 
You just would not guess 
she is number one in the world at one 
of the most terrifying sports in exist¬ 
ence - the bob skeleton; an 80mph 
surge down an ice track with just a 
glorified tea tray between you and the 
ground flying past. 

Her laid back, yet incredibly fo¬ 
cussed state, is all the more remarka¬ 
ble given she will be sliding head-first 
down the track at the Winter Olym¬ 
pics in Sochi this Thursday and Fri¬ 
day as the favourite for a gold medal. 

Speaking before she caught her 
flight to Russia last weekend, her 
mind was on one thing and one thing 
only - being focused. 

It is a not inconsiderable attribute 
to have when your task it to safely 
navigate your way down a 1,500m 
length of ice with more than a dozen 
corners to steer through when under 
up to 5G of pressure. 

Still, it is a skill the West Kingsdown 
athlete has mastered this season, 
winning, for the first time, the World 
Cup series of events. 

It adds to her already impressive 
CV, having won the Junior World 
Championship in 2012 and last year 
finishing with a bronze medal at the 
senior World Championships. 

In that final World Cup event before 
the Olympics where she was crowned 
overall winner, Yarnold came ninth 
on the day after suffering a bump on 
the way down the track in Konigsee, 
Germany. 

There was only one run, instead of 
two in the event as heavy snow forced 
the second to be cancelled. It did not 
stop her becoming the overall World 
Cup champion though. 

Her position before the race was 
such that she could only tie for first 
place overall in a worst case scenario 
as she led second place Noelle Pikus- 
Pace, by the exact number of points 
available for finishing in first. 
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But Yarnold, a former Maidstone 
Grammar School student insists 
there is no psychological advantage 
over her rivals going to Sochi. 

“I think it’s an interesting sport be¬ 
cause you’re not only competing 
against other athletes,” she said. 

“The competition time can be up to 
an hour or an hour and a half long. 

“You have the ice conditions and 
the weather conditions that can 
change the race time. So you’re not 
only racing each other but the ice. 
You’re just trying to better yourself. 

“I have got so much more learning 
still to do yet. There’s no real advan¬ 
tage of thinking about what the men¬ 
tal state of other athletes is.” 

American Pikus-Pace represents 
the biggest threat to Yarnold; match¬ 
ing Yarnold’s number of victories 
during this year’s World Cup events. 

The 31-year-old is naturally target¬ 
ing gold too as she looks to bow out of 
the sport on a high. It is a medal that 
has eluded her so far in her career. 

The mother-of-two was favourite 
for gold ahead of the 2006 Games, but 
she missed it after a runaway bobsled 
shattered her right leg as she stood 
near the finish line of an event. 

Four years later she missed out on a 
medal by just 0.10 seconds and fin¬ 
ished fourth. 

Although Yarnold came out on top 
in their rivalry, her success even sur¬ 
prised herself. 

I have got so much 
more learning still 
to do yet. There’s no 
real advantage of 
thinking about what 
the mental state of 
other athletes is fV 


Lizzy Yarnold, 

on psychology before the event 




Partners 


Skeleton] 


everybody around her puts in only in¬ 
creases her appetite for success. 

“Every single race I have entered it 
takes so much work,” she explains, 
“not only from myself but behind the 
scenes. We all walk the track to see 
how it is before each race, there’s the 
video analysis, the help with setting 
up the sled. There’s so much work 
that goes into it that there is no room 


to be complacent at all. I’m totally fo¬ 
cused.” 

It would be easy to assume the ‘fo¬ 
cus’ is a well-drilled soundbite - but 
the reality is that in our meetings and 
chats throughout the year, in the 
long build up to Sochi, she means 
every bit of what she says. She is ready 
to give it her all. 

Even back in September, before the 
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WHAT IS THE BOB SKELETON? 


BOB skeleton isn’t a sport for the 
fainthearted. 

It is best described as sliding 
down a bobsleigh track on a tea tray. 

Sliders travel up to speeds of 
80mph just a couple of inches above 
the ice putting their body’s under 
immense pressure, with the 
G-forces taking them to the brink of 
a blackout in some cases. 

It was first included at an Olympic 
Games in 1928 in St Moritz, Switzer¬ 
land when American Jennison 
Heaton won gold, with his younger 
brother John runner-up. 

It returned 20 yeas later in 
Engadine, Switzerland when Italian 
Nino Bibbia took the honours. 

The sport was then taken off the 
Olympic schedule until 2002 in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

Great Britain is currently the most 
successful nation in the women’s 
sport with a gold, silver and bronze 
medals, while there are two bronzes 
to call upon from the men. 


TIMINGS 

LIZZY Yarnold’s Olympic campaign gets under way on Thursday, 
February 13. 

In total she will have four runs on the ice, with the winner being the 
slider who has the fastest total time over their four attempts. 

The first runs get under way at 7.30am on Thursday, followed by the 
second at 8.40am the same day. 

The final two are the following day, Valentine’s Day, 3.40pm and 
4.51pm. You can watch all the action live on the BBC. 



start of the World Cup season, she 
was as philosophical as ever about 
her chances and was even coy about 
her chances of being selected know¬ 
ing a tough season lay ahead. 

“Sochi has always been my dream,” 
she said back then. 

“It’s something Fve never shied 
away from thinking about. It’s at the 
forefront of my mind. I’m excited to be 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


in a position to be able to go. It’s been 
my dream for a long time. 

“All I can do is my best - I’m here 
because I deserve to be here. 

“This is something I can be quite 
good at, sliding head-first down an 
ice chute, so that’s what I have to do.” 

A well drilled athlete from a young 
age, she has come to deal with any 
form of pressure, being able to make a 


transformation from a well-spoken, 
media-friendly version of herself to a 
tunnel-visioned ice queen when the 
time comes. 

“There’s no greater pressure than 
what you put on yourself,” she said. 

“I have been so competitive for as 
long as I can remember. 

“I’m one of three girls so whatever I 
did when I was younger I was spurred 
KEA 


on to do my best. At the age of 13, I 
was training in athletics and I was 
learning all the right techniques to 
get me to be right athlete.” 

It was an unusual road into the 
sport for Yarnold. She played all 
sports at school, competing in every¬ 
thing from diving to horse riding and 
netball. But she quickly found a talent 
lay with athletics. She competed in 


I have tried to get 
as much advice as I 
can from any other 
Olympian. Shelley and 
I have competed on the 
circuit all year. She has 
been a great help JJ 


Lizzy Yarnold, 

on her friend Shelley Rudman 

the heptathlon as a teenager. 

She had dreams of furthering her 
career into modem pentathlon too. 

But that was all put on hold when 
she took part in a talent spotting ini¬ 
tiative run by UK Sport called Girls for 
Gold. That was six years ago and she 
had not even heard of the sport back 
then. 

From 1,500 the Olympic hopefuls 
were whittled down to 100, then 50 
and then 20 when Yarnold got an 
email confirming she had been se¬ 
lected for the skeleton. 

I n 2009 she went off to Lilleham- 
mer in Norway with the final ten 
selected to see who was actually 
up to the challenge. Despite a 
shaky start on the ice, Yarnold got to 
grips with the petrifying sport. 

Since passing that stage she has 
been based in Bath where there is a 
dry 140m push start training track 
for the skeleton athletes to make use 
of. She also completed a degree at the 
University of Gloucestershire in 2010 
while competing in races. 

During the summer she has slaved 
away in the gym, and winters have 
been spent competing in the unusual 
sport. 

At one stage she was still a ‘part- 
time’ athlete working at insurance 
underwriters Hardy in London on a 
placement. 

It was with the support of a col¬ 
league there, Mervyn Sugden, that 
she managed to compete in the early 
days with some financial support. 

Now he will be, in spirit, joining 
her on the journey in Sochi with her 
sled named after him. 

Going into her first Olympics 
she has been taking in as much as 
she can from fellow athletes, especial¬ 
ly those who represented Team GB at 
the Vancouver Games four years ago. 

One of those was Shelley Rudman 
who finished third in the World Cup 
series, and was sixth in Vancouver. 

Yarnold has also had the benefit of 
being around Amy Williams MBE 
who won gold in Vancouver, despite 
having never previously won a World 
Championship or World Cup event. 

She retired from the sport in the 
summer of 2012 and will be a pundit 
for the BBC in Sochi. 

“I have tried to get as much advice 
as I can from any other Olympian,” 
said Yarnold. “Shelley and I have 
competed on the circuit all year. 

“She has been a great help. This 
will be her third Olympics. She’s 
helped me understand about things 
like the mixed zone, how the media 
works. 

“Normally at a World Cup we will 
have 100 or 200 people watching, 
but there will be thousands at the Ol¬ 
ympics.” 

There are certain to be a few thou¬ 
sand back in Kent cheering her on too 
as she bids to join an illustrious list of 
medal winners from the county. 

Week ending February 9,2014 87 
















SKODA approved used cars at Caffyns SKODA 



Peace of mind from SKODA 

So you know your used SKODA is in good shape, our fully qualified SKODA 
technicians give it a comprehensive workshop check before delivery. You 
don't have to worry about anything — just choose the right car for you. 

SKODA Citigo 


13/63 1.0 MPI 60 Sport 5dr Deep Black under 3,000 miles 

£9,995 

13/631.0 MPI 60 S 5dr Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£7,995 

13/631.0 MPI 60 S 5dr Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£7,695 

SKODA Fabia 

13/631.4 TSI180 vRS 5dr DSG Corrida Red under 3,000 miles 

£15,995 

13/131.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Candy White under 5,000 miles 

£14,995 

13/63 1.6 TDI 90 SE Estate 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£13,650 

10/101.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Candy White under 26,000 miles 

£10,695 

11/601.2 TS1105 Elegance 5dr DSG Black Magic under 16,000 miles 

£9,895 

13/631.212V 69 Reaction 5dr Meteor Grey Delivery Mileage 

£8,995 

10/601.212V 69 Elegance 5dr Rosso Brunello under 5,000 miles 

£8,495 

13/63 1.2 12V 69 Special Edition 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£8,295 

10/60 1.6 TDI 105 Elegance 5dr Aqua Blue under 43,000 miles 

£7,995 

10/601.212V 69 SE 5dr Hatchback Black Magic under 20,000 miles 

£7,695 

10/601.2 TDI 105 GreenLine 5dr Estate Arctic Green under 38,000 miles 

£6,995 

11/601.2 6V S 5dr Hatch Corrida Red under 26,000 miles 

£5,495 

10/591.212V 60 Level 1 5dr Corrida Red under 27,000 miles 

£5,295 

09/591.4 TDI 80 Level 1 5dr Corrida Red under 24,000 miles 

£4,995 

SKODA Rapid 

13/63 1.6 TDI 105 SE 5dr Red Rosso Brunello 

£14,995 

14/631.2 TSI 105 SE GreenTech 5dr Candy White Delivery Mileage 

£11,995 

SKODA Roomster 

13/131.2 TSI 105 SE 5dr DSG Steel Grey under 3,000 miles 

£13,695 

13/631.2 TSI 105 SE 5dr Black Magic Delivery Mileage 

£12,995 

13/631.2 TSI 86 SE 5dr Brilliant Silver under 1,000 miles 

£12,650 

Skoda Yeti 

13/63 1.2 TS1105 SE Plus 5dr DSG Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£17,695 

11/111.8 TSI 160 SE 5dr 4x4 Candy White under 24,000 miles 

£13,995 

10/60 2.0 TDI 110 SE 5dr Aqua Blue under 36,000 miles 

£13,995 

10/60 2.0 TDI 110 S 5dr Black Magic under 12,000 miles 

£13,995 

11/611.2 TSI 105 S 5dr Candy White under 21,000 miles 

£11,895 

Skoda octavia 

13/63 2.0 TDI 150 Elegance Estate 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£21,995 

13/13 2.0 TSI 220PS vRS Estate Manual Race Blue under 1,000 miles 

£21,995 

13/13 2.0 TDI 170 vRS Estate Steel Grey under 3,000 miles 

£17,995 

12/62 2.0 TDI CR170 vRS 5dr Estate Race Blue under 6,000 miles 

£17,650 

13/631.6 TDI 105 SE 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£16,995 

13/13 2.0 TDI CR 150 SE 5dr Hatchback Candy White under 4,000 miles 

£16,995 


IB/131.6 TDI105 Elegance 5dr Estate Cappuccino under 10,000 miles £15,850 


11/111,6 TDI 105 Elegance 5dr Storm Blue under 13,000 miles 

£13,360 

11/111.8 TSI Lauren & Klement 5dr DSG Storm Blue under 18,000 miles 

£11,395 

11/11 2.0 TDI 140 Elegance 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 34,000 miles 

£11,995 

12/611.6 TDI CR Elegance 5dr Hatchback Rosso Brunello under 16,000 miles 

£11,995 

10/101.6 TDI CR Elegance 5dr Hatchback Arctic Green under 16,000 miles 

£11,995 

09/59 1.9 TDI Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Brilliant Silver under 34,000 miles 

£11,450 

10/601.8 TSI 150 Elegance 5dr DSG Brilliant Silver under 24,000 miles 

£10,995 

09/59 2.0 TDI PD Laurin & Klement DGS Hatchback Stone Grey under 32,000 miles 

£9,995 

10/601.2 TSI 105 S 5dr DSG Arctic Green under 21,000 miles 

£8,995 

SKODA Superb 

13/63 2.0 TD1170 Outdoor Estate 4x4 5dr Black Magic Delivery Mileage 

£25,995 

12/62 2.0 TDI 140 S 5dr Estate DSG Steel Grey under 15,000 miles 

£15,995 

11/61 2.0 TDI SE 5dr DSG Black Magic under 32,000 miles 

£12,995 

10/601.9 TDI GreenLine 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 20,000 miles 

£10,995 

DSG/Automatics 

12/62 Superb 2.0 TDI 140 S 5dr Estate Steel Grey under 15,000 miles 

£15,995 

13/13 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Candy White under 5,000 miles 

£14,995 

13/13 Roomster 1.2 TSI 105 SE 5dr DSG Steel Grey under 3,000 miles 

£13,695 

09/59 Octavia 1.9 TDI Elegance 5dr Estate DSG Brilliant Silver under 34,000 miles 

£11,450 

11/11 Octavia 1.8 TSI Lauren & Klement 5dr DSG Storm Blue under 18,000 miles 

£11,395 

10/60 Octavia 1.8 TSI 150 Elegance 5dr DSG Brilliant Silver under 24,000 miles 

£10,995 

10/10 Fabia 1.4 TSI vRS 180 5dr DSG Candy White under 26,000 miles 

£10,695 

09/59 Octavia 2.0 TDI PD Laurin & Klement DSG Hatchback Stone Grey under 32,000 miles 

£9,995 

10/601.2 TSI 105 S 5dr DSG Arctic Green under 21,000 miles 

£8,995 

Demonstrators 

13/63 Superb 2.0 TD1170 Outdoor Estate 4x4 5dr Black Magic Delivery Mileage 

£25,995 

13/60 Octavia 2.0 TDI 150 Elegance Estate 5dr DSG Brilliant Silver Delivery Mileage 

£21,995 

13/13 Octavia 2.0 TD1170 vRS Estate Steel Grey under 3,000 miles 

£17,995 

13/63 Yeti 1.2 TSI 105 SE PLUS 5dr Candy White under 3,000 miles 

£17,695 

12/62 Octavia 2.0 TDI CR 170 vRS 5dr Estate Race Blue under 6,000 miles 

£17,650 

13/63 Octavia 1.6 TD1105 SE 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£16,995 

13/13 New Octavia 2.0 TDI CR 150 SE 5dr Hatchback Candy White under 4,000 miles 

£16,995 

13/63 Fabia 1.4 TSI 180 vRS 5dr DSG Corrida Red under 3,000 miles 

£15,995 

13/13 Octavia 1.6 TDI 105 Elegance 5dr Estate Cappuccino under 10,000 miles 

£15,850 

13/63 Rapid 1.6 TD1105 SE 5dr Red Rosso Brunello under 3,000 miles 

£14,995 

13/13 Fabia 14 TSI vRS 180 5dr, DSG Candy White under 5,000 miles 

£14,995 

13/13 Roomster 1.2 TS1105 SE 5dr DSG Steel Grey under 3,000 miles 

£13,695 

13/63 Fabia 1.6 TDI 90 SE Estate 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£13,650 

13/63 Roomster 1.2 TSI 86 SE 5dr Brilliant Silver under 1,000 miles 

£12,650 

13/63 Fabia 1.212V 69 SE 5dr Brilliant Silver under 3,000 miles 

£8,295 

Other makes 

10/10 Peugeot 2071.6 HDI Sport 5dr SW Estate Gun Metal Grey under 39,000 miles 

£7,395 

09/09 VW Polo 1.4 Match 5dr Anthracite under 39,000 miles 

£6,450 

09/59 Mazda 2 1.3 TS2 5dr Icy Blue under 23,000 miles 

£6,395 

09/09 Vauxhall Agila 1.216V 5dr Moroccan Blue under 28,000 miles 

£5,650 


Choose from our comprehensive range of approved used vehicles in stock, all with: 

> Comprehensive parts and labour warranty 

> 1 year's free RAC Roadside Assistance 

> Multi-point vehicle inspection check 

> Vehicle status checks 

> 30 day /1,000 mile exchange 

Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other offer. 
Models shown for illustrational purposes only. 


□ Caffyns SKODA Ashford 

The Boulevard 
Orbital Park 

Ashford, KentTN24 OGA 

012BB 220785 
www.caffynsskoda.co.uk 
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